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Latest Air Force scandal: cheatmg

34 nuclear launch officers suspected of sharing proficiency test answers

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — On Wednes-
day, the Air Force’s top civilian
and military leaders revealed that
34 nuclear missile launch officers
were involved in a cheating scandal
surrounding proficiency tests con-
ducted last year at Malmstrom Air
Force Base, Mont. The 34 personnel
constitute about 18 percent of the
missile officers stationed there.

“There was cheating that took

place with respect to this particu-
lar test,” new Air Force Secretary
Deborah James told reporters at
the Pentagon. “Some officers did
it. Others apparently knew about it,
and it appears that they did noth-
ing, or at least not enough to stop it
or to report it. Now this is absolutely
unacceptable behavior and it is com-
pletely contrary to our core values in
the Air Force.”

“Cheating or tolerating others who
cheat runs counter to everything we

believe in as a service,” Air Force
Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Welsh
said. “People at every level will
be held accountable if and where
appropriate.”

Over the weekend, the Air Force’s
Office of Special Investigation found
evidence that a missile launch of-
ficer from the 341st Missile Wing
at Malmstrom texted answers to
monthly missile launch officer pro-
ficiency tests to 16 other officers.

SEE CHEATING ON PAGE 2

‘Cheating or
tolerating others
who cheat runs
counter to
everything we
believe in as a
service. 7

Gen. Mark Welsh
Air Force chief of staff
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An ambulance leaves the site of a bomb blast in the city of Volgograd, Russia, on Dec. 30. A series of unexplained killings in
southern Russia involving booby-trapped bombs has further heightened security fears ahead of the Winter Olympics in Sochi.

Iraq seeks weapons from US, plans to ask for training

By Lovepay MoRRIs
The Washington Post

BAGHDAD—Iraqhasprovided
Washington with a list of weapons
it needs to wrest back control from
anti-government and al-Qaida-
linked militants in restive Anbar

province, Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki said Thursday, and soon
plans to request counterterrorism
training from U.S. forces.

The United States is working on
providing the medium and light
‘weapons, including another ship-
ment of Hellfire missiles, al-Ma-

liki said in an interview here in
the Iragi capital. He said he sub-
mitted the wish list after a phone
call with Vice President Biden on
Tuesday.

Al-Maliki said he is seeking
further U.S. military training
for Iraqgi forces in either Iraq or

neighboring Jordan, particularly
on how to prevent and fight ter-
rorist attacks. Secretary of State
John F. Kerry said early this
month that the United States was
ready to help but would not send
troops to assist in battle.

SEE IRAQ ON PAGE 2



QUOTE lraq: Leader blames Syrian situation for rise in sectarianism

“The decay is not cool, not
arty-farty.”

— Community activist and onetime
mayoral candidate Jean Vortkamp,
on the proliferation of tours of
abandoned factories, churches and
schools in Detroit, one of the city's
few burgeoning industries

See story on Page 11
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Iraqg’s military is working with
pro-government tribesmen in
Anbar province to attempt to se-
cure the cities of Ramadi and Fal-
lujah, which have been seized by
the al-Qaida-linked Islamic State
of Iraq and Syria. The extremists
have been joined by some Sunni
tribesmen from the province who
oppose the rule of al-Maliki’s
Shiite-led government.

Unlike Apache helicopters that
Iraq has been seeking from the
United States for several years,
without success, the shipment of
lighter weapons does not require
approval from Congress. Al-

Maliki traveled to Washington in
November to press for more U.S.
military support, but the recent
crisis in Anbar has added urgen-
cy to his efforts.

The prime minister said he is
“satisfied that we will achieve
victory against al-Qaida.” But he
also cautioned that the situation
here is complicated and inter-
twined with the bitter sectarian
conflict in neighboring Syria.

“The whole region’s events are
connected,” he said. “To solve the
problem in Iraq, we cannot look
at it in isolation from the other
events in the region.”

The fall of Fallujah and Rama-
di come during a pivotal period

for Iraq, just months before par-
liamentary elections, which al-
Maliki said he expects to proceed
on time.

Anbar, a majority Sunni prov-
ince in a largely Shiite country,
was the scene of regular protests
in 2013, with residents and tribes-
men complaining of sectarianism
in state institutions.

Meanwhile, near-daily bomb-
ings have blighted Baghdad,
making 2013 the worst year for
violence since 2008, according to
United Nations figures.

Al-Maliki said the problem of
sectarianism in Iraq had been re-
solved in 2008 and 2009, but it was
reintroduced as al-Qaida gained

a foothold as a result of spillover
from the Syrian civil war. He said
the Sunni violence has been “ex-
ported” to Iraq by another Arab
country, an apparent jab at Saudi
Arabia.

Al-Malikisaid he had noregrets
in forcing U.S. troops to leave
Iraq in 2011, despite the situation
that has unfolded in Anbar since
then. Republicans in the U.S.
Senate, including John McCain,
of Arizona, and Lindsey Graham,
of South Carolina, said last week
that if al-Maliki had permitted
some troops to stay in the coun-
try, the situation in Anbar would
be better today.

Cheating: Official says flap not a failure of nuclear mission

FROM FRONT PAGE

“We subsequently approached
the entire missile crew force at
Malmstrom and 17 other offi-
cers who self-admitted to at least
being aware of material that had
been shared,” Welsh said. “We
don’t yet know how or if each of
those officers used that material,
but we do know that none of them
reported the incident to their
leadership.”

Welsh said he is not aware of a
cheating scandal this large in the
history of the missile force.

All 34 involved have been de-
certified as launch officers. They
are restricted from missile crew
duty and their security clearanc-
es have been suspended.

The OSI investigation into
their individual involvement and
the overall cheating scandal will
continue, Welsh said. The officers
vary in rank from second lieuten-
ant to captain.

The Malmstrom wing failed a
nuclear security inspection last
August due to “a problem in a se-
curity scenario,” but the failure
was not related to carrying out op-
erational procedures, Welsh said.

On Wednesday, the commander
of Global Strike Command, which

Classifie
Comics....
Crossword ..

Weekend

Correction

A Dec. 29 story about the
Obama administration’s Pa-
cific pivot strategy should
have said the Navy’s littoral
combat ship USS Freedom
deployed to Changi Naval
Base in Singapore in 2013.

oversees the Air Force’s nuclear
enterprise, ordered a proficiency
test be administered to all missile
crewmembers in all three of the
nation’s nuclear missile wings in
the wake of the cheating at Malm-
strom. As of Wednesday afternoon,
about 20 percent of the entire mis-
sile crew force had taken the test,
and 97 percent of them passed.
There were three failures. The 97
percent pass rate matches histori-
cal averages, according to Welsh.

James said the testing of the
entire force will be completed by
the end of the day Thursday.

When asked about the motiva-
tion behind the cheating, Welsh
said: “It’s hard to cover up incom-
petence cheating one time on a
test. When you're going to have
a monthly simulator with two in-
structors watching you actually
conduct the practical application
of this knowledge in a simulator,
you can’t hide that.

“And so whether it’s to get a
better score on a test or — I just
— I'd be speculating as to what it
is, but I don’t believe it’s incompe-
tence,” Welsh said.

The cheating took place in Au-
gust and September, according to
officials.

“We have no indications or evi-
dence that it has occurred since
then. The investigation has just
started,” Welsh said.

James and Welsh will travel
ahead of schedule to all of the
ICBM bases next week. The other
two are at F.E. Warren Air Force
Base, Wyo., and Minot Air Force
Base, N.D.

“Secretary James and I will
personally visit all of our mis-
sile bases ... next week to ensure
that our airmen have no question

about our expectations of those
who perform this vital mission,”
Welsh said.

Last week, Defense Secretary
Chuck Hagel visited F.E. Warren
to talk to ICBM launch officers
following reports of low morale
and poor performance among the
nation’s missile crews.

“I want to talk also about con-
tinuing to hone our skills — our
personal skills, our institutional
skills, on focusing on our profes-
sionalism and how we handle
our day-to-day responsibilities,”
Hagel told the airmen Jan. 9.
“You've ... chosen a profession
where there’s no room for error.
In what you do every day, there is
no room for error. None.”

This cheating scandal comes
on the heels of revelations in
recent days that three missile
launch officers at Malmstrom
and F.E. Warren were implicated
in an illegal narcotics investiga-
tion. Eight personnel at other Air
Force bases have been implicated
as well.

The cheating at Malmstrom
came to light during the course
of the narcotics investigation this
past weekend, Welsh said. Two of
the 34 launch officers involved in
the cheating scandal at Malm-
strom also are involved in the
drug scandal, Air Force officials
said.

The narcotics scandal first
came to light during Hagel’s visit
to F.E. Warren.

James acknowledged that the
missile force faces personnel
problems.

“I’ve heard that we have qual-
ity concerns about people. I'm
also hearing that there are top-
notch people,” she said. “And my

guess is the truth is somewhere
in between, but this is a force
that needs attention. It is a top
priority.”

The Air Force leaders told re-
porters that the personnel issues
don’t pose a threat to the nuclear
enterprise.

“I have great confidence in the
security and the effectiveness
of our ICBM force,” James said.
“This was a failure of some of our
airmen. It was not a failure of the
nuclear mission.”

“This is not about the compro-
mise of nuclear weapons,” Welsh
said. “It’s about compromise
of the integrity of some of our
airmen.”

Hagel was briefed on the cheat-
ing scandal Wednesday.

“Secretary Hagel was deeply
troubled to learn of these allega-
tions, and he strongly supports
the aggressive steps the Air Force
is taking in response to them,”
Pentagon Press Secretary Rear
Adm. John Kirby said in a state-
ment Wednesday.

Welsh suggested that punish-
ment will continue to be meted
out to those who violate standards
of conduct.

“Our actions as we move for-
ward will be about making sure
that every member of our Air
Force understands that we will
not accept or allow that type of
behavior, that there is nothing
more important to the nation than
the integrity and the trustworthi-
ness of the people who defend it,
and that anyone who doesn’t un-
derstand that should find another
line of work,” Welsh said.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes
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U.S. Army Sgt. Bowe

who was in

in June 2009, has appeared in a new video believed to have been
taken within the last month.

Video gives hope
to family of Gl
held in captivity

By JouN MILLER
AND Lovrrta C. BALDOR
The Associated Press

BOISE, Idaho — The family of
U.S. Army Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl,
‘who was captured more than four
years ago in Afghanistan, says a
new video of the soldier believed
to have been taken in the last
month has bolstered its resolve to
bring him home safely to Idaho.

U.S.  officials  confirmed
Wednesday they’d received the
video several days ago. They said
it shows Bergdahl, now 27, in
poorer health than previous foot-
age taken in the years since he
went missing in Afghanistan on
June 30, 2009.

Bergdahl, from Hailey in cen-
tral Idaho, is believed held by a
group affiliated with the Taliban
somewhere in Pakistan.

Irregular releases like this
showing Bergdahl and his captors
have offered hope for his parents
their son will eventually be freed.
The latest footage is no different,
Bob and Jani Bergdahl said in a
statement Wednesday.

“Naturally, this is very impor-
tant to us and our resolve to con-
tinue our efforts to bring Bowe
home as soon as possible,” their
statement said. “As we have done
so many times over the past four
and a half years, we request his
captors to release him safely so
that our only son can be reunited
with his mother and father.”

Bergdahl’s parents have dedi-
cated themselves full-time to
doing what they can from thou-
sands of miles away to secure his
freedom.

Bob Bergdahl has grown a long,
thick beard and sought to learn
Pashto, the language spoken by
his captors.

Though he has largely shunned
interviews with the media, he
has become a frequent presence
on Internet social media sites

including Twitter, where he has
posted hundreds of entries on is-
sues connected to the U.S. war in
Afghanistan, drone strikes in the
region — and his son, including a
tweet Wednesday afternoon.

“If you see this, continue to re-
main strong through patience,”
Bob Bergdahl wrote. “Your en-
durance will carry you to the fin-
ish line. Breathe!”

Bergdahl’s family has been
forced to remain patient, too.

So far, nothing has come of

the Taliban's

4 proposal last
We June to free
request him in ex-
hi change  for
is captors several of
to release their  most
o senior  op-
him safely eratives now
so that being de-
our onl tained at the
ybe U.S.  deten-
son ?an tion facility in
reunited  Guantanamo
5 = Bay, Cuba.
with his That offer
mother lost  steam
and after the Tal-
iban only
father.” weeks later

shuttered its
newly opened
office in the
Gulf state of
Quatar, aban-
doning a diplomatic approach
while renewing its vow to fight
Afghan President Hamid Kar-
zai’s government.

Even so, residents of Hailey,
where Bowe Bergdahl spent most
of his first 23 years before enlist-
ing in the Army, continue to adorn
the resort town’s trees and utility
poles with yellow ribbons, to keep
him on their minds.

The U.S. officials who con-
firmed the video footage Wednes-
day were not authorized to
publicly discuss the matter and
spoke on condition of anonymity.

parents of U.S.
Army Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl

US war on Afghan drugs in
peril amid force withdrawal

By CHris CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON—U.S. counter-
narcotics efforts in Afghanistan
are in a “perilous state” despite
billions of dollars spent to com-
bat the spread of drug production
there, Special Inspector General
for Afghanistan Reconstruction
John Sopko told Congress on
‘Wednesday.

Afghanistan is the world’s lead-
ing source of opium, and opium
production is the primary fund-
ing source for Taliban operations
in the country, officials said in a
hearing of the Senate Caucus on
International Narcotics Control.

The situation is worsening as
the United States and NATO pre-
pare for the official end of combat
operations on Dec. 31, Sopko told
members of the Senate Caucus on
International Narcotics Control.

“The situation in Afghanistan
is dire with little prospect for im-
provement in 2014 or beyond,”
according to Sopko’s written state-
ment to Senate panel. “Afghan
farmers are growing more opium
poppies today than at any time in
their modern history.”

Poppy cultivation hit a record
level in 2013, with 209,000 hect-
ares — or about 516,000 acres
— devoted to growing the pictur-
esque red flowers that provide the
base ingredient for opiate drugs,
including heroin, according to the
United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime. That’s a 36 percent in-
crease over 2012.

The UN Office of Drugs and
Crime estimates the value of
opium and its heroin and mor-
phine derivatives produced in
Afghanistan in 2013 at nearly $3
billion — an increase of 50 percent
compared with 2012, Sopko said.

James Capra, the U.S. Drug
Enforcement  Administration’s
chief of operations, told the panel
Wednesday that rising drug pro-
duction means Taliban income is
on the rise.

“The Taliban receives millions
annual from narcotics-related
activity” by taxing growers and
producers, Capra said. That in-
creases the insurgents’ ability to
provoke instability elsewhere in
the region, he said.

Erin Logan, principal director of
the Office of the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Counter-

A growing problem

Despite some $7 billion spent on counternarcotics efforts since the beginning
of Operation Enduring Freedom, poppy cultivation across Afghanistan
continues to expand, with the 2013 yield being the highest on record.
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narcotics and Global Threats, said
heroin abuse is a growing prob-
lem in the United States, and the
Department of Defense is intent
on “disrupting the flow of these
drugs as far away from our shores
as possible.”

The United States has poured
vast sums of money into an effort
to fight the problem since the be-
ginning of the war in Afghanistan,
Sopko reported.

“Since 2002, the United States
has spent at least $7 billion on a
wide variety of programs to re-
duce poppy cultivation, prevent
narcotics production, treat drug
addiction, and improve the crimi-
nal justice system to combat drug
trafficking,” according to his writ-
ten testimony. “The United States
has provided another $3 billion for
agriculture and stabilization pro-
grams, which under the current
U.S. strategy are considered an
important part of the counternar-
cotics effort.”

Caucus chairwoman Sen. Diane
Feinstein, D-Calif., said the Sen-
ate body has produced several

Stars and Stripes

draft recommendations to com-
bat the problem. Among them are
increased international drug en-
forcement cooperation with coun-
tries that consume large amounts
of Afghan opium, including Rus-
sia and Iran, and efforts to provide
economic alternatives to poppy
production for rural Afghans and
greater support for Afghan gov-
ernment anti-drug enforcement.

The consequences of failure
could be grim, Sopko told Con-
gress. During his recent trips to
Afghanistan, he said, residents
have laid out two possible out-
comes for the country after the
U.S. and NATO withdraw combat
troops: a successful modern state
or an insurgent state.

He said that because of the
growing drug trade “there is a
third possibility: a narco-criminal
state. Absent effective counter-
narcotics programs and Afghan
political will to seriously tackle
this grave problem, that third out-
come may become a reality.”

carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

US planning drug intel center in Bahrain

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — As the
United States shrinks its civilian
presence in Afghanistan, limiting
its ability to combat the country’s
booming drug industry, U.S. of-
ficials intend to establish an in-
telligence center in Bahrain to
continue fighting the trade.

The center in the tiny Per-
sian Gulf nation, home to the
U.S. Navy’s Sth Fleet, will be an
“integral part” of the Defense
Department’s post-2014 strategy
in Afghanistan, Erin Logan, who
oversees the Pentagon’s counter-
narcotics efforts, said Wednesday

afternoon.

“The center will help fill the
gap where space for personnel on
the ground in Afghanistan is no
longer available,” she told a Sen-
ate panel on narcotics control.

Lawmakers and the inspector
general overseeing reconstruc-
tion efforts in Afghanistan said
they were alarmed that a prob-
lem that Washington has spent
billions of dollars trying to com-
bat is likely to worsen and further
destabilize Afghanistan at a criti-
cal time.

DEA agents hope to continue
working with and supporting elite

Afghan police units that have car-
ried out drug investigations in re-
cent years, Capra said.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.,
chairman of the counter-narcot-
ics panel, called Afghanistan’s
drug trade a problem with “no
easy solution,” adding that new
approaches must be found. “We
ignore it at our peril,” she said.

Feinstein said Washington
should attempt to collaborate on
counternarcotics  efforts with
Iran, which shares a border with
Afghanistan and is a leading des-
tination and crossing point of the
heroin trade.
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Sochi was target
of terrorism long
before Olympics

Concerns fanned by latest incidents
as start of Winter Games approaches

By Josu SmitH
Stars and Stripes

MOSCOW — The snow-cov-
ered train station appears peace-
ful, for just a moment, in a grim
surveillance video. Then a sud-
den explosion smashes the sta-
tion’s windows and shatters that
peace, along with the lives of
dozens more civilians caught in
the crossfire of Russia’s long war
against terrorism.

The deadly explosion Dec. 29
in the southern Russian city of
Volgograd — made famous dur-
ing World War II under its Soviet
name of Stalingrad — was not the
first, nor was it the last, deadly at-
tack in the area.

That blast, set off by a suspect-
ed suicide bomber, was followed
a day later by another alleged
suicide attack on a trolleybus.
Together, the two attacks left as
many as 34 people dead and doz-
ens wounded, sending the city
into shock. Two months earlier, in
October, a suicide bomber killed
six people on a Volgograd bus.

No group took responsibility,
but investigators said the bomb-
ers came from the troubled North
Caucasus region.

With the start of the Winter
Olympics in Sochi on Feb. 6, the
latest strikes in Russia have been
front-page news in the West and
have fanned concerns that the
Games could be a prime target of
aterrorist attack.

While the level of media at-
tention may be new, the threat
certainly isn’t. By one estimate,
Russia has been the victim of
nearly 2,000 terrorist attacks
since 1992, the year after the So-
viet Union collapsed. Volgograd
is only the latest in a long list of
cities to be targeted.

The messy wars against sepa-
ratist Chechnya in the 1990s
sparked a wave of terrorism,
from bombings in southern Rus-
sia to hostage-takings in the heart
of Moscow.

That experience in dealing with
Islamic terrorism at home is shap-
ing Moscow’s policies regarding
Syria, Iran and elsewhere in the
Middle East and Asia — and may
define Russia’s relationship with
the West for years to come.

An epidemic

When Anatoly Ermolin left his
job in 1994 as a lieutenant colonel
in the KGB’s elite special opera-
tions team, he thought his days in

the fight against terrorism were
over. In his decade with the unit,
he fought in the Soviet Union’s
dirty wars, from Azerbaijan to
Afghanistan, hunting down peo-
ple seen as threats to the crum-
bling communist empire. In the
last years of his service, he led an
anti-terrorism squad in North Os-
setia and Ingushetia, two Russian
republics that would soon become
battlegrounds between govern-
ment forces and militant groups.

After the Soviet Union ceased to
exist in 1991, the KGB team was
subordinated to Russia’s domestic
police service — a move seen as
an attempt to strip it of its powers.
Ermolin hung up his gun and got
a job developing educational poli-
cies for a private school funded by
Mikhail Khodorkovsky, the one-
time oil tycoon who was recently
released from prison. Ermolin’s
past in the dark world of Soviet
special forces faded.

Ten years later, he found him-
self confronting domestic ter-
rorism again. By then he was a
member of Russia’s State Duma,

I'1 -
Terrorism
cannot be a local
problem; it is not
a problem for just
one place. It’s not
just a problem
in Chechnya or
Ingushetia, but for
the whole world.?

Alexander Khinshtein
vice chairman of the State Duma's
security and anti-corruption committee

Protos By Joss SmiTh/Stars and Stripes

Russian riot police observe a protest by Russian nationalist groups in Moscow in November. Economic
and political problems continue to inflame ethnic tensions and exacerbate the threat of terrorism.

where he sat on the foreign af-
fairs committee, observing some
of the most devastating terrorist
attacks in Russian history.

About that time, the response to
Moscow’s brutal campaign in the
1990s to pacify the breakaway re-
public of Chechnya was reaching
the capital with a vengeance.

In late 2002, Chechen rebels
held 700 people captive in a Mos-
cow theater until security forces
stormed in. Most of the 129 hos-
tages who were killed died from
the effects of gas used by police.

The year 2004 saw lethal as-
saults on the Moscow metro,
government buildings and two
passenger jets, which were blown
up. The most deadly incident oc-
curred at the end of the year,
when Chechen rebels seized a
school in Beslan, North Ossetia.
More than 300 hostages — half of
them children — died during the
assault and the botched rescue.

Spurred by those attacks and
the fallout, Ermolin wrote a letter
to President Vladimir Putin, also
a veteran of the KGB, explain-
ing why he thought the country’s
counterterrorism policies had
gone off the rails.

As a KGB officer he had used
the very same kinds of ruthless
tactics that Russia had recently
employed in the North Cauca-
sus, but he was now making the
case that such methods were
counterproductive.

“I was trying to explain the na-
ture of terrorism in Russia, and
the main idea was that we have a
problem, we have an epidemic,”
Ermolin told Stars and Stripes
as he sipped tea in his Moscow
office. Having left the Duma in
2007, he now works as a project
director for the Committee of
Civic Initiatives, an organization
that tries to boost participation in
public affairs.

“One of the most dangerous
factors was the way we started
to fight terrorism,” he said. “The

result is hundreds of people who
will fight to the death.”

Putin’s press office did not re-
spond to a request for comment.

The incredible level of extrem-
ist violence in Russia is important
in understanding the country’s
counterterrorism strategy, said
Tom Nichols, a professor of Na-
tional Security Affairs at the U.S.
Naval War College.

“This has made the Russians
— who already are used to a
strong state security apparatus
— far more willing to empower
its internal security forces be-
yond anything Americans would
ever allow,” he said. “While the
Russian campaigns in Chechnya
in the 1990s were brutal, I think
this long ago mutated into a larg-
er civilizational conflict. Terror-
ism is never justified.”

Fertile ground

Though the North Caucasus
have become synonymous in Rus-
sia with terrorism, some fear the
same combination of economic
and political problems that made
Chechnya a magnet for religious
extremists could make other re-
gions of the country vulnerable to
violence.

Kazan, the capital city of the
Republic of Tatarstan, lies 650
miles up the Volga River from
Volgograd, deep in the heart of
Russia.

Itis known for its ethnic and re-
ligious diversity. The population
is split almost evenly between
ethnic Russians and mostly Mus-
lim Tatars, and the city’s fortress
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site
that features a mosque and a Rus-
sian Orthodox cathedral.

Below the surface, however,
there are signs of tension.

Local Russian  nationalist
groups protest over perceived
Tatar dominance, and in the
city’s recently constructed sub-
way, it’s clear officials aren’t

taking any chances. Commuters
must have their bags scanned by
security guards at every station
— a precaution not taken even in
Moscow’s crowded transporta-
tion system.

The good news, said Mark Ga-
leotti, a professor of global af-
fairs at New York University, is
that “the Wahhabi-Salafi-jihadist
strain of Islam is pretty alien” to
most of the Muslim traditions in
Russia. “Although there is some
risk of spread into Tatarstan,
on the whole I wouldn’t be too
alarmist.”

The Council of Muftis of Rus-
sia, a leading Muslim organizing
committee, condemned the lat-
est Volgograd attacks and opened
an account to raise funds for the
victims.

“Islam condemns the killing of
innocent people and has no rela-
tion to the terrible crimes com-
mitted by terrorists hiding behind
our religion,” the council said in a
statement on its website.

While the tensions in areas like
Tatarstan have mostly been lim-
ited to long-standing political and
economic rivalries between vari-
ous ethnic and religious blocs,
events in recent years have raised
concerns that the issues could be
co-opted by violent extremists.

In July 2012, the city was rat-
tled by its first terrorist attack,
which targeted two pro-Kremlin
Muslim leaders who had con-
demned more radical members of
the faith. A few months later, one
police officer and three militants
accused of involvement in the at-
tacks were killed in a gunbattle in
a Kazan apartment complex.

Last year, Russian prosecutors
announced they were treating the
burning of seven Orthodox Chris-
tian churches in the area as ter-
rorism committed by unspecified
extremists.

SEE SOCHI ON PAGE 5
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Sochi: The Kremlin determined to make favorable impression in these Winter Games

FROM PAGE 4

The fears aren’t limited to Kazan. Ana-
lysts say economic and political malaise in
much of Russia has led to simmering ethnic
tensions, in some cases causing riots and
other unrest. Russian nationalists, many of
whom openly and proudly call themselves
racist, rioted in Moscow last year during
protests against ethnic minorities and
migrants.

Concerns over terrorism have come to a
head as Russia prepares to host the Win-
ter Olympics next month. Sochi, the resort
town in which the Games will be based, is
just west of the northern Caucasus, on the
Black Sea.

Moscow has a lot riding on the event.
The Kremlin has invested billions in infra-
structure, and it is determined to make a
favorable impression. The humiliation of
the 1980 Moscow Summer Games — boy-
cotted by the U.S. and 61 other countries
because of the Soviet invasion of Afghani-
stan — has not been forgotten.

Some of the security efforts leading up
to the Sochi Games have raised eyebrows,
however.

After the October bus attack in Volgo-
grad, Russian officials were reported to
be collecting DNA samples pre-emptively
from religiously conservative Muslim
women. A plan by security services to
monitor the communications of everyone
at the Games made headlines.

While analysts say Russian forces have
become better at avoiding the mass casual-
ties that marked counterterrorism efforts
a decade ago, they say that Moscow has
failed to address many of the root causes

of discontent.

Russia’s crackdown in Chechnya “gal-
vanized jihadism in the region,” Galeotti
said, but there are a range of economic and
political issues that have allowed the area
to become a fertile ground for extremists
bringing a religious flavor to the unrest in
the Caucuses and other regions of south-
ern Russia.

“Heavy-handed security measures con-
tinue often to be counterproductive, but
in many ways Moscow’s main failure has
been not to address the serious and genu-
ine crises of unemployment, corruption
and government illegitimacy in the North
Caucasus,” he said. “This is what actually
provides the jihadist minority with wider
legitimacy and popular support.”

‘Dry wood’

The uprisings across North Africa and
the Middle East have been watched warily
by Russian officials who fear that such rev-
olutionary sentiments could exacerbate the
already inflamed North Caucasus and even
spread beyond, Ermolin said. Economic
and political issues that have not been ad-
dressed make the areas potentially ripe for
recruitment of fighters engaged in the war
against the Moscow-backed Bashar Assad
regime in Syria.

For Russian leaders, the calls by some
Syrian rebels for the creation of a funda-
mentalist Islamic state in their homeland
sound uncomfortably similar to the goals
of Doku Umarov, the Chechen leader of
the so-called Caucasus Emirate. The stat-
ed aim of Umarov’s group, designated by
Moscow and Washington as a terrorist or-

ganization, is to establish an Islamic state
on Russian territory.

Chechen fighters like Omar Abu al-
Chechen, who leads an expatriate jihadist
force known as the Immigrant Brothers in
Syria, have sparked fears that the extrem-
ists are seeking to make Syria into a base
for future operations in Russia.

Chechen President Ramzan Kadyrov
talked of police measures to deal with
that danger when he spoke to reporters in
December.

“For Chechnya, this issue is particularly
acute due to the fact that Syria has thousands
of fighters who, according to Russian spe-
cial services, are a serious and real threat
for our country,” said Kadyrov, a former
rebel who has been criticized for his human
rights record. “We cannot quietly listen to
these threats and wait until this plague will
move in the direction of Russia.”

Referring to the threat posed by extrem-
ists, Ermolin said: “I think this is one of
the most dangerous things for any govern-
ment. They are very serious and believe
they can organize an Islamic state. And
this state would be mostly situated here,
not in the United States. They consider it to
be their territory.

“We are dry wood; it’s very easy to set
fire to the situation.”

Mutual interests

While the disastrous conflict in Syria
has divided Russia and NATO-member
countries that initially backed the rebel
groups, the increasingly extremist nature
of Syria’s opposition could see a realign-
ment of international interests.

“There is a fear of it spreading, especial-
ly after the fighting stops and militants re-
turn to the North Caucasus, perhaps with
other jihadist allies, but honestly I think
[Russia’s] main fear is regional chaos that
will empower Iran,” said Galeotti.

The situation in the Caucasus captured
American attention last year when the two
brothers accused of bombing the Boston
Marathon were identified as having been
born to a family from that area.

Analysts contend that the broader coun-
terterrorism effort is one in which Moscow
and Washington could collaborate better.
The problem, they say, is that other issues
keep getting in the way.

“I have argued for many years that Rus-
sia and America have a natural interest in
anti-terrorism cooperation, and I think it’s
unfortunate that so many other issues have
interfered in an area where we have a clear
coincidence of interests,” Nichols said.

Galeotti agreed. “The trouble is that
both Russia and the West tend also to try
and turn the conflict to their own advan-
tage,” he said. “But on an operational level,
there is definitely scope for much greater
intelligence sharing.”

The threats to Russia are not particular-
ly different from those faced by the U.S.,
said Alexander Khinshtein, vice chairman
of the State Duma’s security and anti-cor-
ruption committee.

“Terrorism cannot be a local problem; it
is not a problem for just one place,” he said.
“It’s not just a problem in Chechnya or In-
gushetia, but for the whole world.”
smith.josh@stripes.com
Twitter: @joshjonsmith
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Contracting probe led to Navy official’s ouster

By Craic WHITLOCK
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — An in-
tensifying criminal investiga-
tion of a suspected contracting
scheme involving a top-secret
Navy project has resulted in the
forced resignation of the service’s
second-ranking civilian leader,
according to officials and court
documents.

Robert Martinage, the act-
ing undersecretary of the Navy,
stepped down after his boss, Navy
Secretary Ray Mabus, asked for
his resignation “following a loss
of confidence in [his] abilities to
effectively perform his duties,”
according to a statement the Navy
released Wednesday.

Navy of-
ficials ~ said
Martinage
was  pres-
sured to quit
after investi-
gators look-
ing into his
role in the

top-secret L
program .
discovered Martinage

that he was
having an affair.

Federal prosecutors testified
last week in U.S. District Court in
Alexandria, Va., that Martinage
is not a criminal target of their
inquiry. But they said one of his
subordinates has told them that
Martinage gave approval for a

mysterious operation to acquire
alarge batch of firearm silencers
intended for SEAL Team 6, the
elite commando unit that killed
Osama bin Laden.

In that case, three senior Navy
intelligence officials who reported
to Martinage are under investiga-
tion for a suspected contracting
scheme that charged the military
$1.6 million for homemade silenc-
ers that cost only $8,000 to manu-
facture, court records show.

The untraceable silencers were
purchased from a hot-rod auto
mechanic who is a brother of one
of the Navy intelligence officials
under scrutiny. The mechanic,
Mark Landersman, of Temecula,
Calif., has been charged with con-
spiracy to commit wire fraud and

to transport unregistered fire-
arms. His attorneys have denied
the charges.

Prosecutors said in court last
week that the silencers were
acquired for a “special access
program,” or a highly secretive
military operation. One document
filed in the case said the silencers
were needed to support “the UP-
STAIRS program,” but does not
give details.

Many aspects of the investiga-
tion have been kept under seal
or described in closed court ses-
sions. Some details emerged Fri-
day in a rare hearing that was
kept open to the public.

In that session, prosecutors
said that Lee Hall, one of the
three Navy intelligence officials

under investigation, recently told
them that Martinage had given
oral approval for the purchase of
the silencers.

Prosecutors said they have in-
terviewed Martinage but did not
reveal his version of events. Marti-
nage is not a target of the criminal
investigation, said Morris Parker
Jr,, an assistant U.S. attorney and
the lead prosecutor in the case.

Martinage, who has a back-
ground in special operations and
intelligence, had been serving
as acting undersecretary of the
Navy since April. He also held
the title of deputy undersecretary
of the Navy for plans, policy, over-
sight and integration. Martinage
did not return a phone message
seeking comment.

Report: Systemic failures led to Benghazi attacks

By KiMBERLY DozIER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A biparti-
san Senate report on the attacks
on the diplomatic compound in
Benghazi, Libya, paints a picture
of systemic failure of security
for U.S. diplomats overseas that
led to the deaths of the ambas-
sador to Libya and three other
Americans.

The intelligence community
didn’t send enough warnings,
the State Department didn’t take

the warnings it did get seriously
enough, and the military was
caught flat-footed when called on
to rescue those in need, according
to a long-delayed Senate Intelli-
gence Committee report released
Wednesday.

U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens,
information technology specialist
Sean Smith and CIA security con-
tractors Tyrone Woods and Glen
Doherty died in the attacks that
took place Sept. 11-12, 2012.

The report goes so far as to say
the attacks could have been pre-

vented if the State Department
had accepted security on offer
from the military or had closed
the Benghazi facility until it could
have been better secured.

The report for the first time
points specifically to Stevens for
twice refusing the U.S. military’s
offer to keep a special operations
team there that was providing
extra security in the weeks be-
fore the attacks.

On the 11th anniversary of
the 2001 terror attacks, armed
militants stormed the diplomatic

outpost in Benghazi, setting the
building on fire, and later at-
tacked the CIA annex where the
Americans had taken shelter.

The Obama administration first
described the attacks as a spon-
taneous mob protest of an anti-
Islamic, American-made video,
like the one at the U.S. Embassy
in Cairo earlier that day. Admin-
istration officials corrected their
description days after the attacks,
but by then the incident had be-
come a hot political issue.

The report also takes the U.S.

intelligence community to task
for not seeking out eyewitness
reports after the attacks and not
quickly correcting erroneous re-
ports to administration officials
that the attacks might have been
sparked by the video.

The intelligence community
later blamed the violence on
militants.

The report says the subsequent
investigation showed individuals
from many al-Qaida-linked mili-
tant groups took part in the “op-
portunistic” attacks.

Intelligence Committee Republicans slam Joint Chiefs chairman

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Republi-
cans on the Senate Intelligence
Committee singled out Gen. Mar-
tin Dempsey, the chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, for exhibit-
ing poor leadership and insuffi-
cient planning in their report on
the September 2012 attacks on
the U.S. consulate in Benghazi.

The full committee on Wednes-
day released a declassified report
on the attacks by al-Qaida-linked
militants that killed four Ameri-
cans, including U.S. Ambassador
to Libya Christopher Stevens.

“The tenure of ... General Mar-
tin Dempsey, has been marked
by what we view as significant
deficiencies in command,” the
report states in the addendum
signed by Republican Sens. Saxby
Chambliss, Richard Burr, James
Risch, Daniel Coats, Marco Rubio
and Tom Coburn. “From Syria to
Benghazi, there has been either a
profound inability or clear unwill-
ingness to identify and prevent
problems before they arise. Given
the known operating environment
inBenghazi, much less North Afri-
ca, a strong military leader would
have ensured there was a viable
plan in place to rescue Americans
should the need arise.”

The harsh assessment of
Dempsey divided the committee
along partisan lines. Republican
Sen. Susan Collins was the only

Republican on the committee who
did not sign off on the addendum,
and none of the committee Demo-
crats took part in the attacks on
the chairman.

In Congressional hearings held
in the wake of the Benghazi inci-
dent, Dempsey and other senior
defense officials argued that a
rescue operation was not feasible
after the attacks began due to
poor intelligence about the situa-
tion on the ground and a lack of
sufficient quick-reaction military
assets in the region that could
have gotten to Benghazi in time
to save those who died.

“General Dempsey’s attempts
to excuse inaction by claiming
that forces were not deployed be-
cause they would not have gotten
there in time does not pass the
common sense test,” the Repub-
lican committee members said.
“No one knew when the attacks
against our facilities in Benghazi
would end, or how aggressive
the attacks would be. That is the
whole point of a pre-established
emergency rescue plan — so that
the length of the attack alone does
not dictate the rescue or survival
of Americans.

“General Dempsey should have
ensured that plan was in place,
but he failed to do so ...

“The fate of United States per-
sonnel serving in dangerous areas
of the world should not rest on ad
hoc rescue operations, no matter
how heroic, simply because the

United States Government and its
civilian and military leaders have
failed in their collective responsi-
bilities to provide security and po-
tentially life-saving assistance.”

The GOP also blames Dempsey
for failing to inform U.S. Africa
Command, which is responsible
for operations in Libya, about
the existence of the CIA Annex
and intelligence personnel in
Benghazi.

“We are puzzled as to how the
military leadership expected to
effectively respond and rescue
Americans in the event of an
emergency when it did not even
know of the existence of one of the
U.S. facilities,” the senators said.

The Republicans on the com-
mittee placed the ultimate blame
for the loss of American lives in
Benghazi on Hillary Clinton, who
was in charge of the State Depart-
ment at the time.
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“The final responsibility for
security at diplomatic facilities
lies with the former Secretary of
State, Hillary Clinton,” they said.
“The Temporary Mission Facility
in Benghazi did not meet the se-
curity standards set by the State
Department ... At the end of the
day, she was responsible for en-
suring the safety of all Americans
serving in our diplomatic facili-
ties. Her failure to do so clearly
made a difference in the lives of
the four murdered Americans
and their families.”

Cmdr. Scott McIlnay, a spokes-
man for the Joint Staff, issued the
following statement to Stars and
Stripes when asked to respond to
the committee members’ criti-
cism of Dempsey:

“The Chairman has testified
before Congress multiple times
on the military response to the
attacks in Benghazi that claimed

the lives of Ambassador Stevens,
Tyrone Woods, Glen Doherty
and Sean Smith. Our forces were
ordered to respond upon notifi-
cation of the attack. But the fact
remains, as we have repeatedly
indicated, that U.S. military forc-
es could not have arrived in time
to mount a rescue of those Ameri-
cans who were killed and injured
that night.”

The full committee report of-
fered a similar assessment.

“There were no U.S. military
resources in position to intervene
in short order in Benghazi to help
defend the Temporary Mission
Facility and its Annex on Septem-
ber 11 and 12, 2012,” the report
states. “The small number of U.S.
military resources devoted to the
vast and often ungoverned North
African landscape makes it un-
likely that DOD can respond in
short periods to all potential cri-
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House Armed Services Committee Chairman Rep. Buck McKeon,
R-Calif., announced Thursday that he’s retiring after 21 years.

Armed services
chairman won’
seek re-election

By LEo Suank ITI

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The next
session of Congress will open
with two new armed services
committee chairmen and plenty
of postwar problems to tackle.

On Thursday, House Armed
Services Chairman Buck McKe-
on, R-Calif., announced he will not
seek re-election next fall, ending
his 20-year congressional career
and opening up the coveted mili-
tary committee leadership spot.

McKeon had served in that role
for the last three years, and as
the House education committee
chairman for two years before
that. Republican rules mandate
six-year term limits for commit-
tee leadership positions, and he
said stepping into a lesser role
next session forced him to reas-
sess another run for public office.

Last March, Senate Armed
Services Chairman Sen. Carl
Levin, D-Mich., announced his
plans to retire at the end of 2014.
He has led that committee since
2007, the longest run of any sena-
tor since Georgia Democrat Sam
Nunn in the early 1990s.

Levin is 79, McKeon 75. Both
are stepping away as the Pentagon
winds down the war in Afghani-
stan and girds itself for ongoing
funding fights with a Congress
focused on deficit reduction.

McKeon wants to avoid being
seen as a lame-duck chairman,

ing a defense di
efficiency review, plans for sev-
eral member trips to Afghanistan
and a goal of reforming the mili-
tary’s handling of sexual assault
cases.

He gave a nod to one potential
successor, committee vice chair-
man Mack Thornberry, R-Texas.
The 18-year congressman was in
the running for the chairmanship

when McKeon was selected, and
has made public his desire to take
over for McKeon.

“I expect (Thornberry) to run,
and I expect him to win,” McKeon
said. “I think he’d make an excel-
lent chairman.”

Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.IL, is the
presumptive replacement for
Levin. The Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee has outlined
similarly am-
bitious plans

‘Buck for its up-
coming year,
seta _tone including are-
on this view of the re-
committee cent military
retirement
that the cost-of-living
rest of cuts passed as
part of a bud-
Congress get deal last
should month.
seek to Among his
y accomplish-
emulate.” ;s Mcke-
Rep. onhighlighted
Adam Smith, last month’s
D-Wash. passage of the
House Armed  annual de-
Services fense authori-
Committee’s

zation bill. It’s
the 52nd con-
secutive year
Congress has passed that military
legislation, a record unmatched
by any other legislative priority
and a point of pride among com-
mittee members.

In a statement,
Armed Services Committee’s
ranking member, Rep. Adam
Smith, D-Wash., praised McKeon
for his bipartisan approach to is-
sues and willingness to engage
with political opponents.

“Buck set a tone on this com-
mittee that the rest of Congress
should seek to emulate,” he said.

ranking member

the House

shane.leo@stripes.com
Twitter: @LeoShane

Memorial set for helo crash victims

Stars and Stripes

RAF MILDENHALL, England
— A memorial service will be held
at RAF Lakenheath on Friday for
four airmen who died in a helicop-
ter crash earlier this month.

Capt. Christopher S. Stover,
Capt. Sean M. Ruane, Tech. Sgt.
Dale E. Mathews and Staff Sgt.

their HH-60G Pave Hawk heli-
copter crashed near the town of
Salthouse on Jan. 7.

The service, which is open to
identification card holders and
some invitees from the local com-
munity, will be at 1:56 p.m. in
Hangar 7 at Lakenheath, accord-
ing to posts on the base’s Face-

said odd times for ceremonies
often reflect the number of the
unit involved.

A large turnout from Laken-
heath and RAF Mildenhall is ex-
pected, and attendees are asked
to arrive early, according to a
Facebook post.

An investigation into the crash

Afton M. Ponce, all with the S6th  book page.
A spok

is ongoing.

Rescue Squadron, died when

for Lakenheath

news@stripes.com

Remains found on Japan base still unidentified

Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Human remains
found last month on Camp Foster appear to be those
of an unidentified Japanese male, according to Oki-
nawa prefecture police.

The decomposing body was discovered Dec. 18
in the Futenma family housing area, a section of
Camp Foster with many vacant and deteriorating
buildings that are to be returned to Okinawa for

redevelopment.

After an initial investigation, the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service turned the case over to Japa-
nese police, who have so far been unable to identify
the man or his cause of death.

The body showed no obvious signs of violence
or injury, police said. Investigators posted a notice
in local newspapers requesting information on the
man’s identity but received no responses.
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Officer guilty of
sex assault will
remain in Army

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — Lt.
Col. Brian Lofton, an Army of-
ficer assigned to U.S. Special Op-
erations Command Africa, was
convicted Wednesday of sexually
assaulting a woman at his home in
late 2012, but the jury’s sentence
allowed the 18-year veteran to re-
main in the service.

At a court-martial in Stuttgart,
Lofton was found guilty of violat-
ing Article 120 of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice in con-
nection with a charge he held the
woman down and forcibly kissed
her breasts against her will.

The jury sentenced Lofton to a
reprimand, a $1,500 monthly pay
forfeiture for one year and a two-
month restriction that limits the
officer’s movements to his home
and his duty station. It did not,
sentence Lofton to dismissal from
the service.

Lofton was acquitted of two
other charges: that he digitally
penetrated the woman and that he
grabbed her buttocks.

Prosecutors argued that allow-
ing a sex offender to remain in the
ranks would send the wrong mes-
sage to troops, especially female
servicemembers, who would like-
ly be alarmed to serve alongside a
convicted sex offender.

“Show what military justice
can deliver,” Army Special Vic-
tims Prosecutor Capt. Meghan
McEnerney said in her closing
statement.

Under pending changes to the
UCMJ, sexual offense convic-
tions will automatically mandate
dismissal from the service. That
was one of the changes prompted
by outrage over the case of Lt.
Col. James Wilkerson, the former
Aviano airman who was convicted
of sexual assault and dismissed
from the service, only to be rein-
stated by Lt. Gen. Craig Franklin,
the Third Air Force commander.
Franklin announced this month
he is retiring in light of the contro-
versy surrounding that decision.

“I think the sentence — no jail,
no dismissal — reflects the fact
that what happened is out of char-
acter, and Lt. Col. Lofton is a good
person who deserves the right to
continue in his service,” said Ste-
phen Carpenter, Lofton’s defense
attorney.

What happens next, “is an open
question,” Carpenter said.

During Lofton’s court-martial,
the 29-year-old woman, a local
civilian, testified that after meet-
ing Lofton at a downtown club, she
and the Army officer struck up a
friendly relationship on Facebook.
After a couple of weeks, the two
had their first date, which involved
an evening of drinks and conver-
sation at Lofton’s apartment.

After talking for several hours,
Lofton, who had been drinking,
was unable to drive the woman
home. Lofton offered to either call
a taxi or let her spend the night
at his apartment. The woman
testified she elected to spend the
night.

In bed, Lofton began to force
himself on her, pinning her down
as he kissed and touched her body,
the woman testified. Fearing that
the assault was going to escalate
into rape, the woman yelled that
she was infected with HIV, which
ended the assault, she said.

“This idea came in my mind and
it saved my life,” said the woman,
speaking in English, who is not
HIV-positive. “He didn’t touch me
anymore.”

She then called German police,
who soon arrived on the scene and
took both the woman and Lofton
in for questioning. The case was
later handed over to U.S. authori-
ties as is standard with U.S. ser-
vicemembers in Germany.

Lofton offered a different ac-
count of events, saying that he had
engaged in consensual Kkissing
and tickling. At some point, the
woman “flipped” and went into a
rant about “arrogant Americans”
and sex-obsessed men, Lofton
said. Lofton said he responded by
telling her to get “the (expletive)
out of my house.”

According to Lofton, that some-
how prompted the woman to de-
clare she was HIV-positive.

“She was acting like a crazy
person,” Lofton said.

Lofton said that while he en-
gaged in consensual kissing with
the woman he never assaulted her
or touched her breasts or genita-
lia. Lofton’s testimony was con-
tradicted by physical evidence,
which matched his DNA to DNA
found on the inside cups of the
woman’s bra.

‘When asked how it got there, Lof-
ton failed to give an explanation.

In a statement before sentenc-
ing, Lofton apologized to the
woman and also appealed to the
jury that he be allowed to continue
serving.

“Istilllove this Army and every-
thing it stands for,” Lofton said. “I
Jjust really still want to serve.”

During the trial’s sentencing
phase, several officers who served
as character witnesses for Lofton
testified that they would be happy
to serve with Lofton again despite
his being convicted of a sexual
offense.

The woman, whose family
moved from Kosovo to Germany
in the late 1990s, said testifying
during the trial was like going
through the assault a second time.

“I told him to stop and he didn’t
stop,” she told the jury.

vandiver.john@stripes.com

Rescue mission refueling

A crew aboard an MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter from Coast Guard Air Station Elizabeth City, N.C., lands

aboard the USS Ross, a 505-foot guided missle destroyer, Tuesday. The

Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Jayhawk was responding to

a disabled sailboat with four people aboard 300 miles east of Cape Henry, Va., and needed the Navy
platform to refuel before and after the crew hoisted the people from the sailboat into the helicopter.

2 Afghan civilians Killed in
strike, further straining ties

By HeaTH DRUZIN
Stars and Stripes

KABUL — A NATO airstrike
aimed at insurgents killed at least
two civilians, further straining
relations between the U.S. and
Afghanistan at a time when the
two countries remain at odds
over a security agreement that
is key to keeping international
troops in the country past the end
of the year.

Thestrike occurred Wednesday
during a joint NATO and Afghan
operation in a Taliban-heavy dis-
trict of Parwan province, roughly
two hours north of Kabul, when
coalition and Afghan special op-
erations troops came under heavy
fire and called for air support, ac-
cording to a statement from the
NATO-led Afghan Security As-
sistance Force.

The ISAF statement said Af-
ghan commandos and their ISAF
advisers came under fire from
two compounds before they called
in the strike, which also killed 10

insurgents.

An ISAF servicemember was
killed in the fighting. On Thurs-
day, the Pentagon identified the
victim as Sgt. Daniel T. Lee, 28,
of Crossville, Tenn., saying he
died from wounds suffered when
enemy forces attacked his unit
with small-arms fire.

Parwan Deputy Governor Shah
Wali Shahid said in a phone inter-
view with Stars and Stripes that
initial reports indicated seven ci-
vilians were killed, including sev-
eral children in a village called
Wazghar.

According to a report in The
Washington Post, Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai said eight ci-
vilians were killed in the strike.

The incident happened in Ghor-
band district, an area that has
been under intermittent Taliban
control for about two years.

“ISAF regrets any civilian ca-
sualties and will continue work-
ing with our Afghan partners to
determine all the facts surround-

ing this incident,” the ISAF state-
ment read.

Civilian casualties have long
been a source of tension between
Karzai and the U.S., and Karzai
has demanded a stop to airstrikes
in civilian areas.

Last week, U.S. marines ac-
cidentally killed a young boy in
Helmand province, according to
a Reuters report.

The latest incident comes amid
a controversy over the planned
release by Afghan authorities of
more than 70 prisoners ISAF ac-
cuses of planning attacks against
coalition and Afghan troops.
Washington and Kabul are also
still negotiating a bilateral securi-
ty agreement that would pave the
way for a residual international
military force, likely to be be-
tween 10,000 and 15,000 troops,
to stay in Afghanistan past Dec.
31 for a training and counterter-
rorism mission.

druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes

1 killed in Army helo
‘hard landing’ in Ga.

SAVANNAH, Ga.—AU.S. mili-
tary spokesman says one member
of an elite Army helicopter unit
was killed and two were injured
when their aircraft slammed into
the ground while trying to land at
a Georgia air field.

Maj. Allen Hill said Thursday
that the MH-60 Black Hawk was
returning from a routine training
flight to Hunter Army Airfield in
Savannah when it made a “hard
landing” late Wednesday on or
near the airstrip. The names of
the dead and injured soldiers
‘were not immediately released.

The crew belongs to the 160th

Special Operations Aviation Reg-
iment, which trains to fly helicop-
ters behind enemy lines under
cover of darkness. Also called the
Night Stalkers, the unit has a bat-
talion based in Savannah.

On Jan. 8, a Navy helicopter
crashed about 18 miles off Virgin-
ia Beach, killing three aboard.

From The Associated Press
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Senate ready to send spending bill to Obama

By ALan Fram
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Drained of
much of its vitriol over the budget,
Congress is poised to adopt a $1.1
trillion package financing federal
agencies this year, a bipartisan
compromise that all but banishes
the specter of an election-year
government shutdown.

The Democratic-controlled
Senate planned to give final
congressional approval to the
immense spending measure, pos-
sibly as early as Thursday. The
Republican-run House passed the
package Wednesday in a lopsided
359-67 vote that underscored how
both parties could claim wins in
the measure — and how both saw
deep perils in fighting over it.

“Not everyone will like every-
thing in this bill,” said Rep. Hal
Rogers, R-Ky., the House Ap-
propriations Committee chair-
man. Rogers and his Senate
counterpart, Sen. Barbara Mi-
kulski, D-Md., were the chief
authors. “That’s the nature of
compromise.”

The legislation is a line-by-
line follow-up to the budget com-
promise the two parties pushed
through Congress in December
that set overall spending limits
for the next two years.

The bill lawmakers were con-
sidering this week finances fed-
eral agencies through September.
With the November congressional
elections coming just weeks later,
Congress is all but sure to pro-
vide more money later to avoid an

Highlights of the $1.1 trillion in spending measure

mOverall. For basic agency operations — excluding
the costs of war and natural disasters — the $1.1 trillion
includes about $30 billion less than Congress originally
provided for last year. It is about $20 billion more than was
provided after automatic spending cuts called the seques-
ter took effect for 2013. The total prevents $45 billion in
sequester cuts legally required for this year because of the
failure of President Barack Obama and Congress to agree
to previous budget savings.

mWar and disasters. Provides $92 billion for U.S.
military operations overseas this year — mostly in Afghani-
stan — and nearly $7 billion for disasters. That's about $1
billion less than last year for war and $44 billion less for
disasters, when Hurricane Sandy drove up that price tag.

mDefense. Provides $487 billion, excluding war
costs. Includes money for 1 percent pay raise requested
Obama. Cuts operation and maintenance to $160 billion,
$14 billion below last year's enacted level. Cuts equipment
procurement and research and development programs.
Provides requested $157 million for Sexual Assault and
Prevention Office.

mMilitary retirees. Exempts wounded military per-
sonnel who retire early, and their surviving spouses, from
cuts in the annual inflation increases to their benefits.

mHealth care law. Funded at lower levels than the
administration wanted, including retaining last year's $3.7
billion for the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services,
which oversees the program. Cuts $1 billion from Preven-
tion and Public Health Fund.

mHealth research. $29.9 billion for the National
Institutes of Health, $1 billion more than the final amount

the American naval prison in Cuba to the United States.

ETrans fion. No money for high-speed rail, an
Obama-backed initiative. The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion's $12.4 billion budget is nearly $200 million below
last year.

mDomestic security. Holds Transportation Security
Administration budget to $4.9 billion, more than $200 mil-
lion below last year. Limits that agency to having 46,000
full-time screeners. Slight increases for Immigration and
Customs Enforcement.

minternal Revenue Service. Reduces its budget
to $11.3 billion, $500 million below last year's level. Pro-
vides none of the $440 million Obama wanted to help the
agency enforce the health care law.

mFinancial agencies. Nearly $1.4 billion for the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, which is $324 million
below Obama’s request. Small Business Administration
budget also reduced.

mVeterans. Extra money for technology upgrades,
overtime and other spending to reduce the nearly 400,000
claims for disability benefits that have been pending for
longer than 125 days.

mDiplomacy and foreign aid. Provides $25 million
over Obama’s $5.4 billion request for security at diplomatic
facilities overseas. Includes $3.1 billion in aid for Israel.
Links aid to Egypt to that country retaining its security rela-
tionship with the U.S. and continuing to abide by its peace
accord with Israel. Cuts assistance to Afghanistan to $1.1
billion. Bars the Overseas Private Investment Corporation
and Export-Import Bank from halting work on overseas
power plants, a provision aimed at protecting U.S. exports

provided for last year.

and jobs.

mGuantanamo. Prohibits transferring detainees from

election-eve budget clash.

The legislation increases agen-
cy budgets by $26 billion over last
year’s total. It still leaves them

Cybersecurity chief had
qualms over health site

By RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The top cy-
bersecurity officer for the Health
and Human Services Department
said he was concerned about po-
tential vulnerabilities ahead of the
launch of the health care website.

Kevin Charest told congressio-
nal investigators he was unable to
get answers to his questions from
others inside the department. He
concluded that the testing of the
site was substandard.

“I'would say that it didn’t follow
best practices,” Charest testified
in a Jan. 8 deposition. Excerpts
of his testimony were provided
to The Associated Press by the
House Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee.

Charest and Teresa Fryer
— another government cyberse-
curity professional who also had
qualms — were to testify before
the panel Thursday.

Chairman Darrell Issa, R-
Calif., investigating the rollout of
the HealthCare.gov website, con-
tends the administration risked
the personal information of mil-
lions of Americans in its zeal to
meet a self-imposed Oct. 1 dead-
line. The online federal insurance
market is the main portal to cov-

erage under the program.

The panel’s senior Democrat,
Rep. Elijah Cummings, of Mary-
land, said the administration ad-
dressed the potential security
issues through added vigilance
instituted before the site went
live. He said despite initial opera-
tional problems, the site has not
been successfully hacked.

Cummings said it is Republi-
cans who are risking the privacy
of average citizens by demanding
detailed blueprints that, if leaked,
would become a road map for
hackers.

With health care expected to
be a polarizing issue in the mid-
term congressional elections,
both political parties are at battle
stations. Republicans have raised
security issues but have yet to
produce a smoking gun.

As chief information security
officer for HHS, Charest offered
a look at insider concerns during
the weeks and days before the
website went live. Technical prob-
lems developed immediately and
many potential customers were
frozen out.

The site seems to be working
well now, but the signup cam-
paign hasn’t fully recovered its
momentum.

$31 billion below where last year’s
spending would have been if not
for sequestration — budgetwide
cuts triggered after lawmakers

— The Associated Press

failed to agree to deficit-cutting
savings.

The measure let Republicans
claim they have now restrained

ARE YOU STRESSED OR
EASILY ANGERED?.

Have you been exposed to
the horrors of war?

Do you have any of the

following symptoms:

« Unable to think dearly
Memory Loss
Headaches
Vision Problems

« Dizziness

- Depression

- Nervousness

- Trouble Sleeping

(liamelt

HIRE US ON YOUR COMPUTER
f www.injuredoverseas.com

You can now hire Bamett & Lerner, PA. from your computer

agency spending for four straight
years. They won cuts to the In-
ternal Revenue Service and
Transportation Security Admin-
istration and foreign aid, restrict-
ed spending to implement health
care and financial regulation
overhauls and won renewal of
provisions limiting federal assis-
tance for abortions.

“Today the House came to-
gether to keep the government
open while further reining in its
out-of-control spending,” House
Speaker John Boehner, R-Ohio,
said.

Democrats touted extra spend-
ing for Head Start preschool pro-
grams, food aid for poor pregnant
women and biomedical research,
and there was more money for
the FBI, NASA and the border
patrol as well.

Democrats claimed victories
in protecting a requirement that
some gun dealers report sales to
the same buyer of multiple fire-
arms and in blocking a GOP effort
to curb federal regulation of utili-
ties’ greenhouse gas emissions.

In the House, 64 of the 67 “no”
votes came from Republicans,
including many of the chamber’s
most conservative members.

Among them was Rep. Raul
Labrador, R-Idaho, who com-
plained that the measure repre-
sented “Washington at its worst
— a 1,582-page bill stuffed with
pork, ineffective  programs
and giveaways, being rushed
through Congress without proper
review.”

o

Treatment is avadab:‘ef

Seek care today.

& Lerner
| Fighting fur injured workers
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Global use of cigarettes,
number of smokers up

By SaNDI DOUGHTON
The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — Fifty years after
the U.S. surgeon general first
warned of the health effects of
smoking, a new analysis from the
University of Washington shows
that the number of smokers
worldwide — and the number of
cigarettes consumed — has never
been higher.

Between 1980 and 2012, the
number of adults who smoke
increased from 721 million to
nearly 1 billion, reports the study
published Tuesday in the Journal
of the American Medical Asso-
ciation. The number of cigarettes
smoked globally jumped from
about S trillion to 6.25 trillion.

The study, which is one of the

most comprehensive ever to ex-
amine global tobacco use, shows
that the remarkable reductions in
smoking rates in the United States
and other wealthy countries have
been offset by a growing epidem-
ic in the developing world.

“The University of Washington
study demonstrated clearly how
much [farther] the world, par-
ticularly low- and middle-income
countries, still has to go,” said
Matthew Myers, president of the
Washington-based Campaign for
Tobacco-Free Kids.

The rise in the number of
smokers reflects both population
growth — particularly in nations
such as China and Indonesia —
and the tobacco industry’s heavy
marketing in poorer nations, ex-
perts say.

Boy dies of drinking meth
at Mexico border crossing

By ELLIOT SPAGAT
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — A Mexican
high school student died from
drinking highly concentrated lig-
uid met ine at a San

The San Diego County Medical
Examiner’s report gives no indi-
cation that inspectors asked him
to drink the liquid and doesn’t say
whether they had an opportunity
to stop him when he volunteered.

Diego border crossing in an at-
tempt to persuade inspectors that
it was only apple juice, according
to an autopsy report

Cruz Marcelino Velazquez, 16,
volunteered to take “a big sip” at
the San Ysidro port of entry Nov.
18, said the report, which was re-
leased Wednesday. He was then
handcuffed and taken to a securi-
ty office, where he began scream-
ing in pain, said something about
“the chemicals,” and shouted,
“My heart! My heart!” in Span-
ish, it added.

Vel died hours later at a
hospital from acute methamphet-
amine intoxication.

Jackie Wasiluk, a spokeswoman
for U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection, the agency that oversees
ports of entry, had no immediate
comment on the findings.

San Ysidro, the nation’s busiest
border crossing, has emerged as
a major corridor for smuggling
methamphetamine. To avoid
detection, crystal methamphet-
amine is dissolved in water and
disguised in bottles. It is later
converted back to crystals.

Airliner crash rescuer saw
girl before she was struck

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Video
from the helmet camera of a fire-
fighter responding to the crash
landing of an Asiana Airlines
flight in San Francisco shows
at least one rescuer was aware
someone was on the ground out-
side the aircraft and even warned
a colleague. Yet two firetrucks
subsequently ran over an injured
passenger.

The video, first aired by CBS
News on Tuesday, shows the girl,
Ye Meng Yuan, 16, lying in the
grass before she was struck, ac-

ily. A coroner concluded she was
alive at the time and died when
she later was hit by a firetruck.

In the video, a firefighter with a
helmet camera tells the driver of
a firetruck that there’s a person in
front of him. A firetruck-mounted
camera shows a firefighter di-
recting the truck away from the
person.

What’s not clear from the video
is why rescuers didn’t try to move
or clearly mark the presence of
the person on the ground during
the chaotic aftermath of the July
6 crash at San Francisco Interna-

John M:
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and his wife, Lea, speak outside their door. Masterson is the teacher who confronted a

shooter and took his shotgun away at a middle school Tuesday morning.

Detectives seek answers
in NM school shooting

By RusseLL CONTRERAS
AND SusaN MonToYA BRYAN
The Associated Press

ROSWELL, N.M. — Investiga-
tors have turned up evidence that
the 12-year-old boy who opened
fire on a crowd of students in
a New Mexico middle school
gym had planned the attack and
warned some classmates to stay
away moments before the gunfire
rang out.

Dozens of students and teach-
ers at Berrendo Middle School
have been interviewed during
the past two days and search
warrants have been served, lead-
ing to some key details. Still, in-
vestigators have yet to speculate
about a motive, and teachers and
students were bracing for a tough
road ahead as classes resumed
Thursday and the search for more
answers continues.

At a news conference Wednes-
day, State Police Chief Pete Kas-
setas said it appeared the victims
of Tuesday’s shooting — an 11-
year-old boy and a 13-year-old
girl — were chosen randomly.

The shotgun used by the sus-
pected shooter came from his
family’s home, and he had three
rounds of ammunition, Kassetas
said.

“All three rounds were ex-
pended during the incident,” the
police chief said. “There was no

nition other than what was loaded
in the gun.”

The 11-year-old boy who was
shot in the face and neck re-
mained in critical condition at
University Medical Center in
Lubbock, Texas. The 13-year-old
girl, identified as Kendal Sand-
ers, was in satisfactory condition
with injuries to the right shoulder.
The family of the injured boy has
asked that his name be withheld
while he recovers.

The suspected shooter’s fam-
ily issued a statement saying they
were heartbroken and that their
remorse could not be put into
words. They said the two children
who were injured have been in
their thoughts and prayers.

“We are horribly sad over this
tragedy on so many levels,” the
family stated. “We are praying
that God will be with everyone
who has been affected.”

The family added it will coop-
erate with law enforcement to
“piece together how this awful
tragedy occurred.”

Police have not released the
boy’s name, and The Associated
Press typically doesn’t identify
juveniles charged with crimes.

Police didn’t say when charg-
es would be filed, only that they
were working with the district
attorney’s office. Kassetas de-
scribed the case as complex.

He said investigators worked

search warrants at the school, and
determined through those search-
es that the attack was planned.
They examined the boy’s locker
and the duffel bag the seventh-
grader is suspected of using to
transport the .20-gauge shotgun
to school.

Kassetas said the handle of the
gun was sawed off so it had “more
of a pistol grip.”

He added that authorities had
some indication the boy verbally
warned “select students” about
the attack as he arrived at the
school. Kassetas didn’t elaborate.

The shooting spurred a flood
of 911 calls from students Tues-
day morning. In some, screaming
could be heard in the background.

The shooting was over in 10
seconds, officials said, after the
boy fired at the ceiling, the floor
and then the students. An eighth-
grade social studies teacher, John
Masterson, then stepped in and
talked the boy into dropping his
weapon.

Masterson and other teachers
were lauded for taking quick ac-
tion that authorities said would’ve
saved lives had the boy had more
ammunition, or had there been
another gunman.

Chaves County Sheriff Rob
Coon said all the schools in the
county, public and private, under-
go regular training for dealing

cording to an attorney for her fam-  tional Airport. indication that he had any ammu- through the night executing with “active shooters.”
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Detroit’s abandoned buildings
draw tourists, not developers

By ALANA SEMUELS
Los Angeles Times

DETROIT — He'd heard sto-
ries of ruin and blight, but that
didn’t prepare Oliver Kearney for
what he saw:

Prostitutes roaming the streets
at 8 a.m.; rubble-strewn parking
lots overrun with weeds; build-
ings taken over by bright, pink
graffiti; the scrawled

‘ No other American
city has seen
decline on this
scale.”?

Oliver Kearney
aspiring architect who took a tour of
abandoned buildings in Detroit

on blackboards in deserted
schools: “I will not write in vacant
buildings.”

He took 2,000 photographs his
first day.

“No other American city has
seen decline on this scale,” Ke-
arney said. “It’s really a once-in-
a-lifetime thing you’re going to
see.”

And he saw it all on a tour.

Kearney, 18, an aspiring archi-
tect, persuaded his father to travel
with him from Britain to Detroit
to participate in one of the city’s
few burgeoning industries: tours
of abandoned factories, churches
and schools.

Led by tour guide Jesse Welter,
they crawled on their hands and
knees to peek inside a train station
closed long ago; they squeezed
through a gap in a fence to climb
the stairs of what was once a lux-
ury high-rise; they ducked under
crumbling doorways to see a for-
gotten ballroom where The Who
held its first U.S. concert.

“In Detroit, you can relate,
you can see traces of what’s hap-
pened, you can really feel the his-
tory of a city,” Kearney said. “In
Europe, when things become der-
elict, they’ll demolish them.”

That’s not possible here. The
city estimates it has 78,000 va-
cant structures, and demolishing
each derelict residential building
costs $8,000 — money the bank-
rupt city can’t afford.

The city says that 85 percent
of its 142.9 square miles “expe-
rienced population decline” dur-
ing the past decade, and efforts
to persuade investors to buy com-
mercial buildings to rehabilitate
them have been mixed, at best.
For example, plans to turn the
Michigan Central Depot, a once-
grand train station, into a casino
and then into police headquarters
have gone nowhere, and it’s stood
empty since 1988.

Photographers have flocked to
the city to capture the decline.
Two French photographers even
produced a book, “The Ruins of
Detroit.” Since the city declared
bankruptcy in July, hotels say
they’ve seen an uptick in visitors
inquiring about the ruins. So have
restaurants in the up-and-com-
ing district of Corktown, near the
abandoned train station.

Welter, 42, said he had to buy a
12-seat van to accommodate the
growing interest.

Welter guided his first tour in
late 2011, but the business has

really picked up this year. His
clients pay $45 for a three-hour
tour and explore some of Detroit’s
most famously blighted struc-
tures: the Packard Automotive
Plant, the train station and the
East Grand Boulevard Methodist
Church, which features peeling
paint and vast balconies.

Welter, who is bearded and
slim, knows how to sneak into
buildings closed to the public. He
knows which neighborhoods are
plagued by packs of feral dogs,
and which ramshackle building
contains a recording studio with
equipment still set up as if its
occupants just left for lunch. He
knows the churches so well that
he helped a young couple find an
abandoned one in which to con-
duct their wedding.

It’s not legal, per se, to enter
those buildings. Police will give
$225 tickets for trespassing if
people enter schools, Welter said,
but have otherwise told him they
don’t mind his going into other
buildings.

On a recent weekday morning,
he brought a visitor to one of his
favorite spots, St. Agnes Catho-
lic Church, a rotting structure
where graffiti vandals have made
their mark. A beam of sunlight
shone through the windows, fall-
ing on the one remaining pew in
the church, a haunting image that
illuminated the church’s destruc-
tion. Then Welter heard a motor
idling outside and quickly ush-
ered his guest toward the exit.

“Someone’s pulling up out
there; let’s start walking this
way,” he said, moving toward the
crumbling staircase that leads
to the church’s courtyard, which
was littered with soda cans and
food wrappers.

He’s not afraid of the authorities
— they’re in short supply in this
cash-strapped city — but of scav-
engers, vagrants and others who
might take advantage of someone
with an expensive camera. That’s
why he usually launches his tours
at 7 a.m., the best time to avoid
other humans, he said.

Next, he headed into a girls’
school attached to the church,
climbing the stairs to a hall of
classrooms where rubble was ev-
erywhere, as if a bomb had gone
off. Some books and magazines
dated to 1962 and told outdated
stories of boys living on the prai-
rie. A bird’s nest sat in one of the

AnToNio PEreZ, CHicaco TriBUNE/MCT

The Packard Automotive Plant, a former automobile manufacturing factory now in ruins in Detroit, is
shown on Sept. 18. The city’s decline has given rise to tourists who don’t always sit well with residents.

large windows where a pane used
to be.

Locals use a derogatory term,
“ruin porn,” to describe the phe-
nomenon of people gawking at
the decay. They want visitors to
see the positive parts of Detroit,
such as the vacant fields that en-
terprising farmers have turned
into urban gardens. If tourists
are going to look at the ruins, they
should then volunteer in the com-
munity, many Detroiters say.

“The decay is not cool, not arty-
farty,” Jean Vortkamp, a commu-
nity activist and onetime mayoral
candidate, said in an email. “I see
the lady with bags and three lay-
ers of clothes on, and then I see a
group of white young people climb
out of their dad’s cars with cam-
eras that are worth so much.”

Some Detroiters, including a
group of urban explorers, have
a beef with Welter in particular.
They scrawled a message on the

walls of the St. Agnes Church,
“Go Home Jesse. We HATE you
and your tour bus.”

Welter said he’s opening visi-
tors’ eyes to the problems of
Detroit, which potentially could
drum up political will to help the
city.

“People are going to do this
anyway,” he said. “Why not do it
in a way that’s going to be safer,
easier for everyone?”
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Above: “We will endure” is scrawled on the wall of a house damaged

by
erosion in the Rocky Point neighborhood of Oahu’s North Shore in Haleiwa, Hawaii.
Right: Sandbags are piled in front of properties on the beach.

PHotos By Auprey McAvoy/AP

Hawaii coastal homes threatened as beaches erode

By Auprey McAvoy
The Associated Press

HALEIWA, Hawaii
lice Lunt didn’t worry too much
when she saw waves splashing
close to her home on Oahu’s North
Shore on Christmas Eve. She had

seen the ocean edge close before. Before
dawn, a neighbor woke her with a call.

“Everything was washing away,” she re-
membered the neighbor saying.

The water claimed Lunt’s deck that day
and washed away a concrete slab the next
night — part of a fast-moving collapse of the
shore that also ripped out a neighbor’s back-
yard and forced another to cut away rooms
to save the rest of their house.

The Christmas swell damaged at least
five oceanfront properties in the neighbor-
hood, rekindling a decades-old debate about
how best the state and homeowners should
respond to beach erosion and the increas-
ingly rising waters of the Pacific Ocean.

Some property owners want to be able
to install a seawall or something similar
to protect their property. Doing so, scien-
tists say, could lead the sand on the nearby
coastline — including Sunset Beach, home
to some of the world’s top surfing contests
— to disappear.

“Do you build a seawall and potentially
condemn the beach to extinction in front of
the seawall but at the same time buy a lot of
time for homeowners on the nearby land to
figure out how to move away from that situ-
ation?” asked Chip Fletcher, a University of

Hawaii coastal geologist.

“Or do you not build a seawall, condemn-
ing the homes and the developed land to ex-
tinction, but allow the beach to survive?”

Fletcher said building seawalls always
comes to mind wherever severe erosion oc-
curs. He said studies show seawalls built on
chronically eroding shorelines like Sunset
Beach will lead only to more erosion down
the coast.

Fletcher noted that other Oahu communi-
ties have already lost large chunks of beach
because of seawalls.

These are stark options for Sunset Beach,
where multimillion-dollar homes line the
shore and where the globe’s top surfers
converge each year for the World Cup of
Surfing.

Property owners wanting to build a sea-
wall would need to draft an environmental
study and get a state permit, a process that
could take months.

In the short term, they may receive emer-
gency authorization to place sandbags and
tarp in front of their properties to deflect
the waves, said Sam Lemmo, the coastal
lands office administrator.

Krystle Dombrowski — whose family
owns two houses next to Lunt’s that they
rent to vacationers — her husband, Ken-
neth, some friends and volunteers ran out of
burlap sacks so they bought all the pillow-
cases at Wal-Mart and made bright-orange,
red and polka dot sandbags.

Large surf that regularly hits the North
Shore each winter brought the Christmas
swell, not a freak storm.

Lunt said the beach fronting her home
was particularly narrow because swells
from the north that usually deposit sand
during the summer weren’t as frequent,
and westerly swells had taken away sand
instead. West and northwest swells have
continued to carry away sand this winter,
she said.

More fundamental factors are also at
play. One is that sea levels have been rising
for years, pushing the ocean inland. Anoth-
er is that the Sunset coastline is chronically
eroding, just like 70 percent of the beaches
on Oahu, Maui and Kauai islands.

In the long term, both Lemmo and Fletch-
er believe government agencies should
encourage people to move away from the
coast to eliminate the question of whether
seawalls should be built.

“We need to accommodate the erosion,
allow it to occur, and we need to move away
from it so it doesn’t affect our lives,” Lemmo
said.

One option would be for a land conserva-

tion fund to buy properties along key shore-
lines and turn those areas into public parks,
Fletcher said.

In Hawaii, the counties decide how far
back from the coast dwellings may be built.
On Oahu, people may only build homes 40
feet from the shoreline. Kauai and Maui
counties, however, have adopted tighter
rules in recognition of the erosion creeping
up on their coastlines.

Even that may not be far enough, Fletcher
said, noting those setbacks still allow build-
ings right on the sand dunes. Construction
may need to be 150 feet from the shoreline
to get away from the dunes, he said.

Rocky Point homes, like many of Ha-
waii’s coastal homes, were built on dunes
that would now be feeding the beach with
sand if they didn’t have structures on them.

“The event on the North Shore is a warn-
ing for all of us in Hawaii that these sorts of
occurrences are part of our future,” Fletch-
er said.



Friday, January 17,2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

£ Pace 13

NATION

Driver ‘saw history change all the time’

Long-serving
CIA worker's
road ends with
stories to tell

By IAN SHAPIRA
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The way
Mr. Thornton tells the story, it
was shortly after the Sept. 11 at-
tacks, and he suddenly needed
to drive the CIA’s No. 3 official
to a secret location three hours
away in Virginia. His boss, A.B.
“Buzzy” Krongard, was running
late, so Mr. Thornton — a fedora-
wearing septuagenarian who ev-
eryone, even agency directors,
called by that honorific — would
need to use his lead foot.

“It was at one of these under-
cover places, and we were doing
80 mph. One time, I hit 100. But I
got Buzzy there 15 minutes before
the meeting,” said Mr. Thornton,
79, who insists he cannot remem-
ber much else about the drive
and why the meeting was so ur-
gent. “All I knew about it was that
it was a secret place,” he said.
“That’s all I can say.”

Mr. Thornton never ran spies.
(So he says.) He never interrogat-
ed a terrorist suspect. But in his
nearly 45 years at the CIA — a
tenure that ended Dec. 20 when
he retired — the Prince George’s
County, Md., man worked as an
agency driver and became a fix-
ture at the CIA’s headquarters
in Langley, Va. In his first two-
plus decades, he operated agency
shuttle buses, picking up CIA em-
ployees around Washington and
dropping them off at government
facilities. In the last 17 years or
so, he chauffeured the agency’s

executive director — “ExDir,”
in agency parlance — as well as
other agency officers.

Up until late December, Mr.
Thornton occupied an unsung
role in the national security es-
tablishment. Mr. Thornton was
an unarmed CIA driver with top-
secret security clearance who
every day happened to hold in his
hands the lives of elite spymasters
— his “principals,” as he dutifully
calls them.

What did Mr. Thornton over-
hear in all those trips with the
CIA’s senior executives?

“You learn not to be too curi-
ous,” he said, with a slight grin.

“I saw history change all the
time, directors and executive di-
rectors come in and leave. I was
there when things happened,” he
said. “But you couldn’t go up and
down the street saying you were
there. I know it. The people I was
hauling know it.”

At Langley, Mr. Thornton
walked the agency’s seventh floor
of senior executives, popping
into offices, clad in Burberry or
Joseph Abboud suits and red or
brown bowlers or fedoras. On

At a CIA holiday reception in December 2013, Thornton stands
between agency director John Brennan and deputy director Awril
Haines. Thornton retired this month after almost 45 years of driving
for the CIA.

his breaks, he routinely could be
found at one of the back tables at
the agency’s Starbucks, chatting
with fellow drivers. (Yes, the CIA
has, among other chain eateries,
a Starbucks, replete with Aimee
Mann music and highly vetted
baristas.) Those who didn’t know
him by name simply called him
“The Hat Man.”

In his nearly half-century at
the CIA, Mr. Thornton witnessed
his employer generate headlines
frequently. Some of the people
responsible for those headlines
were the very people he was driv-
ing around.

Some of the stories hit close:
One of his former principals, Kyle
“Dusty” Foggo, pleaded guilty in

2008 in a federal corruption case
for steering agency contracts to a
friend. “Some people have said to
me, ‘Well, you were hauling Dusty
around, and he was wheeling and
dealing,” Mr. Thornton said. “I
just said I was the driver. I didn’t
have the slightest idea what was
going on.”

Foggo, who declined to be in-
terviewed, said in an email, “Mr
Thornton, besides being the best
dressed person in the agency, was
a man whose kindness, humility,
and humanity for others often
made me wish I was working for
him.”

Mr. Thornton said one event,
morethanothers, stayed with him:
inJanuary 1993, when a Pakistani

.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY/The Washington Post

Mr. Thornton, 79, drives in December during his next-to-last day of work for the Central Intelligence Agency.

immigrant shot and killed two
agency employees at a red light
outside the headquarters. “I had
stopped at a McDonald’s and was
on the way back to headquarters.
I'was in the fourth car behind the
guys that got shot,” Mr. Thornton
said. “The shooter came down the
line and was shooting at people.
And then he jumped in a car, and
they didn’t know where he went. I
was scared.”

Other memories are more com-
ical. Once, Mr. Thornton recalled,
he had to pick up Krongard at a
government facility somewhere
in northern Virginia, and sud-
denly, George Tenet, then the
agency’s director, hopped into
the back of his car, ditching his
armed security.

“Tenet just said something
like, ‘Let’s go! Put the pedal to
the metal”” Mr. Thornton said,
laughing.

If Mr. Thornton overheard any-

Mr. Thornton grew up in Lees-
burg, Va., as one of 16 children,
the son of a domestic worker and
a farmer. He and his twin sister
were the first in their family to
earn high school diplomas, grad-
uating in the early 1950s from the
all-black Douglass High School
in Leesburg. His first job: work-
ing as a janitor at Melpar, an engi-
neering government contractor.

Then he got hired as a messen-
ger at the Institute for Defense
Analyses, a nonprofit corporation
that operates federally funded
research centers for the govern-
ment. In that job, he often trav-
eled to the CIA to pick up library
books, he said. On one of his CIA
trips, he learned the agency was
hiring drivers, for better pay. He
applied and got the job.

On June 8, 1969, when Richard
Helms was director, Mr. Thorn-
ton began his CIA marathon and
would become one of the longest-

thing juicy from his pr
the talk likely centered on who
was getting which job. “There
could be discussion that you were
going to promote Joe to John’s
job,” Krongard said. “In the agen-
cy, that’s worth its weight in gold,
rather than whether we’re going
to run a coup in some country, be-
cause that’s business as usual and
won’t affect anyone.”

The drivers, after all, undergo
polygraphs, which Mr. Thornton
rarely minded. “They strap you
in and put all this junk on you,”
he said, with a chuckle. “They
ride on you, like ‘What’d you hear
in the car?” and ‘Have you been
overseas?’ But I really can’t dis-
cuss what they ask you.”

serving empl at the agency.

Now, Mr. Thornton is spend-
ing more time with his second
wife, Dianne Thornton, a retired
Montgomery County, Md., school
principal. No more 3:30 am.
wake-up times. No more 5 a.m.
arrival times. No more 12- or
13-hour days. No more being on
call 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Now it’s time for vacations
in Florida or overseas. To this day,
Dianne doesn’t question what her
husband did exactly for CIA. Was
he more than a just driver — per-
haps a covert operative? At that
question, his wife uttered a word
not even people at the agency use.

“That,” she said, “is not my
Bernard.”
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Hanging
on to hope

Marcus Yam, Seattie Times/MCT

Greg and Renee Wood turned their ministry, Word of Life, over to their son as Greg is battling colon cancer and Renee is battling breast cancer. They were able to meet financial

needs with help from Hopelink.

When hard times hit, Greg and Renee Wood came on the receiving end of helping others

By Sanp1 DouGHTON
The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — Throughout their mar-
ried life, Greg and Renee Wood have al-
ways been the ones who take care of other
people.

As Christian pastors for nearly 20 years,
they tended to the spiritual — and tempo-
ral — needs of their congregation.

As parents, they raised six children of
their own while also taking in dozens of
abused ngsters.

As active members of their community,
they organized a program to provide back-
packs filled with school supplies for stu-
dents in need.

When the Woods found themselves sick,
unemployed and on the brink of being
evicted from their home earlier this year,
asking for help didn’t come easily to them.

After all, they had coped with misfor-
tune before.

Two years after their eldest son died
from a seizure in 2004, Renee was diag-
nosed with breast cancer. Her first rounds
of treatment went well, though, knocking
the disease into remission.

Even after the cancer came back with a
vengeance and Renee was forced to stop
working, she and Greg were able to keep
their heads above water.

When Greg was diagnosed with ad-

vanced colon cancer in June, their finan-
cial safety net evaporated.

With the main breadwinner too weak to
work — and uninsured — the family fell
behind on rent and utilities and even had a
hard time buying groceries.

“It felt like we’d been hit with bombs
— one after the other,” Renee said.

Then a friend told her about Hopelink.

With centers across North and East King
County, Wash., the organization provides a
range of services aimed mostly at helping
people cope with crises and get back on
their feet. Like many of the 60,000 people
Hopelink serves each year, Renee’s first
contact came through one of the group’s
five food banks.

There, she discovered that Hopelink also
provides emergency assistance to keep
people from being evicte

“They paid our utilities. They helped pay
i hey were the an-
swer to a prayer.”

Founded in 1971 by laid-off Boeing work-
ers who banded together to help each other
find jobs, Hopelink continues that mission
with programs to help people improve
their resumes and job-hunting skills. The
nonprofit provides transportation services
along with temporary housing, adult edu-
cation and advice on money management.

“We're trying to help people get back to

self-sufficiency,”
Betker.

For Greg and Renee Wood, rent assis-
tance helped solve their most pressing fi-
nancial need. Ongoing
visits to the food bank
keep groceries in the
fridge while both hus-
band and wife undergo
physically  draining
chemotherapy.

“This is a difficult
time for them,” said
Kay Hockeiser, an
emergency  services
specialist at Hopelink’s
Kirkland, Wash., cen-
ter. “They have been
hardworking all their
lives, and they really
do want to work, but
because of these un-
fortunate events they

said spokeswoman Kris

‘I feel like
this is just
another
part of our
journey
that we're
going

to grow
and learn
from.”

Renee Wood

can’t.”

It’s particularly tough on Greg.

“As head of the household all those years,
I feel like I'm supposed to be taking care of
everyone else,” he said on a recent Sunday,
as family and friends gathered at his home
for a Bible discussion.

Greg, 60, and Renee, 58, passed the lead-
ership of their Lynnwood, Wash., ministry,
Word of Life, to their son, Sheldon, a couple

of years ago. Making a living as a pastor is
rarely a lucrative business, said Greg.

After he gave up church work, he took a
job at U-Haul, and was two months away
from being eligible for health insurance
when he received his cancer diagnosis.

Though both he and Renee eventually
qualified for coverage through Medicaid,
they still owe thousands of dollars for med-
ical expenses.

They refuse to let their financial and
health woes take over their lives.

T'm very optimistic,” said Renee. “I feel
like this is just another part of our journey
that we’re going to grow and learn from.

Last fall, Renee, Greg and several fam-
ily members set up housekeeping together
in Snohomish. Their children pay the bills
and assist their parents with their medical
regimens.

“I feel so loved and protected,” Renee
said. “We’ve always been a very close
family.”

But she and Greg also fret about impos-
ing on their children. “I'm used to saying
to them, ‘What do you need?”” Renee said.

Greg and Renee both hope they’ll be able
to work again soon.

That would be the best possible outcome,
Hockeiser said. “We want people to be sta-
ble in the future, and, hopefully, not need
our services,” she said.
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‘I have anxiety if | don’t have it on’

More police
now sporting
cameras on
their bodies

By JEssicA ANDERSON
The Baltimore Sun

BALTIMORE — Officer Aaron
‘Waddell pulled over a gray Dodge
Caravan on Route 198 in Laurel,
Md., and asked the driver for his
license and registration. Waddell
told the man why he stopped him
— a suspected seat belt violation
— and added, “Just to let you
know, you're being recorded.”

Such warnings could become
more common as police across
Maryland consider following
Laurel’s lead and equipping offi-
cers with small video cameras to
record public interactions — part
of an effort to limit complaints.
Even the most mundane traffic
stop can devolve into a dispute,
and supporters say a recording
can guard all sides from unfound-
ed allegations.

But the new technology — now
under consideration by the Bal-
timore Police Department and
the Maryland State Police — also
has proved difficult to reconcile
with concerns about privacy and
consent.

Though civil-rights  advo-
cates agree that video cameras
can improve accountability, the
American Civil Liberties Union
cautioned recently that without
proper oversight they could be-
come “yet another system for
routine surveillance.” And some
officers question whether the
cameras will sour relations with
the public.

In Laurel, where police began
rolling out cameras last year at a
cost of $2,000 apiece, some in the
department initially were reluc-
tant to submit to the near-constant
recording. Now, though, Waddell
can’t imagine working without his
camera, a pen-size device worn on
sunglasses or a headband.

“I have anxiety if I don’t
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have it on,” said the patrolman,
who pulled over 1,000 people
in 2012. “Just by the amount of
contact I have with people, I get
complaints.”

Everything went smoothly in
the Route 198 stop. The driver
politely accepted a citation and
buckled up; Waddell switched off
the device and moved along.

Recent cases in Baltimore have
demonstrated how initial witness
accounts can differ widely from
official explanations. When Ty-
rone West died in police custody
last summer, several witnesses
said he had been beaten. Offi-
cers were cleared of wrongdoing,
though his family continues to
question the finding.

The advent of the cameras is the
latest move in a long struggle by
police to adapt to technology that
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Pfc. Aaron Waddell of the Laurel Police Department in Laurel, Md., wears a camera mounted to his
sunglasses to monitor his interactions with the public.

has put a recording device in the
hands of everyone who carries a
cellphone. Officers are under in-
creased scrutiny because every
public action can be captured and
posted online in moments.

Often, police complain that
videos shot by bystanders fail to
capture an entire event. With the
cameras, police aim to be protec-
tor and enforcer, arguing that the
footage could help keep them ac-
countable, provide evidence of
crimes and resolve disputes over
conduct.

But it also means the govern-
ment is collecting more informa-
tion, which raises questions about
the data’s distribution, retention
and storage.

“This is something depart-
ments are trying to get their
hands around,” said Chuck Wex-
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ler, executive director of the Po-
lice Executive Research Forum,
a policy think tank working for
the U.S. Department of Justice to
develop guidelines for the use of
police cameras. “Police encoun-
ter citizens when they are at their
worst. There are all sorts of pri-
vacy issues raised.”

But police officials consider-
ing the technology believe it en-
hances credibility of officers at a
time when they are already being
recorded.

Baltimore police Commission-
er Anthony W. Batts has indicated
that he wants to see officers outfit-
ted with the body-worn cameras.
Arecently released strategic plan
calls for a look at whether cam-
eras could help save money paid
out from lawsuits.

A similar study done when
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The Laurel Police Department’s
use of video cameras is part of
an effort to limit complaints.

Batts headed the Oakland, Calif.,
Police Department called for a
“well-thought out policy that pro-
tects officers’ and citizens’ consti-
tutional rights and privacy.” The
department acquired hundreds
of cameras in 2010, and officers
were directed to have them on for
many public interactions.

The ACLU has cited an in-
cident there — after Batts left
— in warning about the potential
pitfalls of cameras. Two officers
were disciplined after turning a
camera off during a clash with
Occupy Oakland protesters in
late 2011.

“The balance that needs to be
struck is to ensure that officers
can’t manipulate the video record,
while also ensuring that officers
are not subjected to a relentless
regime of surveillance without
any opportunity for shelter from
constant monitoring,” the organi-
zation said in a statement.

A study of the cameras last
year reported a 50 percent drop
in police use-of-force incidents
in Rialto, Calif., a city of about
100,000. The study also report-
ed a nearly 90 percent drop in
citizens’ complaints during the
course of a year.

Steve Tuttle, a spokesman with
Taser, the Scottsdale, Ariz.-based
company that makes and oper-
ates camera systems for more
than 800 agencies, said the re-
cordings are simply an extension
of recording already taking place
via in-car cameras and civilians’
cellphones.

Officers should be recording,
Tuttle said, “because if you don’t
do it, somebody else is with their
flip phone. They don’t capture
why the officer did it. It’s not
going to be from that officer’s
perspective.”
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UN: Syrian
executions
could be

war crimes

The Associated Press

GENEVA — Extremist Islamic
groups in Syria are committing a
“soaring” number of killings in the
country’s north that could amount
to war crimes, the UN. human
rights office said Thursday.

U.N. High Commissioner for
Human Rights Navi Pillay said
that over the past two weeks her
office has received reports of “a
succession of mass executions of
civilians and fighters who were
no longer participating in hostili-
ties in Aleppo, Idlib and Ragga by
hardline armed opposition groups
in Syria, in particular by the” al-
Qaida-linked Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant.

She warned that such killings
violate international humanitar-
ian law, and the numbers of such
violations are thought to be alarm-
ingly high.

Pilay’s office reported that in
the first week of January a num-
ber of people were killed in Idlib
by armed opposition groups. It
said that on Jan. 6 in Aleppo, three
people reportedly held by the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and the Levant
at its base in Makhfar al-Saleheen
were found dead, handcuffed, with
bullet wounds in their heads.

Two days later, also in Aleppo,
“numerous bodies, again mostly
handcuffed and blindfolded, were
found in a Children’s Hospital”
once used as a base by the group,
the U.N. office said. It said at least
four local media activists were
among the dead, as well as cap-
tured fighters from armed opposi-
tion groups.

Pillay said there also are “deep-
ly disturbing reports emerging
of mass executions” by the al-
Qaida-linked group, both when it
withdrew from Ragga and after
it regained control earlier this
week.

“These reports are particularly
alarming, given the large num-
bers of people, including civilians,
that armed opposition groups in
Syria are believed to be holding in
custody,” Pillay said. “The taking
of hostages is prohibited under in-
ternational humanitarian law and
may also constitute a war crime.”

Analysis of chemical attack under fire

A new study suggests the U.S. intelligence assessments of the August 2013 chemical weapons attacks outside Damascus,
Syria, were flawed. The study says the design of rocket used in the attacks, its likely payload and its possible trajectories
show it would have been impossible for the rocket to have been fired from inside areas controlled by the Syrian government.

© Chemical attacks, Aug. 21,2013
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Analysis of rocket used in sarin
gas attack undercuts US claims

By MATTHEW SCHOFIELD
McClatchy Foreign Staff

BERLIN — A series of revela-
tions about the rocket believed to
have delivered poison sarin gas to
a Damascus suburb last summer
are challenging American intelli-
gence assumptions about that at-
tack and suggest that the case U.S.
officials initially made for retalia-
tory military action was flawed.

Ateam of security and arms ex-
perts, meeting this week in Wash-
ington to discuss the matter, has
concluded that the range of the
rocket that delivered sarin in the
largest attack that night was too
short for the device to have been
fired from the Syrian government
positions where the Obama ad-
ministration says they originated.

Separately, international weap-
ons experts are puzzling over why
the rocket in question — an impro-
vised 330 mm to 350 mm rocket
equipped with a large receptacle
on its nose to hold chemicals —re-
portedly did not appear in the Syr-
ian government’s declaration of its
arsenal to the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
and apparently was not uncovered
by OPCW inspectors who believe
they have destroyed Syria’s ability
to deliver a chemical attack.

Neither development proves de-
cisively that Syrian government
forces did not fire the chemicals
that killed hundreds of Syrians in
the early morning hours of Aug.
21. US. officials continue to insist
that the case for Syrian govern-
ment responsibility for the attack
in East Ghouta is stronger than
any suggestion of rebel involve-

ment, while experts say it is pos-
sible Syria left the rockets out of
its chemical weapons declaration
simply to make certain it could not
be tied to the attack.

“That failure to declare can
mean different things,” said Ralf
Trapp, an original member of the
Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons and a former
secretary of the group’s scientific
advisory board. “It can mean the
Syrian government doesn’t have
them, or that they are hiding
them.”

In Washington, the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence
said its assertion of Syrian gov-
ernment responsibility remains
unchanged.

“The body of information used
to make the assessment regard-
ing the August 21 attack included
intelligence pertaining to the
regime’s preparations for this at-
tack and its means of delivery,
multiple streams of intelligence
about the attack itself and its ef-
fect, our post-attack observations,
and the differences between the
capabilities of the regime and the
opposition. That assessment made
clear that the opposition had not
used chemical weapons in Syria,”
it said Wednesday in an email.

The authors of a report released
Wednesday said that their study
of the rocket’s design, its likely
payload and its possible trajecto-
ries show that it would have been
impossible for the rocket to have
been fired from inside areas con-
trolled by the government of Syr-
ian President Bashar Assad.

In the report, titled “Possible

Implications of Faulty U.S. Tech-
nical Intelligence,” Richard Lloyd,
a former United Nations weapons
inspector, and Theodore Postol, a
professor of science, technology
and national security policy at the
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, argue that the question
about the rocket’s range indicates
a major weakness in the case for
military action initially pressed by
Obama administration officials.

The administration eventually
withdrew its request for congres-
sional authorization for a mili-
tary strike after Syria agreed to
submit to the Chemical Weap-
ons Convention, which bans the
weapons.

Relying on mathematical pro-
jections about the likely force of
the rocket and noting that its de-
sign—some have describeditasa
trash can on a stick — would have
made it awkward in flight, Lloyd
and Postol conclude that the rock-
et likely had a maximum range
of just more than 1.2 miles. That
range, the report explains in de-
tail, means the rockets could not
have come from land controlled
by the Syrian government.

To emphasize their point, the
authors used a map produced
by the White House that showed
which areas were under govern-
ment and rebel control on Aug. 21
and where the chemical weapons
attack occurred. Drawing circles
around Zamalkato show the range
from which the rocket could have
come, the authors conclude that
all of the likely launching points
were in rebel-held areas or areas
that were in dispute.

Voters in Egypt back
charter, official says

CAIRO — An overwhelming
majority of Egyptians who voted
on the country’s new constitution
have backed the draft charter, a
senior official said Thursday.

The official told The Associated
Press that unofficial results, after
most ballots have been counted,
indicate that more than 90 per-
cent of the voters have said “yes”
to the constitution.

He declined to give an estimate
on the final turnout and spoke on
condition of anonymity because
he is not authorized to talk to the
media. The vote held Tuesday
and Wednesday is a milestone
for Egypt’s interim government,
installed by the military after the
ouster last July of Islamist Presi-
dent Mohammed Morsi.

The draft is also a key piece of
a political road map toward new
elections for a president and a test
of public opinion about the coup
that removed Morsi and his Mus-
lim Brotherhood. It is a heavily
amended version of a constitution
written by Morsi’s Islamist allies
and ratified in December 2012
with some 64 percent of the vote
but with a nationwide turnout of
just over 30 percent.

Morsi’s Brotherhood boycot-
ted the referendum while the
country’s second-largest Islamist
group, the ultraconservative
Salafis, also stayed away from the
polls in response to a crackdown
against Islamists that included
confiscation of their assets, shut-
down of their TV networks and
the banning of their top clerics
from preaching in mosques.

This left traditional Islamist
strongholds across Egypt seeing
only a trickle of voters during the
two-day balloting.

Indian police close in
on 6 men in gang rape

NEW DELHI — Indian police
said Thursday that they were
closing in on six homeless men
in the gang rape of a 51-year-old
Danish tourist in New Delhi, a
case that highlights the plague
of sexual violence in the country
and threatens to tarnish its tour-
ism industry.

Two other suspects were picked
up Wednesday night and accused
of taking part in Tuesday’s attack,
which lasted nearly three hours
and happened near Connaught
Place, a popular shopping area
in the heart of New Delhi, police
spokesman Rajan Bhagat said.

“We have identified the cul-
prits. All of them are vagabonds,”
a police official said, according to
the Press Trust of India.

From The Associated Press

ful KIMONO & Good Souvenir-shop

tGETA(Wooden Foorwecr) % CHIRIMEN Bags
* SAMURAI-KIMONO * YUKATA-KIMONO
# NOREN (Tapesiry) % JIKATABI(Japanese TABI Shoes) &
* TENUGUI Cloth * FUROSHIKI Wrapping Cloth
% CHIRIMEN (Japanese Crepe Cloth)

03-3461-0064 * www.maruara.com ¢ info@maruara.com

s MARUARA WATANABE ® rwwvvee

1:00 p.m. - 7:0
Closed on WeJ:lesdcy

168, Udagawacho, Shibuyaku, TOKYO

SEIBUD.S.




Friday, January 17,2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRRER PR Pace 17

WORLD

French actress files
lawsuit over report
of Hollande affair

By JaMEY KEATEN
The Associated Press
PARIS — A French actress suspected of having

an affair with President Francois Hollande has filed
alawsuit against a gossip magazine for alleged inva-

sion of privacy over its report.

A representative of Closer magazine says the pub-

L

"

lication received legal documents Thursday from

Julie Gayet and her lawyers. The lawsuit seeks
about $74,000 in damages and other fees, plus the
publication of a summary of any judicial ruling in

the case on its front page.

Also Thursday, France’s first lady was making
progress in a hospital. Valerie Trierweiler was hos-
pitalized Jan. 9 for rest following the report, which
said Hollande sneaked into an apartment near the
presidential palace to meet the actress.

Chris PizzeLLo/AP

French actress Julie Gayet appears at the 2012
Palm Springs International Film Festival Awards
Gala, in Palm Springs, Calif.

Trierweiler spokesman Patrice Biancone said
Thursday that the first lady was progressing, saying
six days of rest “counts, after all.”

Hollande has expressed
report, but stopped short of saying he’d sue.

“indignation” about the

International pedophile ring broken up

By Danica KIrRka
AND JiM GOMEZ
The Associated Press

LONDON — Child abuse in-
vestigators in Britain, the U.S.
and Australia have dismantled
an organized crime group that
streamed live webcam footage of
child sexual abuse from the Phil-
ippines for paying viewers around
the world.

An international investigation
broke up the ring, which abused
impoverished children as young
as 6, Britain’s National Crime
Agency said Thursday. Authori-
ties made 29 arrests, including
11 people in the Philippines who
had facilitated the crime. Some
were members of the children’s
families.

Police describe the use of
webcams to stream live child
abuse — especially from develop-

ing countries — as a “significant
and emerging threat.”

“This investigation has identi-
fied some extremely dangerous
child sexual offenders who be-
lieved paying for children to be
abused to order was something
they could get away with,” said
Andy Baker, the deputy direc-
tor of the agency’s command for
child protection.

“Being thousands of miles
away makes no difference to their
guilt. In my mind, they are just as
responsible for the abuse of these
children as the contact abusers
overseas.”

The investigation began in
2012 after a routine police visit
to Timothy Ford, a registered sex
offender in Britain. Police found
a number of indecent videos on
his computer and contacted child
abuse investigators, touching off
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a global investigation that identi-
fied more “customers” and others
involved in the ring.

U.K,, Australian and U.S. au-
thorities worked together on the
case with the International Jus-
tice Mission, a nongovernmental
group. Together, the agencies
presented their data to authori-
ties in the Philippines to identify
offenders and victims.

The investigation, codenamed
Operation Endeavour, spanned 12
countries including France, Ger-
many, Switzerland and Canada.
Five people have been convicted
in the U.K,, including Ford, who
was sentenced in March to 8'2
years in prison.

The agency said Ford paid to
watch the live abuse and had
planned to move to the Philip-
pines to set up an Internet cafe.

Vatican criticized
over sex abuse

By JouN HEILPRIN
AND NIcOLE WINFIELD
The Associated Press

GENEVA — The Vatican came
under blistering criticism from a
U.N. committee Thursday for its
handling of the global priest sex
abuse scandal, facing its most in-
tense public grilling to date over
allegations that it protected pe-
dophile priests at the expense of
victims.

The Vatican insisted it had little
Jjurisdiction to sanction pedophile
priests around the globe, saying it
was for local law enforcement to
do so. But officials conceded that
more needs to be done and prom-
ised to build on progress already
made to become a model for oth-
ers, given the scale of the problem
and the role the Holy See plays in
the international community.

“The Holy See gets it,” Mon-
signor Charles Scicluna, the
Vatican’s former sex crimes pros-
ecutor, told the committee. “Let’s
not say too late or not. But there
are certain things that need to be
done differently.”

He was responding to a grill-
ing by the U.N. committee over
the Holy See’s failure to abide by
termsof the U.N. Convention onthe
Rights of the Child which, among
other things, calls for signatories
to take all appropriate measures
to keep children from harm. Crit-
ics allege the church enabled the
rape of thousands of children by
encouraging a culture of cover-up
to defend its reputation.

Groups representing victims of
clerical abuse, who have been ac-
tive in civil litigation against the
church, gave the U.N. committee

hundreds of pages of documents
that informed the questioning.
The groups have welcomed the
hearing as the first time the Vati-
can has had to publicly defend
its record in what amounted to a
courtroom cross-examination in
which no limits were placed on
the questioning.

The scene inside the confer-
ence room at U.N. headquarters
in Geneva was remarkable by
U.N. standards, with committee
members, themselves, marveling
at how such a powerful institution
as the Holy See could be hauled
before a relatively obscure U.N.
human rights committee to an-
swer uncomfortable questions.

It also was remarkable by Vati-
can standards. Traditionally the
Holy See has insisted that the Vat-
ican as an institution bore little or
no responsibility for the problem,
blaming scandals and cases on
individual priests or their bish-
ops over whom the Vatican has no
real control.

While insisting on that legal
separation, though, the Vatican
did respond to questions about
cases even where it had no juris-
diction or involvement, and on
many occasions welcomed rec-
ommendations on ways to make
children safer.

“I'm with you when you say, ‘All
these nice words will not mean
anything ... if there is not more
transparency and accountabil-
ity on the local level,” Scicluna
told committee member Benyam
Mezmur, an Ethiopian academic
who asked what it would take for
the Holy See to sanction bishops
who fail to report pedophiles to
police.
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‘Hustle,

lead Oscar nominations

By Jake CoyLE
The Associated Press

The con-artist comedy “American Hustle” and
the 3-D space odyssey “Gravity” lead the Acad-
emy Awards with 10 nominations each, with the
historical epic “12 Years a Slave” trailing closely
with nine nominations.

The nominations announced Thursday set up
a race between three very different films, all of
‘which were nominated for best picture.

Nine films were nominated for best picture. The
other nominees are “Captain Phillips,” “Dallas
Buyers Club,” “Her,” “Nebraska,” “The Wolf of
Wall Street” and the British film “Philomena.”

The most notable omission for a nomination was
Tom Hanks for his lead performance in “Captain
Phillips.” Hanks has been nominated five times
previously, and has won for “Forrest Gump” and
“Philadelphia.”

Robert Redford, expected by many to be nomi-
nated for the shipwreck drama “All Is Lost,” also
missed out on a best actor nod. Redford has never
‘won an acting Oscar.

Disney’s making of “Mary Poppins” tale “Sav-

‘Gravity’

ing Mr. Banks” also failed to land
either a best picture nomination or
a best actress nod for British-born
Emma Thompson.

The best actress nominees are Amy
Adams (“American Hustle”), Australian-
born Cate Blanchett (“Blue Jasmine”),
Sandra Bullock (“Gravity”), British-born
Judi Dench (“Philomena”) and Meryl
Streep (“August: Osage County”).

This is Streep’s 18th nomination, includ-
ing three wins.

Many enjoyed their first Oscar nomination
Thursday, including Ejiofor, McConaughey, Mi-
chael Fassbender (“12 Years a Slave”), McQueen,
Barkhad Abdi (a limo driver before being cast in
“Captain Phillips”) and Jared Leto, who had de-
voted himself to music before returning to play a
transsexual in the drama “Dallas Buyers Club.”

Though historically the most-nominated films
have taken home the best picture award, that’s not
been the case in recent years. In six of the past 10
years, the most-nominated film hasn’t won in the
end, including last year when “Lincoln,” with 12
nominations, was beaten by “Argo.”

The 86th annual Academy Awards, with host Ellen DeGeneres, are March 2. The show’s producers have
said the ceremony this year will honor heroes — and the filmmakers who bring them to life. Craig Zadan
and Neil Meron said Tuesday they wanted to unify the show with an entertaining and emotional theme.

Best Picture: “American Hustle,” “Captain
Phillips,” “Dallas Buyers Club,” “Gravity,” “Her,"
“Nebraska,” “Philomena,” “12 Years a Slave,”
“The Wolf of Wall Street”

Actor: Christian Bale, “American Hustle”;
Bruce Dern, “Nebraska”; Leonardo DiCaprio,
“The Wolf of Wall Street”; Chiwetel Ejiofor, “12
Years a Slave”; Matthew McConaughey, “Dallas
Buyers Club”

Actress: Amy Adams, “American Hustle”; Cate
Blanchett, “Blue Jasmine”; Sandra Bullock,
“Gravity”; Judi Dench, “Philomena”; Meryl
Streep, “August: Osage County”

Supporting Actor: Barkhad Abdi, “Captain
Phillips”; Bradley Cooper, “American Hustle";
Michael Fassbender, “12 Years a Slave”; Jonah
Hill, “The Wolf of Wall Street”; Jared Leto,
“Dallas Buyers Club”

Supporting Actress: Sally Hawkins, “Blue
Jasmine”; Jennifer Lawrence, “American
Hustle”; Lupita Nyong'o, “12 Years a Slave”;
Julia Roberts, “August: Osage County”; June
Squibb, “Nebraska”

Directing: David O. Russell, “American Hustle”;

Alfonso Cuaron, “Gravity"; Alexander Payne,
“Nebraska”; Steve McQueen, “12 Years a

“Yesterday | was doing jury duty, today | woke
y Award ination. Only

up with an Acad

“Congratulations to the cast and crew of

in America.”
— Jared Leto on his nomination
for best supporting actor for “Dallas Buyers Club”

Hustle’ and ‘Her,’ two films that I'm
incredibly proud to be a part of.”
— Best actress nominee Amy Adams, who was
nominated for her role in “American Hustle.”

AP

SELECT NOMINEES FOR THE 86TH ANNUAL ACADEMY AWARDS

Slave”; Martin Scorsese, “The Wolf of Wall
Street”

Foreign Language Film: “The Broken Circle
Breakdown,” Belgium; “The Great Beauty,”
Italy; “The Hunt,” Denmark; “The Missing
Picture,” Cambodia; “Omar,” Palestine
Animated Feature Film: “The Croods”;
“Despicable Me 2"; “Emest & Celestine”;
“Frozen”; “The Wind Rises”

Original Song: “Alone Yet Not Alone” from
“Alone Yet Not Alone,” Bruce Broughton and
Dennis Spiegel; “Happy” from “Despicable Me
2,” Pharrell Williams; “Let It Go” from “Frozen,”

REACTIONS TO THE NOMINATIONS

“I'm at home in Malibu, having a cup of tea,
catching the sunrise. My newborn’s walking
around. ... What a great alarm clock and news
to wake up to this morning.”
— Best actor nominee Matthew McConaughey,
for his performance in “Dallas Buyers Club”

Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez;
“The Moon Song” from “Her,” Karen O and
Spike Jonze; “Ordinary Love” from “Mandela:
Long Walk to Freedom,” Paul Hewson, Dave
Evans, Adam Clayton and Larry Mullen
Costume: “American Hustle,” “The
Grandmaster,” “The Great Gatsby,” “The
Invisible Woman,” “12 Years a Slave”
Makeup and Hairstyling: “Dallas Buyers Club,”
“Jackass Presents: Bad Grandpa,” “The Lone
Ranger”

For a complete list: oscar.go.com

From The Associated Press

v

“My knees buckled. It's the last thing |

expected.”

— Sally Hawkins, nominated for best supporting
actress for her role in “Blue Jasmine”

Quotes and photos from The Associated Press



Friday, January 17,2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRRER RN Pace 19

FACES

Producer: Revelations vindicate show

By LynN ELEBER
The Associated Press

Producers of “Person of Interest” said

‘We’ve always said, if we do our job, at the end

of every episode you should be looking at your cell

TV a haven
for actors,
according
to Thornton

By LynN ELBER
The Associated Press

Billy Bob Thornton said actors
who want to work on sophisticat-
ed projects are finding them in
television and not film.

He’s proving the point with a
starring role in the upcoming FX
inspired by the

series “Fargo,
1996 Joel and
Ethan Coen
movie.

Thornton
told a Televi-
sion  Critics
Association
meeting Tues-
day that while
Hollywood
studios churn
out action
movies, broad
comedies and “movies where
apparently vampires are all
models,” TV offers the kind of
insightful work once common in
films.

He says that’s why peers like
Kevin Costner, Dennis Quaid
and Kevin Bacon have turned to
television.

“The entertainment business

revelations about government surveil-

phone a little bit differently. 7

can pretend all they want, but the

lance have proved early critics of the TV

drama wrong.

Jonathan Nolan recalled that the show

about an all-seeing machine used to pre-
vent crime was labeled far-fetched by
some observers when it debuted in 2011

But after former National Security
Agency analyst Edward Snowder’s
disclosures about secret government

period of gloating at “Person of Inter-
est,” Nolan said.

“It validated our decision to wear
tinfoil hats for the last two years,” he

surveillance programs, there was a brief

reg Pla;
producer, “Person of Interest”

said Wednesday.

Concern about “our nation’s descent
into an Orwellian nightmare” aside,
Nolan said, comparisons between the
show and the NSA disclosures have
given “Person of Interest” a third-sea-
son boost of attention

The show has had a “pervasive sense
of paranoia” from the start, said his fel-

CBS,

low producer, Greg Plageman.

“We’ve always said. if we do our job,
at the end of every episode you should
be looking at your cell phone a little bit
differently on the table,” Plageman said.

Plageman and Nolan made their com-
ments as part of a Q&A session between
CBS drama producers and members of
the Television Critics Association.

“Person of Interest” stars Michael Emerson, left, and Jim Caviezel. The show airs Wednesdays on AFN-Prime.

CBS is sticking with what works when it comes to pilots

From wire reports

The process of making TV pilots every
year may be a relic of the pre-Netflix era
— but CBS isn’t going to abandon it any time
soon.

“Pilot season does work for us,” CBS En-
tertainment President Nina Tassler told
reporters Wednesday at the TV media tour
in Pasadena, Calif. “It’s not perfect ... it cer-
tainly is a very difficult time ... (but) it’s also
exciting.” Tassler said the “creative adrena-
line” of pilot season had led to such hits as
“The Big Bang Theory” and “CSI: Crime
Scene Investigation.”

Pilots — or more specifically, the season
from December to May when pilots are or-
dered, made and then possibly given the
green light for fall or midseason series — are
a topic of hot debate in the TV industry right
now. The process will win no awards for effi-
ciency: Out of several dozen pilots made each
spring, each network typically picks five or
six new fall shows.

As usual, CBS seemed determined to em-
phasize stability, announcing that it was re-
newing its entire daytime lineup, including
“The Talk,” “The Price Is Right” and soaps
“The Young and the Restless” and “The Bold
and the Beautiful.”

CW: ‘Veronica Mars’ spinoff
planned for online

The CW says it’s developing an online
spinoff of the “Veronica Mars” series.

Series creator Rob Thomas has agreed to
do the digital version, CW President Mark
Pedowitz told a meeting of the Television
Critics Association on Wednesday.

The decision to proceed with the spinoff
was made Tuesday and details have yet to
be worked out, including the cast and char-
acters, the CW said. A debut date was not
announced.

“Veronica Mars,” which was canceled in
2007 after three seasons, is enjoying a re-

surgence. A film based on the show about a
crime-solving teen, played by Kristen Bell,
was funded by the crowd-funding site Kick-
starter. The movie is due out in March.

Network to air miniseries
about search for Holy Grail

The CW network says it has acquired a
miniseries about the search for the Holy
Grail.

The cast of the four-hour project, “Laby-
rinth,” includes former “Downton Abbey”
star Jessica Brown-Findlay, along with Van-
essa Kirby, Sebastian Stan and John Hurt.

The miniseries centers on a 13th-century
teenager and a modern woman, and their
shared quest for the grail, the cup said to
have been used by Jesus Christ.

“Labyrinth” is adapted from Kate Mosse’s
best-selling novel of the same name. An air
date wasn’t announced for the drama, which
has appeared in Britain and elsewhere.

movie world has changed drasti-
cally, particularly in the last five
or six years,” said Thornton, who
won a best-screenplay Oscar for
“Sling Blade” and was nominated
for his role in the 1996 film.

“If you want to be an actor, get
on a really good series in televi-
sion because there’s where it's
at,” Thornton said.

Trace Adkins leaves
cruise, enters rehab

Country singer Trace Adkins
has entered alcohol rehab.

Adkins’ publicist tells Country
Weekly and
confirms  to |
The Associ-
ated Press on
Wednesday
that the sing-
er entered
rehab  after
consuming »
alcohol  dur-
ing the Coun-
try Cruising
cruise.

The 52-year-old “Celebrity
Apprentice” winner has
canceled the remainder of his
performances during the week-
long cruise that wraps up Sunday
after stops in Jamaica, Grand
Cayman and Mexico.

There were no other details
available.

An email to Norwegian Cruise
Lines seeking information was
not immediately returned.

Wynonna, Montgomery Gentry
and Love and Theft were among
the other acts performing aboard
the NCL Pearl with Adkins.

From The Associated Press
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Apple to refund $32.5M for kids’ buys

By JENNIFER C. KERR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Plenty of
parents have been there — hand-
ing over the iPhone or iPad to a
child while waiting in the doctor’s
office, standing in line at Star-
bucks or sitting in the car for a
long road trip with the family.
The youngster is playing a game
on a fun mobile app and then
hands you the phone saying he
needs your password. Next thing

you know, there’s a charge on
your credit card from Apple.

Too often, parents were caught
unaware that by entering their
password they were authoriz-
ing purchases — of virtual pet
treats, coins or perhaps a way to
advance to the game’s next level,
the Federal Trade Commission
said Wednesday in announcing
that Apple Inc. had agreed to re-
fund at least $32.5 million to un-
suspecting parents.

“You cannot charge consum-

ers for purchases they did not au-
thorize,” said Edith Ramirez, the
commission chairwoman.

The FTC received tens of thou-
sands of consumer complaints. As
part of the settlement, the FTC
said Apple also must change its
billing practices to make it more
obvious that an actual purchase is
taking place during the course of
the game or app.

Apple CEO Tim Cook said the
Cupertino, Calif.-based company
relented to the FTC because the
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consent decree “does not require
us to do anything we weren’t al-
ready going to do, so we decided
to accept it rather than take
on a long and distracting legal
fight.”

One parent told the FTC her
daughter had spent $2,6001in “Tap
Pet Hotel,” in which children can
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & CHARTS

New and improved

Hottest gadgets at trade show include
wearable tech, expanded uses for 3-D

By Ryan NAKASHIMA
AND PETER SVENSSON
The Associated Press

he biggest gadget trade show in
the Americas wrapped up on Jan.
10 in Las Vegas after swamping
the city with 150,000 attendees.
This year, “wearable” computing was
big, along with various 3-D technologies,
especially 3-D printing.

Wearable devices in the shape of smart-
watches and head-mounted displays have
been a staple of the show for a long time,
but manufacturers were excited this year
because the field is finally gaining traction
with consumers. Fitness bands were a
breakout hit last year. The 3-D printing
section bustled with activity, and it was
clear that even though most people won’t
be buying a printer any time soon, they
might be enjoying 3-D-printed products,
such as jewelry, wedding cakes and dental
braces, in the near future. Meanwhile, TV
makers were heartened by the support
they received for their new ultra-high-
definition TV sets.

Here are some of the most notable prod-
ucts and services revealed at the show:

Driverless cars

The state of the art in car electronics
is in systems that eliminate or ease the
task of driving. French company Induct
demonstrated its Navia driverless shuttle,
which putts along at 12.5 miles (20 kilo-
meters) per hour on a pre-programmed
route. It’s intended for university cam-
puses, airports and other locales with
enclosed roads.

What about road safety? When a staffer
walked slowly in front of the Navia, the
vehicle slowed down, rather than coming
to a full stop, because it recognized that
the pedestrian ahead was moving, too.

Then there was Audi’s automated
parking demonstration. With a press of a
button on a smartphone app, the Ger-
man automaker’s computer-equipped car
squeezed into a tight space between two
other cars, a situation that would give
many drivers pause. The car has multiple
cameras and ultrasonic sensors, giving it
a 360-degree view. It puts rubber-necking

and looking through the side-view mirror
to shame. The car executed a three-point
turn flawlessly — and the driver didn’t
have to worry about dinging other cars’
doors, because he had already exited the
car.

UV-sensing wristband

The wearable computing trend has
unleashed a lot of creativity. One example
is a wristband with a “gemstone” that
measures exposure to ultraviolet light, the
kind that causes tanning and skin cancers.
Using Bluetooth wireless technology, the
Netatmo June sends readings to the own-
ers’ smartphones, warning, for instance,
when they’re approaching their daily limit
of UV exposure. The battery lasts for six
weeks. Netatmo, a French company, hopes
to sell the device in the U.S. for $99, start-
ing in the second quarter of this year.

Ultra-high-def Netflix

Netflix demonstrated ultra-high-defini-
tion, or 4K, video streaming. The com-
pany will offer relatively easy access to
shows that take full advantage of the 4K
TVs set to go on sale later this year. (The
4K TVs on the market today don’t have the
chips necessary to decode the picture.)
Netflix’s 4K content will stream at 15.6
megabits per second, so viewers will need
a relatively fast Internet connection.

Enveloping photo booth

At the Nikon exhibit, Los Angeles-based
photographer Alexx Henry set up a small
tent with 68 inward-facing, off-the-shelf
Nikon cameras. When a subject steps
inside the xxArray photo booth, an opera-
tor triggers the cameras simultaneously,
yielding an image of the subject from
all angles. Computers then process the
images and create a 3-D rendition of the
subject, which can then be posed in the
computer as if it were an action figure.
The 3-D model can also be imported into a
game. So instead of playing with a generic
game avatar, you may someday see your-
self running around, blasting bad guys.

Sugar printer
A company called 3D Systems showed

A trade show mines a

Jurie Jacosson/AP

made with a Cheflet Pro 3D

food printer at the

off the CheflJet, the first restaurant-ap-
proved food printer. The device uses
‘water to melt sugar into shapes as com-
plicated as the mind can imagine. The
company’s booth featured a wedding cake
held up by an edible lattice-work tower
that would have been nearly impossible
to create by other means. The ChefJet
can print complex works in chocolate, too.
Unfortunately, the samples the company
handed out didn’t taste very good, but

ill

culinary 3-D printing opens up.

Sony’s head-mounted display

This product looks like an enormous
pair of glasses. When you strap on Sony’s
head-mounted display, you take on the
perspective of a motorcycle driver racing
through the English countryside. Looking
down shows the pavement speeding by;
looking up shows the clouds. When you
swivel your head to the right or left, you
might be tempted to wave to the crowds
along the road. All this is enabled by a
sensor attached to a strap that tracks your
head movements and adjusts the wide-
angle picture accordingly.

Although there were a few kinks that
marred the illusion, the demonstra-
tion gave a taste of what’s possible when
“wearable” displays and computers com-
bine with movement sensors.

Show on Jan. 9 in Las Vegas.

Heat-sensing iPhone

FLIR Systems Inc., the leading maker
of professional imagers that “see” heat, is
bringing out its first consumer-level prod-
uct: a jacket for the iPhone that contains
a heat camera. Temperature differences
show up in different colors on the screen
of the phone. For instance, you can set it to
show hotter things in yellow, medium-hot
in red and cold in purple. It can discern
temperature differences as small as one
tenth of a degree. The FLIR One will cost
$349. Practical applications for the cam-
era include identifying leaky insulation
and moisture. Fun applications include
spotting wildlife or high-tech hide-and-
seek.

Anki Drive racing game

In this very high-tech update to Scalex-
tric slot racers, your iPhone doubles as
a controller for cars that zip around on
a track painted with an infrared pattern
the cars see with small cameras on their
undersides.

Somehow, the cars fly around without
rails, unless you do something really
crazy. You can shoot imaginary weapons
with rapid-fire tapping on your screen,
disabling cars in front of you so you can
race ahead. For kids, the game is a mind-
blower that could inspire them to create
their own gadgets, the way Erector Sets
once did.

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 albums on the iTunes Store
for Jan. 15:

1. “High Hopes,” Bruce Springsieen
2. “Fading West,” Swichtoo

“Frozen” (Original Motion
Plc'ureSound'rccf) Various Artists
4. “That Girl” (Deluxe Edition), Jennifer
Nettles
5. "Kidz Bop 25," Kidz Bop Kids
6. “Only King Forever,” Elevation
Worship
7. “Cowboy Like Me,” Cody Johnson
8. “All This Bad Blood,” Bastille
9. “Supermodel,” Foster the People
10. “Write You a Song,” Jon Pardi

— Compiled by MCT

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The top streamed tracks on Spotify
from Jan. 6-12:

1. A Great Big World, “Say
Something”

2. Katy Perry, “Dark Horse”
3. Pitbull, “Timber”

4. OneRepublic, “Counting Stars”

5. Lorde, “Royals”

6. Eminem, “The Monster ft. Rihanna”
7. lorde, “Team”

8. Passenger, “Let Her Go”

9. Bastille, “Pompeii”

10. Avicii, “Wake Me Up”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded
from the iTunes Store for Jan. 15:

1. “Lee Daniels’ The Butler”
2. “Riddick
(Unrated Director’s
Cuo)
. “Rush”
AA ”Enough Said”
5. “Runner Runner”
6. “Cloudy With a
Chance of Meat-
alls 2
7. “The Spectacu-
lar Now”
8. “Don Jon"
9. “Carrie” (2013)
10. “We're the Millers”

— Compiled by MCT

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer ranks the top 10
handheld games for January:

1. “The Legend of Ze\dc Alink
Befween Worlds,”

“Tearaway,” v\ ta

“Pokemon X & Y, 3DS

"Ys: Memories of Celcem " Vita
. "Rayman Legends,”

“Runner 2: Future Legend of Rhythm
lien,” Vita

“Terraria,” Vita

8. “Phoenix Wright: Ace Attorney
— Dudl Destinies,” 3DS

9. “Killzone: Mercenary,” Vita

10. “Etrian Odyssey Unfold: The
Millennium Girl," 3D!

— Compiled by MCT

Npoorwn

APPS

Top 5 new paid apps for Jan. 15:
ANDROID

1. Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas
2. Block Wars — Mine Mini Shoofer
3. Construction Simulator 2014

4. Enderman — Minecraft Edition
5. Colossatron

Top 5 paid apps for Jan. 15:
APPLE

1. Minecraft — Pocket Edition
2. Cut the Rope 2

3. Battle Supremacy

4. Joe Danger Infinity

5. Notability

— Compiled by MCT

ON THE COVER: Emile Hirsch plays a member of a Navy SEAL team on an ill-fated covert mission in Afghanistan in “Lone Survivor.”

UniversaL PicTures/AP
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CHECK IT OUT

Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time

A show for those
who like their TV
dark, deep

“True Detective,” a quietly terrific
new series, is coming to AFN. Though
the show is fictional, it's named after
an old real-crime magazine.

Each season will tell a separate
story — a strategy better for attract-
ing well-known actors who aren't
eager to sign on to a series that could
run for years. Matthew McConaughey
and Woody Harrelson star in the first
season, which was written by novelist
Nic Pizzolatto and directed by Cary
Fukunaga (“Jane Eyre”).

The story runs in flashback as two
former police detectives, Rust Cohle
(McConaughey) and Martin Hart
(Harrelson), are interviewed sepa-
rately about a 1995 murder case they
worked together in Louisiana.

¢ “True Detective” premieres

Jan. 18 on AFN-Spectrum

‘Veronica Mars’ fans,
this trailer’s for you

“Veronica Mars,” a TV show starring Kris-
ten Bell as a teenage
detective that ran from
2004-07, is officially
now a movie. Fans of
the show contributed
more than $5.7 million |
to a Kickstarter cam-
paign so that the film,
which was shot last
summer in 23 days, could get made. It's due
to be released stateside March 14.

* Watch the trailer at tinyurl.com/Ix8jdad

Veg out-worthy DVDs

It's a good weekend to settle in
with some rewly released DVDs.
Among the buzzy
titles that came out
this week are “Fruit-
vale Station,” “Lee
Daniels’ The Butler,”
the horror remake
“Carrie,” “Enough
Said” with the late
James Gandolfini, and the latest
“Riddick.”

* More new DVD releases on
Page 39

.
HBO/AP

Woody Harrelson and Matthew McConaughey, better known these days for movie roles, star in the TV series “True Detective.”

Teen’s LEGO album

covers really rock

A 17-year-old named
Harry Heaton is finding
fame on the Internet for
re-creating well-known
album covers out of vir-
tual LEGOs. He's already
posted more than 350 of
his works on Tumblr, and
he's adding more all the time. If you don't see
your favorite, Heaton’s taking requests, and
he's even got a description of how to build
your own.

 See the art at legoalbums.tumblr.com
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living and what
he does for a
living is exactly
the same. We
both wake up in
the moming, put
out as hard as we
can and then go
to bed at night,
hoping to see the
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next day.’

— Former Navy SEAL Marcus Luttrell,
on “Lone Survivor” director Peter Berg and actor
Mark Wahlberg, who portrays him in the film

a series of films
Special forces.

star Mark Wahlberg
Marcus Luttrell, thelce

Victoria WiLL, INviSioN/AP

tral cracter of the film.
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‘Lone Survivor’

By Jake CovLE
The Associated Press

arcus Luttrell, the former

Navy SEAL whose deadly

mission in Afghanistan has

been turned into the film
“Lone Survivor,” strides into a hotel
room for an interview, trailed by his
service dog, Mr. Rigby.

The tall, hulking, goateed Navy
Cross recipient greets a journalist with
arock-hard grip, and nods to director
Peter Berg and star Mark Wahlberg,
who plays him in the film. This is
clearly not what he wants to be doing.

Based on Luttrell’s bestselling 2007
memoir, “Lone Survivor” is about a
2005 four-man operation in northeast-
ern Afghanistan’s Kunar province that
fell apart when a trio of goat herders
stumbled upon the staked-out SEALS.

After releasing the civilians and
aborting the mission, the SEALs were
quickly ambushed by the Taliban in
a firefight that tumbled down a rocky
gulch, killed Luttrell’s three fellow
SEALS, left Luttrell badly injured and,
in an attempted rescue, killed 16 more

en.

Luttrell would rather not talk about
any of it. He went along with “Lone
Survivor” and wrote the book at the
urging of his superiors. Compared to
the actual events, the movie is no trau-
matic experience for Luttrell.

“I went through it in real life, so
amovie about it isn’t going to affect
me in any way,” said the 38-year-old
Texan.

Hollywood and the American
military are worlds apart. But “Lone
Survivor” is a uniquely close col-
laboration, one in which Berg and
Wahlberg (both producers) worked
under significant pressure from the
families of those who died and active-
duty SEALS to faithfully render the
soldiers’ lives, in battle and in brother-
hood.

“I was at the screening when there
were a hundred moms and dads of
dead soldiers,” Berg said. “And I was
at a screening where there were S00
active members of special operations,
including Adm. (William) McRaven.
And those are dif-
ferent. Because
when those
lights

erg, the film’s director,
EAL
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a brutal tribute to Navy SEALSs

come up, those people are going to
look you in the eye.”

Over the years, SEALSs have been
played by the likes of Bruce Willis,
Steven Seagal and Demi Moore, and
been a mainstay in video games (“Call
of Duty,” “Metal Gear Solid”). But
the movies, often in close consultation
with the military, have come a long
way since 1990’s “Navy SEALSs,” with
Charlie Sheen.

2012’s “Act of Valor” was acted out
by active-duty SEALSs and used live-
ammo sequences to portray a fictional
covert mission. Kathryn Bigelow’s
“Zero Dark Thirty” dramatized the
most famous SEAL mission, the raid
in Abbottabad that killed Osama bin
Laden. The recent docudrama “Cap-
tain Phillips” re-created the rescue
of the kidnapped mariner by SEAL
snipers, with Tom Hanks’ most-mov-
ing scene improvised with a real-life
Naval officer.

Such productions, though, have
given rise to questions of accuracy and
charges of propaganda.

U.S. senators, including Dianne
Feinstein and John McCain, claimed
that too much information was shared
with the filmmakers of “Zero Dark
Thirty,” and many criticized the film
for suggesting torture aided the hunt
for bin Laden. “Captain Phillips”
showed only a handful of the 19 shots
that were fired on the three Somali
pirates, and didn’t mention the $30,000
that went missing in the aftermath.
Retired Army lieutenant general
James B. Vaught argued that “Act
of Valor” revealed too much about
tactics: “Get the hell out of the media!”
he implored.

But the military sees in the
movies a chance to shape its
image and insure some
degree of authenticity in
depictions of its ser-
vicemembers. “Lone
Survivor” has largely
drawn praise as a bru-
tal ode to Navy SEALs
and a faithful depiction
of the moral confusion of
combat.

“For films like ‘Black

Hawk Down’ and
‘Lone Survi-
vor, the
com-

monality is the notion that this is

an important opportunity to set the
record straight or at least to portray
things as they believe they happened,”
said Philip Strub, head of the Defense
Department’s Film and Television
Liaison Office.

It can make for a thorny mix of

fictionalization, artist license and

lassi ion issues. Berg 1
frequently with military liaisons and
the Navy Office of Information while
writing the script.

“I read the after-action reports,”
Berg said. “I looked at the autopsies. I
went to Iraq. I met all these guys. We
just followed the blueprint that Luttrell
laid out in his book. We never set out to
do something non-Hollywood or Holly-
wood. We just literally told the story.”

“Everybody fell in line with what
the goals were, what the agenda was
and how high the standard was set by
not only the SEAL team guys but their
families,” Wahlberg said. “It was a lot
of pressure, but everybody took a lot
of pride in the fact that we were taking
part in this thing.”

When the film premiered at the AFI
Festival in November, Wahlberg made
emotional comments about actors
who brag about military training for a
movie.

“I was really talking about myself,
because I've been guilty of it many
times, talking about how hard I had
to work,” Wahlberg said. “It’s nothing
compared to what they do.”

But Luttrell emerged from “Lone
Survivor” with admiration for Berg
and Wahlberg: “It’s all relative,” he
said. “What I do for a living and what

he does for a living is
exactly the same.
We both wake
up in the
morning,
put out as
hard as
we can
and then
go to bed
at night,
hoping to
see the
next day.
“They
... worked
with it and
brought it to
life from the
pages in the
book, from
the blood
on the
moun-
tain.”
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Superb action anchors ‘Lone Survivor’

Based on true
story of ill-fated
mission to oust
Taliban leader

By JoceLyN NovECK
The Associated Press

ith all the talk about
fact-based films and
how accurate they
should or shouldn’t
be, it’s worth noting that some
stories are best brought to screen
as simply and purely as possible.
This is especially true with
a film like “Lone Survivor,”
Peter Berg’s expertly rendered
account of a disastrous 2005
military operation in Afghani-
stan. War is messy, and politics
are messy. But Berg has wisely
chosen to focus pretty squarely
on the action, and to present it as

UniversaL PicTures/AP

From left: Taylor Kitsch as Michael Murphy, Mark Wahlberg as Marcus Luttrell, Ben Foster as Matt
“Axe” Axelson and Emile Hirsch as Danny Dietz star in “Lone Survivor,” based on the true story of four
Navy SEALs who were ambushed by the Taliban in the mountains of Afghanistan during a 2005 mission.

New on base

“Lone Survivor” is playing
at the following facilities:
Europe

Mildenhall, Ansbach,
Baunholder, Grafenwohr,
Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart,
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano,
Sigonella and Vicenza.
Pacific

Atsugi, Misawa, Showboat,
Village, Fleet, Negishi,
Yokota, Zama, Foster,
Futenma, Hansen, Kadena,
Kinser, Schwab, Courtney,
Yongsan South Post No. 2,
Casey, Henry, Kunsan and
Osan.

Online: lonesurvivorfilm.
com

straightforwardly as possible.

And he’s executed that ap-
proach with admirable skill,
down to using autopsy reports
to get the number of wounds a
soldier suffered exactly right.
“Lone Survivor” doesn’t have
nearly the sweep of a major war
film like Spielberg’s “Saving
Private Ryan.” But the action
scenes — basically, one protract-
ed, harrowing firefight — feel as
realistic as any we’ve seen on the
screen for some time.

That firefight, for those un-
familiar with the story (Berg
also penned the screenplay,
based on the memoir by former
Navy SEAL Marcus Luttrell),
took place on June 28, 2005,

in the craggy mountains of
Afghanistan’s Kunar province.
As part of Operation Red Wings,
Luttrell and three fellow SEALs
were positioned on a hillside,
tracking a Taliban commander
in the village below, when they
suddenly encountered a few
local shepherds. Their agonized
decision on what to do with those
shepherds, one of them a teen-
ager, led to a string of events that
ultimately resulted in 19 Ameri-
can deaths.

Of course, the title, “Lone
Survivor,” and the fact that Lut-
trell is played by the movie’s star
(Mark Wahlberg, in a strong and
moving performance) tells you
much of what’s going to happen

from the get-go. But that doesn’t
hurt the film’s immediacy and
power. In fact, you might have a
hard time sitting still.

Berg opens with footage of
real Navy SEAL training and
the extremes it reaches — some
might call it unnecessary and
overly worshipful, but for people
who don’t know a lot about the
SEALs, it’s helpful and effective.

We're also given a sense of
the lighthearted camaraderie
at the military base, in between
operations, as the men joke about
wives and girlfriends back home,
or compete in foot races. One of
the SEALSs worries about how to
afford a wedding present for his
bride. The veterans engage in a

little good-natured ribbing of a
new arrival.

But all lightness disappears
suddenly, and for good. Soon,
Luttrell is hunkered in the moun-
tains with his comrades: Michael
Murphy (Taylor Kitsch), Danny
Dietz (Emile Hirsch), and Matt
“Axe” Axelson (Ben Foster).

All seems to be going well until
the moment they encounter the
villagers; the ensuing debate is a
painful one. Do they let them go
and risk certain discovery? Or do
they “terminate” the problem?
The men also touch on a heavier
question: What connection, in a
deeper sense, do these shepherds
have with the enemy?

But a decision comes, and then

the battle, with the men literally
falling down the mountainside,
smashing repeatedly into rocks,
their bodies gashed and bro-
ken. Several of them fight while
shot and gravely wounded. One
virtually sacrifices himself to
call for help. A rescue effort goes
catastrophically badly.

And then comes the amazing
end to the story: How, and with
whose help, Luttrell manages to
survive to tell his tale. Though
it’s a matter of record, we’ll keep
the suspense alive here.

At the end, we see photos of
the actual casualties of Opera-
tion Red Wings. It does not seem
gratuitous, and no further ex-
planation or exposition is given,
or needed. Again, the best thing
about Berg’s film is its simplicity.

“Lone Survivor” is rated R for strong
bloody war violence and pervasive lan-
guage. Running time: 121 minutes.

‘The Legend of Hercules’: All muscle, no heavy lifting

By RoGER MOORE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

t’s “Clash of the Titans” without Titans,

a “Gladiator” with nobody to root

for and a “Samson” without a proper

“Delilah.” At times, with its stiff, cha-
risma-impaired cast, its digital sets and slow-
motion slaughter, “The Legend of Hercules”
has a whiff of the Augean stables about it — if
you catch my drift.

The rest of the time, this star vehicle for
“Twilight” lesser light Kellan Lutz rises to
adequate — an ancient Greece action pic
that benefits by coming out before “Pompei,”
before “300: Rise of an Empire” and long be-
fore Brett Ratner’s summer spectacle titled,
um, “Hercules.” A parade of carnage without
blood, romance without heat, stilted dialogue
and male cleavage, at its best it’s still vexing
as all get-out even to those with a high toler-
ance for the cinema of the gods.

Not to say that it contorts Greek mythology
beyond recognition. It doesn’t. This Renny
Harlin-directed origin story is about Her-
cules before he knew he was Hercules. His
mother, Queen Alcmene (Roxanne McKee),

New on base

“The Legend of Hercules” is playing at:
Europe

Ansbach, Baumholder, Grafenwohr,
Hohenfels, Ramstein, Spangdahlem,
Stuttgart, Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano,
Vicenza and Brunssum.

Pacific

Misawa, Yokota, Zama, Foster, Futen-
ma, Hansen, Kadena, Kinser, Schwab,
Courtney, Yongsan South Post No. 1,
Casey, Henry, Kunsan and Osan.
Online: hercules3dmovie.com

so hates her war-mad husband that she prays
for a means of bringing him down. Hera,
wife to Zeus, promises her a baby conceived
by the god. And that lad, called Alcides,
doesn’t know that the cruel King Amphitryon
(Scott Adkins) isn’t his real dad.

Dad had his suspicions, and lavishes his at-
tention on the inferior first-born son Iphicles
(Liam Garrigan). Meanwhile, Alcides (Lutz)
falls for the bland but pretty Princess Hebe

(Gaia Weiss). But she’s the princess the king
wants Iphicles to marry.

Alcides/Hercules gets banished for trying
to run off with the princess — and as she is to
marry “three moons hence,” he’d better get
cracking — gladiating his way from Egypt to
Sicily to the MMA Greek Octagon finals so
he can win back the lady and avenge himself
on those wayward relatives.

Armies besiege digital fortresses, digital
triremes plow through the Mediterranean,
and slow-motion sword fights — with stab-
bings, impalings and virtually no blood — fill
the screen.

This “Legend” isn’t legendary, and the look
is kind of cut-rate. But the 3-D is put to good
use in many battles. “The Legend of Hercu-
les” makes you appreciate the real sets and
real locations of “Troy,” the real movie stars
cast in it and the more convincing digital war-
ships that sweep across Homer’s “Wine Dark
Sea” in search of myth and mayhem lo those
several thousand years — and several Greek-
myth movies — ago.

“The Legend of Hercules is rated PG-13 for sequenc-

es of intense combat action and violence, and f
some sensuality. Running time: 96 minutes.

f Check movie listings for base theaters at stripes.com/military-life

Anchorman 2: The Legende
ues (PG13)- Thur 17:30, Fri
2 n1

Conti
Frozen (PG) Thur 16 0 Fri 15:30,

Jack Rya Shadow Recru
(PG13)- Fri 15:30, 17:30, 20:15, 22:30,
Sat 18:45, 20:30, 22:30, Sun 18:45,

30, 20:30, Tue &

The Hobbit: The
on Of Smaug (PG13)-
14:00

Paranormal Activity

Ones (R)- Fri 22:45

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty
(PG)- Sat & Sun 13:30

The Wolf of Wall Street (R)- Thur
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“The Order: 1886” introduces players to
a unique vision of Victorian-era London,
where man uses advanced technology to
battle a powerful and ancient foe.

Photos courtesy of Sony

New for PS4

Gamers will be glued
to these thrilling titles

By MicHAEL DARNELL
Stars and Stripes

he PlayStation 4 has been in

the hands of gamers for a little

more than two months now and

‘while the launch titles were fairly
underwhelming, the releases of 2014 are
looking to make up for it. There are quite a
few potentially great games coming to So-
ny’s entertainment juggernaut, so to help
you separate the good from the bad, we’re
taking a quick look at five of the best-look-
ing PS4 exclusives coming your way.

inFamous: Second Son

This third entry in the very popular,
open-world superhero game series is
looking to change up the formula a bit
with a new protagonist, a new power set
and a whole new city to explore. While
the previous two “inFamous” games have
focused on dour, reluctant hero Cole Mc-
Grath coming to terms with his newfound
electricity powers, “Second Son” is giving
us Delsin Rowe — a younger hero who
seems to revel in his smoke-based abili-
ties. If nothing else, having a protagonist
‘who isn’t so grumpy will at least ensure
arefreshing narrative shift. A new set
of abilities for gamers might be a bigger
deal. The trailers released so far show
that Rowe’s superpowers allow for differ-
ing methods of traversing the world — a
slightly dystopian Seattle — and offers
a veritable toolbox of combat abilities to
keep the action pumping. We're very ex-
cited to see the final version of this game,
developed by Sucker Punch. See an intro-
ductory trailer at tinyurl.com/njn6bzw

The Order: 1886

From what we’ve seen of the trailer,
“The Order” is the first game that looks
like it’s really testing the PlayStation 4’s
visual abilities. Despite this being the
first unique intellectual property that
developer Ready at Dawn has tackled,
the previews are already exciting. The
game is based in an alternate universe
‘where werewolves and steam engines
exist side by side. Add in King Arthur and
his Round Table, and you’ve got a pretty

Enjoy your superhuman powers
in a locked-down y

the choices you make will
i around you,

everyone il
“inFamous: Second Son.”

o= = .
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heart and soul of car culture and the passion it creates.

unique premise. Ready at Dawn is clearly
striving to make this the graphical block-
buster of the year. The announcement
trailer shows incredibly detailed textures
and creepy, atmospheric places. What’s
most impressive of what we’ve seen so

far is that the game’s visuals are made on
the fly — not the product of pre-rendered
CGI. The premise and visuals make this a
game to keep your eye on for PS4 owners.
Now, we just need details on how the game
plays. Learn more at tinyurl.com/lg3cabb

Daylight

This game is the answer for anyone
upset about how console horror games
have become action titles in recent years.
The best horror games used to center on
the sense that you're always in danger,
but modern games moved away from that
by giving players access to arsenals the
size of a small country’s. In “Daylight,”
however, the developers at Zombie Studios
have an unnamed heroine with no ma-
chine guns and no swords — no weapons
of any kind, actually. All she has is her
wits and a dying cellphone that doubles
as her only source of light. Stuck in the

racing game that captures the

abandoned hospital, she finds herself lost,
stripped of all memory and with hidden
horrors lurking in every shadow. The
game is procedurally generated, which
means that you’ll never encounter the
same level twice. That approach can open
up replay opportunities for enthusiastic
players. It can also mean somewhat bland
level designs, but Zombie Studios’ cre-
ative head Jared Gerritzen seems very
confident that the world they’re building
for “Daylight” will be varied enough to
keep players interested. Official website:
playdaylight.com.

The Witness

This is the follow-up game from Jona-
than Blow, the creator of the puzzling,
touching and entirely amazing “Braid”

— and if that were the only thing it had
going for it, we’d be looking forward to it.
But it’s not simple pedigree that is the sell-
ing point of “The Witness.” Taking a page
from games like “Myst” and “Portal,”
this game sets players on an island that
serves as the backdrop for a world full of
puzzles and mysteries. Players progress
by solving the mind-benders, opening up

other areas of the island and more of the
game’s story. If that sounds a bit basic,

it’s important to note that “Braid,” for

all of its accolades, was technically just

a platformer with some time mechanics.
But Blow’s initial game was far more than
the sum of its parts. Telling a rich story
was — and continues to be — his real
goal, and using the gameplay to enhance
the storytelling. Early hands-on previews
with “The Witness” say Blow’s dedication
to merging gameplay and storytelling are
well on display here, all accompanied by
a fantastic soundtrack. For fans of either
“Braid,” or puzzle games in general, “The
Witness” is an early reason to be excited
over the PlayStation 4, as this title is set
to come out within the next few months.
Visit tinyurl.com/mm9lsew

Driveclub

Last, but not least, we come to “Drive-
club,” a racing game that emphasizes
team building and social interaction
as much as burning rubber and tuning
suspensions. The club moniker is very in-
tentional, as the game is based entirely on
the concept of forming a driving team and
competing against other such clubs across
the world and in a variety of challenges,
races and courses designed specifically
to test teamwork and not only individual
driving abilities. Developer Evolution Stu-
dios created the much underrated “Mo-
torStorm” series, so the races themselves
should certainly be up to par with games
like “Gran Turismo” and “Grid,” but the
studio’s promise to offer roles to players
‘who might not be the cream of the crop on
the track is an intriguing one. If they can
pull off that aspect, they might be able to
give more casual fans something to look
forward to, even if the meat of the game
seems to be centered on a highly com-
petitive club versus club mechanics. It is,
after all, a racing game, and competition
is what the genre is all about. To that end,
Evolution promises challenges that will
feature thousands of individual drivers
and enough variation in the tracks and
cars to keep dedicated fans interested and
competing for years to come. Visit tinyurl.
com/kqvpxgk

darnell.michael@stripes.com

f Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life
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Dancers twirl at a past Opera Ball, a popular event during the Vienna ball season. Almost all balls are open to the public.

TOP TRAVEL PICKS

Winter fun in Bavaria

Winter’s here, so why not em-
brace it? Should nature cooper-
ate, lovers of snow sports and
activities will find plenty to do in
Bavaria.

This weekend, the resort area
of Bad Hindelang plays host to
an international dog sled race
of more than 100 mushers from
throughout Europe, 500 dogs,
and many a warmly dressed
spectator.

They turn out to watch the rac-
ers compete along tracks ranging
from roughly four to 12 miles
long. On some courses, up to nine
dogs can pull a single sled, and
teams can reach speeds of up
to 28 miles per hour. Organiz-
ers suggest the most exciting
stretches of the courses are those
on the slopes near the Sonnen-
hang lift and the stretch leading
into the village of Unterjoch.

The races begin both Satur-
day and Sunday around 10 a.m.
and finish sometime around 3
p.m. The tennis court area in
Unterjoch serves as start and
end point. Adult entry to watch
the races costs 4 euros; children
enter for free. For more informa-
tion, see natuerlich-hindelang.
de/aktuelles/infos.html.

Bavaria is also the hot spot for
other forms of winter fun and
challenges. Cross-country skiers
who have the rhythm down can
see how they fare in Oberam-
mergau Feb. 1-2 when the Konig

Karen Bradbury

at stripes.com/travel/

See the Europe Traveler blog
europe-travel k

Ludwig Lauf takes place.

This race offers two tracks,
one nearly 15 miles long and the
other 31 miles long. Competi-
tors may choose either classic or
freestyle skiing styles.

Entry fees are 35 euros for the
shorter run and 57 euros for the
longer race. The race comprises
part of Worldloppet and German
Ski Association cross country
events. Read up on the race at
http://koenig-ludwig-lauf.com/
index.php/home-126.html.

Perhaps hockey was the
sport of your youth? Garmisch-
Partenkirchen is the site of Pond
Hockey Cup Feb. 8-9, an event
that tries to bring the sport back
to its roots.

Matches will be played at the
Riessersee, which was host to
Olympic ice hockey competition
in 1936. Participation is open to
all those over age 18, both ama-

teurs and professionals, who will
play in separate groups.
Teams can consist of men,

AP

biggest and best festivals for

traditional Irish music and

culture. This year’s Tradfest

kicks off

women or both, with a
of four and a maximum of six
players. Four people play in
matches that last 15 minutes in
the group phase and 10 minutes
in the elimination phase. No
goalkeepers, slap shots or checks
are permitted.

Entry costs 125 euros per
team. Fans who turn out to sup-
port the players will find stands
selling culinary treats and games
for the kids, along
with a party on the ice
Saturday evening. For
information, including
terms and conditions of
entry, see gapa.de
/pondhockey.html.

Dublin’s
TradFest

One of the highlights
on Dublin’s party
calendar comes around
each January when the
Tradfest pulls droves of
music lovers into that
part of the city known as
the Temple Bar district.
But what exactly is a
trad? No more than a
shortened form of the
word “traditional.”

First held in 2005, it’s
a relatively new festival,
but is today regarded
as one of the country’s

runs over

a five-day period and includes
more than 200 events, many of

which take place in iconic venues
such as Dublin City Hall and St.

Patrick’s Cathedral.

In addition to dozens of

ticketed concerts and perfor-
mances, there will be outdoor

stages offering free music, street
performers, Irish dancers, pipe
bands, films and more. A special
section for kids offers activities

GET IN THE SWING:

Vienna ball season

Festive balls in Vienna, Austria,
are a longstanding tradition. In
January and February, ball season
peaks with more than 450 balls
throughout the Austrian capital.

This weekend the city hosts the
Flower Ball on Friday at the Town
Hall and the Gala of the Vien-
nese Industry on Saturday at the
Imperial Palace. On Thursday, the
Ball of the Vienna Philharmonic
Orchestra takes place at the Grand
Hall of the Musikverein.

Here is a sampling of other hot
tickets during ball season. All are
held in the Imperial Palace unless
otherwise noted.

Jan. 27: Ball of the Green Cross
(Hunters’ Ball);

Jan. 31: University of Agricul-
tural Sciences Ball;

Feb. 1: Pharmacists’ Ball;

Feb. 21: Ball of the Viennese Cof-
fee House Owners;

Feb. 27: Opera Ball, State Opera;

Feb. 28: Bonbon-Ball, Konzer-

thaus:

March 1: Lawyers’ Ball;

March 3: Rudolfina Masked Ball;

March 4: Elmayer School of
Dancing Ball.

Tickets range from 50 to 250

euros. See details at wien.info/en

under “Welcome to the ball sea-
son.”

from banjo workshops to petting
friendly farm animals.

Those attending Irish dance
showcase performances at the
Temple Bar Hotel can take part
in ceili dance workshops after-
ward for 10 euros (about $14)
per person. One segment of the
festival, The Music Trail, offers
exclusive performances by Irish
folk music legends at some of the
city’s best pubs, many of which
will offer free entry.

For tickets, band information
and general festival info, visit
templebartrad.com.

Courtesy of templebartrad.com

Dublin’s annual TradFest offers unique concerts set in the intimate
surroundings of some of the finest and most historic bars and venues in
Temple Bar. The event is designed to get visitors up close to the icons of
Irish folk music. Above: Traditional pipers march through the city streets.

f Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life
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Bonjour, welcome to Paris

Greeters introduce visitors to the city they know and love as locals

By LeAH LARKIN
Special to Stars and Stripes

t was like stepping into an-
other world, of elegance and
refinement of another era.
Tins of teas — some 500
kinds from 35 countries — sat
on floor-to-ceiling shelves. The
ambiance was serenely invit-
ing, reminiscent of an Old World
apothecary. Teapots, tea jellies
and chocolates were also for sale.
The aromas were heavenly.

I am a coffee drinker, but I
was in awe of this amazing place
in Paris, albeit disappointed that
taking photos was not permitted.
Thanks to Claudine Chevrel, we
visited Mariage Freéres, a Paris
institution since 1854. The com-
pany has several shops in the city
and throughout the world, but
the one we visited in the Marais
district is the “mother” store and
the oldest in the city.

Chevrel is one of about 300
Paris Greeters, volunteers who
give tours of their neighbor-
hoods. There is no charge for
the tours, which are offered in
several languages, but donations
are welcome.

My husband, Bob, and I have
been to Paris many times, but
this was appealing, a chance to
get to know not only a Parisian
but also one of the city’s nu-
merous intriguing arrondisse-
ments (administrative districts).
Chevrel, speaking English,
shared her love and enthusi-
asm for her corner of Paris, the
Marais, with us.

She’s lived in the district since
1972, long before it became chic,
trendy and expensive. She knows
it well — the history, monuments,
restaurants and shops.

“llove being a greeter,” she

said. “I always
meet interesting
people. It’s always
different.”

Le Marais, liter-
ally “the swamp,”
was mostly farm-
land in the Middle
Ages, producing
vegetables for this
city on the Seine
River. By the 16th
century, the nobil-
ity and upper mid-
dle class bought up
the land and built
great estates. For
the next couple of
centuries, family
palaces and grand
buildings found
their home in the
Marais.

We walked by
many of those
grandiose struc-
tures, including
the Hotel de Sens,
one of the oldest
civil buildings in
Paris, dating to
1455. It now houses a library
where Chevrel works part time.
At the Hotel de Sully, a 17th-cen-
tury mansion, she took us inside
to admire the ceiling, a master-
piece of painted wooden beams.

She led us down the Rue du
Figuier (street of fig trees) and
told us that even in the Middle
Ages, fig trees lined the street.

“They are like a talisman,” she
said. “When one dies, another is
planted.”

Chevrel talked about Andre
Malraux, a French novelist who
was minister of culture during
the presidency of Charles de
Gaulle (1959-1969). Malraux
inaugurated an initiative to

Paris Greeter Claudine Chevrel has lived in
the Marais district of Paris since 1972, long
before it became chic, trendy and expensive.

Englishman Richard Wallace
gave Paris money in the 19th
century to erect water fountains
like this one.

clean up the bl d facades

Beaubourg, the western part of

of notable buildings in the city.
He made the Marais the first
“safeguarded” section of Paris in
an effort to protect its places of
cultural significance.

Many Marais buildings have
been restored and turned into
museums, including the Hotel
Sale, now the site of the Picasso
Museum; the Hotel Carnavalet,
where the Paris Historical Mu-
seum finds a home; and the Hotel
Donon, home to the Cognac-Jay
Museum. The Centre Georges
Pompidou, with the National
Museum of Modern Art and one
of the world’s most important
cultural institutions, is located in

Parig’ city hall, housed in the Hotel de Ville, a neo-Renaissance building dating from the 19th century,
was just one of the landmarks pointed out by Paris Greeter Claudine Chevrel in the Marais district.

the Marais.

The Marais has a large Jewish
community and one of the larg-
est gay communities in Europe.
We especially liked the Jewish
area — full of tempting delis and
bakeries. Numerous shops tout
the “best falafel.” Chevrel says
the best is at the restaurant Chez
Marianne, where Bob bought
a thick slice of nut strudel — it
offers 12 kinds for 3 euros per
slice.

We walked past numerous art
galleries and trendy boutiques.

“I prefer the Marais 10 years
ago. It used to be a real neighbor-
hood,” Chevrel said. There were
lots of local stores and groceries,
she explained, but now many
have been replaced by expensive
shops.

Before, “everyone knew
everyone,” she said. “Now lots
of foreigners who don’t live here
year round have bought apart-
ments.”

Our guide made sure we saw a
Wallace fountain. Richard Wal-
lace was a rich Englishman who
lived in Paris in the 19th century.
He could not find a place to drink
water, so he made a donation to
the city to install water fountains
throughout Paris.

“People still drink from them,”
she said. The fountains, designed
by Charles-Auguste Lebourg in
the form of small cast-iron sculp-
tures, are scattered throughout
the city.

We took a break midway dur-
ing our two-hour-plus tour, both
to rest and to chat.

“I always meet interesting
people who want to see Paris
in a different way,” she said.
“Americans prefer this type of
tour. They like to meet Parisians.
They ask lots of questions, about
everyday life, taxes, schools.”

Our tour ended at the Place

KNOW & GO

Go on a tour

Sign up at parisgreeters.fr
preferably several weeks
before your visit. Specify
your interests and the date
and time you are avail-
able. You can also request
a specific district to visit if
you wish.

Costs

Tours are free, but dona-
tions are accepted.

Food

* The Caruso restau-
rant is at 3 Rue de
Turenne, phone: (+33) (0)
142770698, ristoranteca-
ruso.fr.;

* Chez Marianne, 2

Rue des Hospitalieres
Saint-Gervais, (+33) (0)
142721886;

« Cafe Louis Philippe, 66
Quai de I'Hotel de ville,
(+33) (0)142722942;

* Mariage Freres, 30-32-
35 rue du Bourg-Tibourg,
(+33) (0)143471854, mar-
iagefreres.com.

Accommodations

We always stay at a
charming chambre d’hote
(bed and breakfast) in our
favorite neighborhood,
Saint-Germain-des-Prés;
one room with a double
bed, breakfast included,
costs 90 euros per night.
Contact owner Geneviéve
Cuirot at gcuirot@free.fr.

— Leah Larkin

des Vosges, the oldest planned
square in Paris with 36 sym-
metrical houses and ground-floor
arcades. Author Victor Hugo
lived in one of the buildings,
which now serves as a museum
dedicated to his life and works.

We left Chevrel and set off
to find her favorite restaurant,
Le Louis Philippe, a traditional
brasserie, which we had passed
during our walk.

“From the upstairs room,
there is a great view of Notre
Dame,” she said.

En route we came across
Caruso. As we have a weakness
for all things Italian and there
are few Italian restaurants in
southern France where we live,
it was our lunch stop. Buonis-
simo! Exquisite pasta, and Bob’s
dessert, Cassata Siciliana, was
deliciously decadent.

We'll try Le Louis Philippe
next time we’re in Paris, and we
will definitely sign up for another
Paris Greeter tour.

Leah Larkin lives in France and can
be contacted through her website,

leahlarkin.com, or blog, http://
talesandtravel.com.
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A sample of the cakes and other sweets offered at Café

a favorite and

Protos By Eric A. Brown/Stars and Stripes

Germany.

After Hours: Germany

By Eric A. BRowN
Stars and Stripes

fyou're looking for a

romantic venue for Val-

entine’s Day, consider the

charming ambiance of
downtown Wiesbaden, Germa-
ny’s, Café Maldaner, arguably
the city’s most beloved coffee-
house and patisserie.

Situated in the middle of
Wiesbaden’s pedestrian district
in a beautiful historic building,
150 years of tradition and history
are quickly appreciated upon
entering the heavy glass-and-
tiger-oak revolving door.

A long glass showcase display-
ing delicious edible masterpieces
immediately tempts customers.
One glance at the chandeliers
and dark wood wainscoting, and
it’s apparent that this is not yet
another modern coffeehouse
filled with countless laptop
screens.

We were led to a soft-lit corner
that offered comfy leather seat-
ing. My wife and I immediately
enjoyed Café Maldaner’s ro-
mantic yet conversation-friendly
seating arrangement.

Being one to never forfeit an
opportunity to try a warm apple
strudel, I ordered my piece with
whipped cream and homemade
ice cream. My wife planned to
order the chocolate mousse but
decided instead on a homemade
waffle with chocolate sauce. Both

The coffeehouse serves warm
apple strudel with homemade
vanilla ice cream and whipped
cream throughout the day.

CAFE MALDANER

Address: Marktstrasse 34,
Wiesbaden, Germany.
Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday to Saturday and 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays and
German holidays.
Dress: Casual.
Costs: Specialty teas such as
organic green jasmine and
summer berry may be ordered
by the pot, or Kdnnchen in
German, or by the cup. A Kdn-
nchen of tea costs 4.80 euros; a
cup of tea costs 2.60 euros.
Coffee prices vary widely;
they start at 2.50 euros for a
cup of regular filtered coffee

and go up to just under S euros
for a Kdnnchen of Café Créme.

Breakfast entrees include
pancakes for 5.90 euros and
“any-time-of-the-day” warm
apple strudel with vanilla
sauce for 4.50 euros.

Daily lunch specials average
8.50 euros. Soups and salads
are also available.
Information: Telephone: (+49)
(0) 611-305214; fax: (+49) (0)
611-301948; website: cafe-mal-
daner.de; email: cafemaldaner
(@t-online.de.

— Eric A. Brown

of these treats were complement-

ed with some seriously delicious

coffee. No paper cups here, folks!
The strudel was everything

I imagined it would be — but

I didn’t expect how delicious

the bourbon vanilla ice cream

served on the side turned out to

be. The ice cream’s creaminess

was unbelievable — the subtle

bourbon notes and specks of va-

nilla throughout made me wish

I had ordered a big bowl of it on

The writer’s wife enjoyed the waffl

le with chocolate sauce and

the side.

Likewise, the waffle was light
and crisp. The chocolate sauce
was the perfect consistency
and was elegantly served in a
silver-plated boat. Waffle meets
chocolate ... need I say more?

Both of these sweet treats fell
below the 5-euro mark (about
$7), and believe me, we would
have paid more.

But Café Maldaner is about
more than coffee and the treats;

whipped cream. Waffles can be ordered with hot cherries or
raspberries or with a large scoop of homemade ice cream.

» e
Diana Morciano prepares cake
for a diner at Café Maldaner.

it’s about ambience and the ap-
preciation for traditional cof-
feehouses that offer high-quality
service that is hard to come by
these days. Add to that first-class
service by wait staff in period
uniforms and 150-year-old chan-
deliers casting a soft glow.

I couldn’t resist taking home a
slice of Maldaner’s “house torte”
and a chocolate-covered praline
torte (to share with the kids, of
course). Even the takeout pack-
aging was elegant. The burgundy
bag, paired with elegant gold
baker’s wrap, both tastefully im-
printed with Maldaner’s classy
insignia, would make a great gift
— especially when filled with
any number of delicious treats
available for takeout.

Maldaner is certainly at the
top of my list for planning this
year’s Valentine’s Day evening.
Whether you're with that some-
one special, or just out shopping
with friends, I highly recom-
mend stopping in for a truly
excellent cup of coffee, a sweet
treat and a memorable European
experience.

Dumplings
top tasty
veggie stew

By Lisa ABRAHAM
Akron Beacon Journal

he writing team of

Bruce Weinstein and

Mark Scarbrough

hit upon a winning
formula with their new book,
“The Great American Slow
Cooker Book” ($25, soft cover,
Clarkson Potter).

For every recipe in the
book, they offer a list of in-
gredients in three sizes to fita
2-to-3'%2-quart, 4-to-5'2-quart
or 6-to-8-quart slow cooker.

It’s the answer to everyone
who ever found their cooker
‘was too big or too small for a
recipe.

This vegetable stew gets a
topping of cheesy drop dump-
lings. The recipe here is for a
4-to-5'2-quart slow cooker.

VEGETABLE STEW WITH
CHEDDAR DUMPLINGS

Ingredients:

For the stew:

21/s cups no-salt-added
canned diced tomatoes

1% Ibs. cauliflower, cut into
small florets

¥4 1b. zucchini, diced

6 oz. green beans, chopped
(about 1> cups)

1 medium yellow onion,
chopped

¥ cup green peas, thawed
frozen or shelled fresh

2/3 cup low-sodium veg-
etable broth

1 tbsp. dried basil

2 tbsp. dried marjoram

1> tsp. salt

For the dumplings:

1'/s cups all-purpose flour

¥ tsp. baking powder

Ya tsp. dry mustard (mus-
tard powder)

Y tsp. salt

3 tbsp. very cold, unsalted
butter, cut into little bits

1% oz. (about '/3 cup) mild
cheddar cheese, shredded

Y5 cup milk

Directions:

Combine the tomatoes,
cauliflower, zucchini, green
beans, onion, peas, broth,
basil, marjoram and salt in
the slow cooker. Cover and
cook on low for S hours, or
until the stew is beginning to
meld with lots of sauce around
the vegetables.

Whisk the flour, baking
powder, mustard and salt in a
large bowl. Cut in the butter
with a pastry cutter or a fork,
working the dough repeatedly
through the tines until the
mixture resembles coarse but
dry sand.

Stir in the cheese and milk
until a wet dough forms. Drop
by rounded tablespoons all
over the top of the stew until
they are about half sub-
merged in the stew.

Cover and cook on high for
1 hour, or until the dumplings
are set and the sauce is bub-
bling around them.

brown.eric@stripes.com

Makes four to six servings.
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PHoros By Greory Broome/Stars and Stripes

'S gummy bear is a favorite among fans.

L L Oh, how sweet itis! # &

Maker of popular, colorful gummy candy, Haribo headquarters in Bonn, Germany

By GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

aribo gummies are
ubiquitous around
Germany. The color-
ful treats cluster
around cash registers at gas sta-
tions, kiosks and corner markets.
Larger stores often have whole
aisles dedicated to the ever-ex-
panding line of elastic treats.

So is a Haribo company store

really necessary?
The short answer is no.
The slightly longer
answer is no, but who
cares?

Gummies aren’t

meant to be neces-

sary. They’re simply

meant to be fun.

The German

sweets scene is saturated with
Kinder eggs and Milka chocolate
bars, cinnamon-sugar crepes and
powdered sugar waffles. Bak-
ery cases overflow with deca-
dent desserts and other sweets
masquerading as breakfast. In
warmer weather, the engineer-
ing marvel that is spaghetti eis
leads its frozen colleagues into a
place of prominence on German
palettes.

And yet Haribo’s plucky
gummy bear ambles confidently
through this landscape on its
stubby, spongy feet, cultivating
and serving a vast and loyal fan
base.

If you're among those fans,
you likely already have a favorite
or two from among the long list
of familiar and offbeat gummy
products Haribo churns out.

I'm a sucker for Happy Colas, a
bottle-shaped, sugar-dusted con-
fection that tastes like Coca-Cola
with a lemon wedge, and marsh-
mallow-coated blue sharks.

My wife is more of a purist,
preferring gummy

worms, cherries and

the stalwart bears.

My kids, meanwhile,

don’t say no to any of

the above.

True gummy
aficionados are
always open to dis-
covering and experiencing
new varieties. It’s in that regard
that the Haribo company store
proves, if not necessary, at least
valuable.

The Haribo store in Bonn, Germany, is billed as the world’s first all-Haribo retail establishment.

My family and I visited the
flagship location as part of a
sprawling road trip in the days
before Christmas. Billed as the
world’s first all-Haribo retail es-
tablishment, the two-story, 200-
square-meter store
opened in November

in the scenic heart

of Bonn, the former
capital of West Ger-
many and site of
the founding of the

Haribo corporation.

Visitors winding through
the city’s shopping district will
find the colorful facade of the
Haribo store bursting from its
historic surroundings
in the imposing shadow
of the Bonn Miinster,

a cathedral dating to

the 11th century.

Inside there is an

impressive collection
of packaged gum-
mies and various Haribo-
branded novelty items, including
board games, umbrellas, toy cars
and puzzles. Vintage pictures
and old Haribo marketing mate-
rials dot the walls, providing an
overview of the company’s evolu-
tion through the years.

A staircase offers access to
a small but worthwhile gallery
of artsy photographs featuring

Haribo products in sophisticated
scenes, like a gummy cherry as
garnish on a flute of bub-
bling champagne. It’s a
‘welcome respite from
the bustle below, and
the dose of culture,

glib as it may be,

eases the guilt of a

visit otherwise based

entirely on consumption

and sugar.

But don’t kid yourself — you're
here for the sugar. The store’s
main attraction — the pick-and-
mix bar — fulfills that wish.
Dozens of bins of gummies are
arranged in two semicircles
occupying the building’s entire
back wall, with tongs, shov-
els, scales and bags provided
for customers to indulge their
particular tastes. It's here where
the gummy fan can load up on
trusted favorites and sample
the unfamiliar. The kids were
thrilled to discover Pasta Basta,
a thin, sugary, rainbow-
colored strip perfectly
suited for tearing and
sharing.

The pay-by-weight
model can quickly
get out of control for
the customer, but the
price here is reasonable
— amere 69 euro cents for 100

grams. My family and I bought a
mixed bag for ourselves, another
for my office and a few off-the-
shelf packages and escaped for
under 20 euros.

I wouldn’t, and didn’t, drive
the two hours to Bonn from Kai-
serslautern for the Haribo store
alone. But it’s a great first stop on
a Bonn itinerary alongside the

Beethoven house and
the city’s museums
and churches.
Just grab your
bag of gummies
and you’re on your
way. You don’t need
them, but you’ll be
glad you have them.

| =l

2\ M

Stars and Stripes

ON THE QT

DIRECTIONS

Am Neutor 3, Bonn

From Kaiserslautern, take
Autobahn 63, then A61 toward
Koblenz. Exit onto AS65
toward Bonn, then take the
Bonn-Poppeldorf exit for the
B9. Stay on the B9 into the city
center.

Affordable and convenient
parking is found under the
Galeria Kaufhof shopping
center on Miinsterplatz; the
store is just a couple minutes’
walk away.

TIMES

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday
through Friday; 10 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday. Closed
Sundays.

COSTS

No charge for admission.
Bags of assorted gummies
from the pick-and-mix wall
run 69 euro cents per 100
grams. Packaged sweets also

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

— Gregory Broome

YOUR POINT OF CONTACT IN WIESBADEN MAINZ-KASTEL

HAESE

ITS A GREAT DEAL

| AUTOHAUS-HRESE.DE | DESKI@AUTOHAUS-HRESE.DE | 06134-28 49 43
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Special events are set to draw visitors

The Associated Press

he Olympics, commemo-
rations of World War I,
D-Day and the fall of the
Berlin Wall are some of
the events that will spotlight des-
tinations in the coming months.

« The Winter Olympics, Feb.
7-23, take place in Sochi, a Rus-
sian Black Sea resort. The indoor
events will be held in ice arenas
on the coast, while skiing and
snowboarding are in the Cauca-
sus Mountains 30 miles away.

With its subtropical climate
and lush greenery, the coastal
area of Sochi has long been
a popular destination; some
elaborate worker resorts from
the Stalinist era remain, and new
resorts are under construction.

* The summer of 2014 marks
a century since World War I
was triggered by the June 28,
1914 assassination of the Aus-
trian archduke Franz Ferdinand
in Sarajevo, now the capital of
Bosnia-Herzegovina. Events are
planned across Europe to com-
memorate the centenary (1914.
org ), and tour operators are of-
fering itineraries visiting places
connected to the war.

« June 6 is the 70th anni-
versary of D-Day, the Allied
invasion of Normandy, France,
which marked a turning point
in defeating Hitler in World War
I1. Past milestone anniversa-
ries have drawn veterans of the
invasion, but that generation is
rapidly dwindling. President
Obama, Queen Elizabeth and
other heads of state have been

AP

Events are planned across
Europe to mark a century since
World War | began. Above are
the graves of German soldiers at
the German Military Cemetery,
Soldatenfriedhof, in Menen,
Belgium.

invited to mark the solemn day
on the Normandy coast.

* Nov. 9 will mark 25 years
since the Berlin Wall was
breached, a powerful moment in
ending communism in Eastern
Europe and the Cold War. The
wall, built in 1961, not only physi-
cally cut East Berlin off from the
West, but also symbolized the
division between Western Eu-
rope and communist-controlled
Eastern bloc countries.

The wall was completely torn
down in 1990, but its destruction
began in 1989. In the years since,
reunified Berlin has become a
trendy tourism capital. Events
and exhibits are planned to mark
the 25th anniversary, including
an installation of illuminated

Hotel Am See
Kirchenthumbacher Str. 36
92676 Eschenbach .
Tel: +49 (0)9645-8444 - Mobil: +49 (0)175-4024023
wwwhotelamsee.de - hotelamsee@usa.net
FREEWIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS

Situated on the shore of the RuBweiher

Glutschaufel Hotel & Restaurant
International Hotel & Cuisine
Cosmopolitan Atmosphere
Open: Mon-Sat 5pm-11pm
Obersee 1,

92676 Eschenbach
09645/602900

balloons on a 7.5-mile path where
the city was once divided.
« Scotland hosts its yea:
long “Homecoming,” inviting
emigres and their descendants
to return for clan gatherings and
other events, including a reenact-
ment of the Battle of Bannock-
burn, an important victory 700

Restaurant

years ago in the Wars of Scottish
Independence. The Homecoming
is held every four years.

« In Holland, the Mauritshuis
museum reopens in June in The
Hague. This small but important
museum, housed in a 17th-centu-
ry palace, is home to Vermeer’s
masterpiece, “Girl with a Pearl

Earring.”

« In Norway, the Geiranger-
fjord will get some additional
visitors as Adventures By Disney
adds the destination to a new
itinerary inspired by the movie
“Frozen.” The film’s fantasy
kingdom of Arendelle was based

on the fjord.
,/

W

Directory

Bavaria-Graf/Vilseck area
ince 1978 3
G
L
Eline ReeftouraiiPeking
™ Chin ind Mongolian Buffet
Nikolast. , 92637 Weiden/Opf

Bavaria-Graf/Vilseck area

Open 11am-2pm &5am-11pm
Wisenstr 1, 92637 Weiden
Tel: 0961/20633155

ganesha-weid

Glutschaufel Hotel & Restaurant
International Hotel & Cuisine
Cosmopolitan Atmosphere
Open: Mon-Sat 5pm-11pm
Obersee 1,

92676 Eschenbach

Tel: 09645/60 29 00
www.glutschaufel.de

PALLAS s

Unterer Markt 15 92637 Weiden
Tel./Fax: +49 (0)961-431 62

4

Alte Amberger Str. 36
92655 Grafenwdhr

Open Wed-Mon: Noon-11pm (Tues. Closed)
Call For Reservations / Take Out Orders
Tel. 08821-57486
wwwistorante-la-mama-garmisch.de

Am Schoenberg 18 - 92655 Grafenwoehr

Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch
Free Breakfast, Family Apartments,

HoTub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome, g

American/German Owned, ==

www.city-hotel-p
mail@city-hotel-pension-grafenwoehr.de
FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESSS

36 EURPerson, Doub . Per Night.
Tel: 08824-9120 - Email: hotel@forsthaus-oberau.de

VAT Forms accepted! www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Puliman Stuttgart Fontana
Vollmoelerstr 5 70563 Stuttart-Vaihingen
Tel:0711-7300 - Email: h5425@accorcom
www pullmanhotels.com
Near the beautiful city park,
dose to Kelly & Patch Barracks. A perfect place for
overnight stays as well as conferences and parties.

Hotel de France
“Historical Boutique Hotel

inWiesbadensTaunusstrage” | ¢
Tel +49 (0)611-95 97 30 4
welcomeahoteldefrance.de | 1Al e

VAT Forms accepted / Credit Cards accepted.

Book now! VAT form required,
show your ID card. Book directly
on marriott.com via your Mil. code.
T:+49(0) 61228010

49 (0) 6122801 800

M: reservations@courtyard-
wiesbaden.de

WIRLRABE N
e STADT

65205 Wiesbaden
wnwwcourtyardies

27,82467 Garmisch-Partenkirchen

Gasthausbrauerei Brau Wirt
Traditional Bavarian Cuisine - Zoig| Beers
Unterer Markt 9 - 92637 Weiden/Opf.
Phone: 0961/481330

d

Frankfurt area

Airport City Mall

Mainz / Wiesbaden area

Germany's Finest Beer and Authentic.
German Cuisine
gtthey,
@ Otto Suhr Ring

55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel.06134-24999
www.brauhaus-castel. de

www.chillers-sportsbars.com
Idar - Oberstein
P
Beataurant Alte-Banslel
L 4 a b

iriars fLa

The place to o for the original open fire grilled
Gaucho style steaks!

Haupttrasse 432 + 55743 Idar - Oberstein
06781-28059/367733

www restaurant-altekanzlei de

Neunkirchen area

Best wings around!
Daily Specials; Devils
Spit Challenge
Saarbriicker Strasse 16
66538 Neunkirchen
06821-920-6750
www.chillers-sportsbars.com and Facebook

QUACK

Gasthaus & Biergarten
Inh. Sascha Gartner
EnterweilerstraRe 74
67657 Kaiserslautern
www.Quack-Kl.de

Tel. 0631/42828

Enjoy the taste of Turkey
Riesenstrasse 18
67655 Ka\sers\au(err]

_— This Way To Greece...
Original Greek Cuisine
i ‘ | Come asa guest,
\‘ leave as a friend
Tel: 0049 961 37279
Schiorplatz 9

EL GRECO 92637 Weiden

Musikcafe Weilerbach
Danzigerstr. 23

Open Wed-Sat. from 7pm.
We accept Dollars

Pool-Billiard-Darts-Live Music/ DJ's

DA PEPPINO
¥ Hookah Café #X

Phone: 09641454045
Neue Amberger Str. 18
92665 Grafenwohr

-om/MusikCz
Mainz / Wisbaden area

Bei Michos
Finest Greek Specialities
Mon-Fri & Sun: 11:00-14:00 & 17:00-22:00
Saturday 17:00-22:00
Neu Strasse 4, 55252 Mainze-Kastel
(100 yds from Mainz-Kastel facilities)
‘www.bei-michos-kastel.de

-Terminal 1

Frankfurt 2

Airport 55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel. 069-69023432 06134-5649669

Get our juicy Irsh Angus Burger!

Flandernstrasse 91
65191 Wiesbaden
Tel.0611/205 76 146

www.smoketribebbg.com

Avd

Vitis

Restanramt

Fine Italian Cuisine
Oppelner Strasse 3 « Wiesbaden-Nordenstadt
Tel. 06122-9279701

Okinii

Taunus Strasse 22 sl & ol
65183 Wiesbaden

Tel. 0611-23835808 E’]-
Villa im Tal

Fine Dining - Events - Catering
Adamstal 4

65195 Wiesbaden

Tel. 0611-2386228
www.villaimtal.de

Boelckestr. 55, 55252 Mainz-Kastel
(across the street from United Furniture)
Tel.06134-23661
Open: Mon-Fri - 11:00 -22:30 « Sat - 12:00-22:30
Sun & German Holidays - 15:00-22:30
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SEE THIS:
sumo wrestling

-

Sumo grand i i

SHizuo KameavasHI/AP

performed his ring entry forms at Meiji Shrine in Tokyo

i of -
on Jan. 8. The Shinto ritual is part of the annual New Year’s celebrations at the shrine. The Grand Sumo
Tournament — January Basho in Tokyo is now through Jan. 26 at Ryogoku Kokugikan. For more: sumo.
or.jp. Installations also offer tours to sumo events. Camp Fuji has one Jan. 18; Yokosuka on Jan. 25; and
Atsugi ITT and Camp Zama on Feb. 9. For more on sumo, go to tinyurl.com/stripessumo.

IN CONCERT

Japan

TEDESCHI TRUCKS BAND: Tokyo,
Feb. 6, 7 p.m., Shibuya Kokaido; Feb.
10, 7 p.m., Shibuya AX, 7,700-8,700
yen; Udo 03-3402-5999.

SHAGGY: Tokyo, Feb. 8, 2:15 & 7
p.m., Shinagawa Prince Hotel Stella
Ball, 8,400 yen; 03-5785-1020.
NINE INCH NAILS: Tokyo, Feb. 25
&26, 7 p.m., Studio Coast, 9,000 yen
(standing); Creativeman Productions
03-3499-6669.

BOB DYLAN: Tokyo, March 31,
April 1,3, 4,7 &8, 7 p.m., DiverCity,
13,000 yen, 1st floor standing; Udo
03-3402-5999.

SUZANNE VEGA: Tokyo, April 7,
7:30 p.m., Ex Theater Roppongi,
7,500 yen; Smash 03-3444-6751.
JEFF BECK: Sendai, April 13, 5 p.m.,
Iwate Kenminkan, 10,500 yen; News
Promotion 022-266-7555.

South Korea

ILLIONAIRE: Jan. 25, 6 p.m., Gwanju
r 18 Memorial Cullure center, Minju
Hall, 50,000 won; Daejeon, Feb.

Joew Rvan, Invision/AP

Get ready to rock: The Rolling Stones will perform in concert in
Tokyo on Feb. 26 and March 4 and 6 at Tokyo Dome.

7, 7:30 p.m., Chungnam National
University Jeongsimhwa International
Culture Hall, 50,000 won; tinyurl.
com/3ebrwhe.

IL DIVO: Seoul, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.,
Jamsil Indoor Stadium, 90,000-
130,000-180,000-200,000-250,000
won; finyurl.com/3e6rwhe.

7

Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts
and activities, go to stripes.com/military-life

ENCE

EVENTS WITH FLOWERS

Japan
ATAMI CHERRY BLOSSOM
FESTIVAL (Kanagawa
refecture): Jan. 25-Feb. 16; view
lossoms on ltokawa Promenade,
along with traditional dance and
an

FESTIVAL: Jan.
18:22; see
illuminations
and more

at the ruins

of Nakijin
Castle; tinyurl.

entert
11 p.m.; www.city.atami.. shizuoka ip.
PEONY FESTIVAL (Tokyo):
Through Feb. 19, 9:30 a.m.-4:30
p-m.; 3,200 peonies in 250 varieties
at Ueno Toshogu Shrine.
ATAMI PLUM BLOSSOMS
FESTIVAL (Kanagawa
refecture): Through March 9; plum
Elosscms in Atami are the earliest to
bloom in Japan and celebrate the
bloom at Atami Baien Koen (Plum
Garden) in Atami city.

Okinawa
NAKUIN CHERRY BLOSSOM

Weightilloss

com,
YAEDAKE CHERRY BLOSSOM
FESTIVAL: Jan. 18-Feb. 2; earliest
cherry blossoms in Japan; Motobu-
cho; www.motobu-ka.com.
OKINAWA FLOWER CARNIVAL
2014: Jan. 18-May 6; showcasing
flowers; Shuri Castle Park, Okinawa
Commemorative Government Park,
Okinawa Kenritsu Budokan, Nakijin
Castle Park and Yaedake Cherry Park.
THE 52ND NAGO CHERRY
BLOSSOMS: Jan. 25 & 26; brass
band, faiko (Japanese drums), folk
songs and more at Nago Chuo Koen;
www.kanko.city.nago.okinawa.jp.

& CosmeticiSurgery,

If you want to start a new life, We have the answers.

- Gastric Band 6500USD
- Tummy tuck 5600USD
- Gastric Sleeve 8500USD
- Liposuction  3400USD

- Gastric Balloon
500USD

- Breast Lift ~ 4500USD

- Breast Augmentation
7000

- EVLT

Perleg 1500USD
Both leg 2500USD

- Sclerotherapy
Per leg 1500USD
Both leg 2500USD

-Lap band+Sleeve plication-

CEX TR RAErRAT Y] = skyakp@hotmail.com

B www.seoulskyhospital.com
36-1 Garak-dong, Songpa-gu, Seoul, Korea

Over 3000 successful

cases of surgery

- Experienced surgeons

- Skilled medical teams

- The latest medical equipments

- Surgery available on weekend

- Laparoscopic procedure
[Minimally Invasive Surgery]

- Reasonable price

- Gastric Sleeve -
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WINTER FESTIVALS

Japan

FUJIKAWAGUCHIKO WINTER
FIREWORKS (Yamanashi
prefecture): weekends Jan. 18-Feb.
23, 8-8:30 p.m.; fireworks at Ohike
Koen, located close to Kawaguchiko
Ohashi (bridge] Minami infersection on

southern shore of Lake Kawaguchi, five-

minute drive from Kawaguchiko .C.;

055572-3168.

SAIKO (LAKE) SOFT RIME
FESTIVAL (Yamanashi
prefecture): Jan. 25-Feb. 2; giant
ice sculptures on display with night
illuminations at Saiko Yacho-no mori
Koen, one of five lakes at the foot of
Mount Fuji; 25-minute ride on Route
139 from Kawaguchiko IC on Chuo
Express or a 50-minute a Fujikyuko bus
ride from Kawaguchiko Station; free;
0555-72-3168.

HIROSAKI WINTER FESTIVAL
(Aomori prefecture): Jan. 25 &
26, until 9 p.m.; festival at Hirosaki
Apple Park features sledding, snowball
batlle, reading of fairy tales and more;
20-minute ride from JR Hirosaki Station,
free bus from JR Hirosaki Station.
YOKOHAMA REDBRICK
WAREHOUSE ART & ICE
SKATING: Through Feb. 23, ] 10
p.m. weekdays, 11 a.m.-10 p.
weekends; art with lights des\gned by
Maki Kijima; 15-minute walk from JR
Kan-nai Stafion; 500 yen adults, 400
yen kids and 500 yen for shoe renal.
SORA NIWA ICE PARK - GINZA
(Tokyo): Through March 2, 11 a.m
10 p.m.; ice skating rink on the roof
of Matsuya Ginza Department Store,
three-minute walk from Ginza Station
on Hibiya and Ginza Lines; 2,100 yen

LOTS TO DO: Inje Icefish Festival

At this festival, Jan. 18-26, guests can sample icefish, try ice fishing, and play games such as human
bowling on ice, ice soccer and tug-of-war on ice. The festival is at Soyangho Lake in Inje, Gangwon-do.

For more: tinyurl.com/otro4ua

11 a.m.5 p.m., 2,900 yen 5-10 p.m.,
700 yen kids; www.matsuya.com/
foreigner/en

AKASAKA SACAS ICE SKATING

Save Navy’'s Dollars

We Welcome:
* Active duty and retired military, + Busine
reservists, NAF and Do) employees  + Space

* Sponsored friends and lamilies

RINK (Tokyo): Through March

2, noon9 p.m. weekdays, 11 a.m.
weekends; illuminations starting 4 p.m.;
Akasaka Station on Marunouchi Line

- Traveling
on

KTO NY

or eightminute walk from Akasaka
Mitsuke Station on Ginza Line; 1,000
yen adults, 500 yen children, plus 500
yen for shoe rentals; 03-3746-6666.

Orders? -

Stay At NGIS!

Navy Gateway Inns and Suites
The official and preferred lodging choice for all TDY travelers offers :
* Proiessionally managed, comiortable accommodations
* Convenient locations near work assignments

and base amenities
* A welcoming almosphere and stellar customer service

Make your individual er group reservations now!

Planning a meeting, conference or catered event?
We can help! Talk to our managers.

[Creating comfortable guest
services for those we serve:

Today and Tomorrow!

a/TDY guests on olficial travel
uilable travelers
(no orders required)

tarnat
Access!

FUJI-Q HIGHLAND ICE SKATING
(Yamanashi prefecture): Through
March 30, closed Jan. 21 & Feb.

18; three ice skating rinks; 5-6-1,
Nishihara, Fuji-Yoshida city; 1,300 yen
adults, 700 yen kids; 1,000 yen for
shoe rental; 0555-23-2111;

www.fujiq.jp/en

South Korea

JARASEOM SINGSING WINTER
FESTIVAL: Through Jan. 26;

includes ice fishing for frout, snow
sledding, snow sculptures, ice frees
with ice flowers, an igloo cafe, ice
skating, bumper cars, parades and
more; Gyeonggi-do Gapyeong-gun,
Gapyeongcheon Stream area, San 7,
Dalieon-ri, Gapyeong-eup, Gapyeong-
gun, Gyeonggi-do; fees for fishing and
activities including bumper cars and
sledding; finyurl.com/pocgrnl
JIRISAN NAMWON BARAEBONG
SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL
(Jeollabuk-do): Through Feb. 9; this
event is in Unbong Herb Valley, known
for snow-covered fields and a variety of
winter activities including ice and snow
sledding, snowman making, snowball
fights; take express bus from Central
City Terminal for Newton Express
Terminal, then fake a taxi to Jirisan
Mountain Herb Valley; free; +82-2-
1330; tinyurl.com/pwiameq

SEOUL SNOW FESTIVAL: Through
Feb. 9, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., until 9 p.m.
onF n.; featuring snow-themed
exhibition and more at Peace Plaza at
the War Memorial of Korea, Samgaki
Station (Subway Line 4 & 6); 15,000
won adults, 12,000 won ages 2-13;
+82-2-1330.
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Small-town Tokyo

By Linpa LoMBARDI
The Associated Press

typical visitor to Tokyo

envisions a futuristic

city of skyscraper

canyons and electronic
gadgets, but in the eastern part
of the city, an older way of life
persists.

“In Yanaka, you have the his-
tory, the tradition, the temples,
without any of the self-conscious-
ness you have in Kyoto,” says
Allan West, who's lived for more
than 30 years in the neighbor-
hood known for cultural preser-
vation.

Yanaka is one of a trio of
neighborhoods called Yanesen
after their first syllables (Yana-
ka, Nezu and Sendagi). They
are part of the shitamachi, or
old downtown district of Tokyo.
Yanaka has a mid-20th century
vibe uncommon in Tokyo, which
‘was mostly destroyed twice in
the 20th century by earthquake
and war. Small one-product
shops that have sold rice crack-
ers or traditional handicrafts for

Yanaka neighborhood gives
a glimpse of quiet daily life

generations coexist with modern
art galleries and young bakers of
artisanal European breads, set
on wandering streets and alleys
with a low, human scale unlike
the high-rises of familiar Tokyo
neighborhoods like Shinjuku and
Shibuya.

Shop locally

Yanaka has few of the big fran-
chise stores, often Western, that
you see in the rest of Tokyo.

“People live above their busi-
nesses,” says West, an American
artist. “None of this has a big
corporation behind it. Pretty
much, the individuals who run
them are there.”

The easiest place to start
exploring is the old Yanaka
Ginza shopping street, a short
walk from Nippori Station. As
you leave the station you’ll pass
Yanaka Cemetery, worth a
visit for the interesting gnarled
cherry trees even when they’re
not in flower. There you might
have your first encounter with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 35

PHotos Y LiNba Lomearoi/AP

Artist Allan West works in hi
A temple in the Yanaka nei d of Tokyo The Yanesen area (Yanaka,
Nezu and Sendagi) of the city has an unusually large number of temples, with 73 in Yanaka alone.

of which are in Yanaka.

Yanaka. Only nine stores

is studio in
remain in Japan that sell the traditional pigments he paints with, four
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TURUMI LODGE

OSAN AIR BASE, KOREA

Do you have friends & family visiting soon? Or do you just need a time out? Make reservations at the

most comfortable and affordable place in town. Room rate from $56.00 to $60.50 per night.

ailable reservations can be made for up to 14 maximum nights from 1 October 13 to 31 January 14.
Turumi Lodge operation 24 hours, 7days a week.

DSN 315 784- 1844 Comm: 82-31-661-1844
at@us.af.mil
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Boasting an oven made of volcanic rock from Mt. Fuji, the Atom
bakery sells Western-style pastries and is decorated with figures
from the classic Astro Boy cartoon from which it takes its name.

FROM PAGE 34

the wandering cats that are mas-
cots of the neighborhood.

Continue down the hill from
the station and you’ll come to a
broad staircase leading down to
Yanaka Ginza, where the visitor
can find old and new crafts, old
and new food, and souvenirs and
gifts.

A Western-style bakery that
boasts of an oven made with
stone from Mount Fuji stands
next to a shop that sells tradi-
tional Japanese sweets. There’s
a shop entirely devoted to items
made by hand from bamboo,

a tiny stall where you can get
T-shirts custom-printed with
illustrations of various animals,
and a shop that sells traditional
‘wooden and straw-rope sandals.

You'll see the feline motif
throughout, from a modern gift
shop of cat-themed gifts to a shop
that sells the traditional bean
paste-filled cakes usually made
in the shape of a fish, but here,
of course, in the form of a cat. If
you’re hesitant about a bean-
flavored dessert, order one of
the soft ice cream cones and it’ll
come with a tiny one to sample.

Neighborhood life

What'’s also special about
Yanaka is the window it offers on
the everyday life of the neigh-
borhood. Yanaka Ginza sells
everything practical that locals
could need. Some of it is famil-
iar: a drugstore, small grocery,
fish shop, butcher, and clothing
and handbags from the cheap to
the fashionable. Others are more

KNOW & GO

The Yanesen Tourist infor-
mation center can provide
information on Yanaka and
its sister neighborhoods,
Nezu and Sendagi, at
ti-yanesen.jp/en.

unusual to Westerners: a shop
that sells just pickled vegetables,
and one that offers various kinds
of fish paste.

It’s interesting to simply wan-
der the residential alleys, where
the unpaved streets are crowded
with meticulously cared-for pot-
ted plants in front of small homes
tightly packed together. You’ll
also find yourself stumbling
upon some of the more than 100
temples in the Yanesen area,
with 73 in Yanaka alone.

To explore the rest of the
neighborhood from Yanaka
Ginza, you may pick up a
detailed tourist map for 300
yen, but any of the free English
neighborhood maps you can find
around town will do just as well.
Turn right at the end of the shop-
ping street and you’ll find a tour-
ist information center with many
maps and brochures (though its
opening hours are somewhat ir-
regular), which can also arrange
guided tours by reservation.

Art and crafts

This unassuming, sometimes
shabby neighborhood has been a
center of the arts for centuries,

PHotos By LiNba Lomearoy/AP

The feline motif is popular in Tokyo’s Yanaka neighborhood because the cats that roam the area are its
mascots. Above, a shop sells bean paste-filled cakes, usually shaped like a fish, in the shape of a cat.

S 3
Yanaka‘s narrow sireets are Imed wrth greenery and trees that
and in flowerpots.

and still supports both the old
and new. Many traditional crafts
are still practiced and can even
be seen in action. “There are
alot of open workshops,” says
West, who also holds open studio
hours where you can watch him
paint. “You’ll walk by the tatami

maker, the silversmith, and can
look into the window and see
them doing that.”

Only nine stores remain in
all of Japan that supply the
traditional pigments, ground
from precious stones, that West
paints with, and four of them

are in Yanaka. Contemporary
art galleries also exist, some in
repurposed buildings such as
an old public bathhouse and a
pawnshop built in 1847.

Quiet nights

Another way that Yanaka is
unlike the rest of Tokyo is that
the streets are quiet at night, so
it’s best visited in the daytime.
But this is part of its charm and
another reason to come. Another
Westerner who’s lived here for
decades, Dennis Pasche, says,
“It’s good for relaxing — to re-
move stress, to decompress.”

Pasche has built a Swiss chalet
in Yanaka on what he says is
the highest point in Tokyo, but
despite this re-creation of some-
thing of his native Switzerland,
he’s passionate about his adopted
home.

“In Tokyo, you can find
whatever you want,” he says. “In
Shinjuki, Roppongi, Shibuya, you
find the Western world. If you
are interested in the culture you
need to come downtown. This is
downtown. The culture remains
here, alive.”
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Rosanne Cash
The River & The Thread (Blue Note)

The songs on “The River &
The Thread” rock like a cradle,
and the rhythm rings true while
Rosanne Cash explores her roots.

The mesmerizing musical
journey takes her to Arkansas,
the Mississippi Delta and the
Gulf Coast as Cash encounters
the ghosts of Robert Johnson,
Emmett Till, AM radio and her
Civil War ancestors. There’s also
the repeated tug of Memphis,
where Cash was born around the
time her father, Johnny Cash, cut
his first record.

This Southern music stretches
far beyond the confines of coun-
try — that’s a violin on “Night
School,” not a fiddle. The 11
songs blend Tennessee flattop
twang with gospel, the blues, and
even hints of jazz while building
a bridge from Dust Bowl ballads
to Dusty Springfield pop.

Covering so much territory
takes time, but Cash makes it
well worthwhile. In these days
of downloads, “The River”
offers an eloquent argument
for albums. Her husband and
producer, John Leventhal, pulls
it all together and ensures the
set’s considerable ambitions
don’t overwhelm the immaculate
arrangements. There’s no hot
pickin’ here; instead, Cash’s mar-
velous material is the star as she
shares her story of rediscovery.

— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

Trips south

Rosanne Cash, daughter of
cultural icon Johnny Cash,
has become a revered
artist in her own right.

The singer-songwriter’s
latest album, “The River &
the Thread,” is steeped in
her Southern roots.

Universal Music Group

By Davip BAUDER
The Associated Press

ohn Hiatt once commanded us in song to

“Drive South.” Rosanne Cash took him up

onit.

Cash’s first collection of new composi-

tions in seven years is inspired by trips
south — by car, in her mind and into her own
family history. “There’s never any highway when
you're looking for the past,” she sings as a mission
statement in the opening minutes of her album,
“The River & The Thread.”

Johnny Cash’s daughter was primarily raised
in California and has been a New Yorker for more
than two decades.

“I have some Southern sensibility, but it would be
false to say I'm Southern at the core,” she said. “I
don’t think I could have written the record if I was.
It required some distance.”

An example is “Money Road,” a song born out of
a birthday road trip for husband and producer John
Leventhal, a William Faulkner fan who wanted to
explore where the novelist grew up. The region is
historically rich, the birthplace of bluesmen and
the murder site of civil rights figure Emmett Till.
The couple stopped and sat on the Tallahatchie
Bridge, memorably cited in Bobbie Gentry’s “Ode
to Billie Joe,” a song Cash has recorded and fre-
quently sings in concert.

Cash is pictured from behind on the disc’s cover
looking out at the Tallahatchie River.

The “thread” reference comes from the opening
song “A Feather’s Not a Bird” courtesy of Cash’s
friend and sewing teacher Natalie Chernin, who
lives in Florence, Ala.

The disc’s lyrics are rich in Southern locales:
Florence, the Tallahatchie Bridge, the James
River in Virginia, Mobile, Ala.; Memphis, Tenn.,
Nashville, Arkansas. Cash spent time in Dyess,

inspire Rosanne Cash’s new album

Ark., helping Arkansas State University restore the
home where her father grew up as an historic site.
“The Long Way Home” is about the circuitous

path many people take that leads back to their
roots. Cash, 58, took it, too. “What makes you care
about where your parents came from in your 40s
and 50s that you didn’t care about in your 20s and
30s?” she said.

She spent her 20s and 30s as a country music
star. Despite that history, despite making an album
primarily about the South, the country music
establishment is likely to ignore her this time.
They’ve both moved on. She

4 wants the music to be heard,
I have but is realistic about the out-
some lets available.
Southern One pathway is the Ameri-
P cana music community,
sen§|b lllty’ where she is “revered,” said
but it would Jed Hilly, executive direc-
be false tor of the Americana Music
t P Association. “She’s unique,
0 say I'Mm ¢ because of who she is but
Southern at because of her talent and her
the core. y personality,” he said. “She’s

incredibly smart and passion-
ate about making music.”

Cash’s famous musical
guests all had Southern connections, including
John Paul White of the Civil Wars, guitarist Derek
Trucks and singer Cory Chisel. Kris Kristofferson,
John Prine, Amy Helm, Rodney Crowell and Tony
Joe White sing background on the Civil War tale
“When the Master Calls the Roll.” She and Lev-
enthal wrote the song with ex-husband Crowell, a
connection hard to envision by anyone who listened
to Cash’s 1990 album, “Interiors.”

It felt natural, Cash said. “John calls him his
husband-in-law,” she said.

Rosanne Cash
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Well, no and yes. It is true that his 18th
studio album — which debuted Jan. 14,
but which was leaked on the Web after it
was briefly made available on Amazon’s
mobile site at the end of December
— doesn’'t stick to a stylistic or thematic
tone. And it makes use of an array of
implements in the New Jersey rocker’s
musical toolbox.

at’s not such a bad thing. Since
reuniting in 1999 with the E Street
Band, Springsteen has been in his most
prolific recording period. Because he
often omits tracks that don’t fit the mood
of a project — like the 9/11 grief of “The
Rising,” or the blue-collar empathy of
2012’s “Wrecking Ball” — choice tracks
get left behind for reasons that can seem
perverse in retrospect.

Which is not to say “High Hopes™ is
teeming with lost masterpieces. It’s un-
even in spots, and suffers at times from
an overload of Tom Morello, the Rage
Against the Machine guitarist who filled
in for Steven Van Zandt on an Australian
tour when the guitarist-actor was off
playing a mobster in the Netflix show
“Lilyhammer” last year.

rello, it tmany ways, is to be
credited with the albuny’s existence: He

*STARS AND STRIPES®

suggested
the rousing,
brassy “High
Hopes,”
which serves
up musical
uplift while
looking grim
reality in the
eye, be added
to the set |
in Australia.
Bruce Springsteen ;.
High Hopes (Columbia) Down Under,
where they
will return in February in their (as yet)
only scheduled dates of 2014, Spring-
steen and band recorded the title cut
and a driving version of “Just Like Fire
Would” by Australian band the Saints.
It’s a track right in the E Street wheel-
house. In the liner notes, Springsteen
writes that “Tom and his guitar became
my muse, pushing the project to another

Boss’ new BFF plays on 10 tracks,
sings a duet on a thunderous remake
of ~The Ghost of Tom Joad,” the folkie
title track to Springsteet’s 1995 solo
album. Including an extended guitar
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Hopes

Album’s uneven odds and ends rock

By DAN DELUCA @ The Philadelphia Inquirer

ruce Springsteen’s new album, “High Hopes,” would
seem to have hodgepodge written all over it.
None of the songs are brand new. Eight are originals
that didn’t make the cut onto various studio albums.
Some are longtime staples of Springsteen’s live performances.
Three are covers, including the title track, written by Tim Scott
McConnell of roots-rock band the Havalinas, and originally
recorded by the Boss for his 1996 “Blood Brothers” EP.
So “High Hopes” couldn’t possibly cohere as a unified ar-
tistic statement, or count as a significant addition to the prodi-
gious Springsteen songbook, could it?

freakout, it runs seven-plus minutes, and
traded-off voeals diminish the impact of
the song, inspired by John Steinbeck’s
“The Grapes of Wrath.”

Faring better as a sweeping epic is
“American Skin @1 Shots).” It was vrigi-
nally written in response to the 1999
death of African immigrant Amadou
Diallo, who was shot by New York City
police officers. They were acquitted of
second-degree murder charges.

The details — “Ts it a gun, is it a knife,
is it a wallet? / This is your life” — are

ecific vet timeless. The conelusion
— “You can get killed just for living in
your American skin” — could just as
easily apply to Trayvon Martin, to whom
Springsteen dedicated the tune last year.

What about the less widely circulated
tunes? “Harry’s Place,” written for “The
Rising,” is darkly atmospheric. A coun-
terpoint to that album’s “Mary's Place,”
it's an anti-“Tt’s a Wonderful Life.” “If
he didn’t exist, it would all go on just the

me,” a grizzled, fatalistic Springsteen
sings. It’s marred by the Boss’ recent
taste for distorting his voice. A better cut
from “The Rising” ons is “Down
in the Hole,” wt floats ot a keyboard
wash reminiscent of “I’'m on Fire.”

The album picks up with tighter tunes
that dom’t overreach. “Heaven’s Wall” is
a shouter that puts to productive use the
gospel power of the beefed-up E Street
Band. “Frankie Fell in Love” is a winning
trifle that evokes Springsteen and Van
Zandt’s salad days in Asbury Park, N.J.

Throughout “High Hop

es from full-throated rockers to

folk. In the latter category, the

“Hunter of Invisible Game”

inds Springsteen at his most

Dvylanesque, wandering an apocalyptic
landscape in search of he knows not
what. “The Wall” is a more concrete
folk song about Walter Cichon, a Jersey
Shore rocker who died in Vietnam. The
gentiment is powerful, but more effective
on the page than to the ear.

The album comes to a close with
“Dream Baby Dream,” a gorgeous cover
of the 1970s protopunk duo Suicide that
Springsteen played on the harmonium
on the 2005 “Devils & Dust” tour. It
wraps up “High Hopes” nicely by suc-
cinetly restating the “keep hope alive”

edo that bas always animated his work.
~Come on, keep the fire burning,” the
B nat Sings in a s 1g incantation.
~Come on baby, dream, baby dream.”
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‘Invention of Wings’

A story of sisters, slavery and strength

By AMaNDA ST. AMAND
St. Louis Post-Dispatch

rom the opening words that place

10-year-old Hetty, a slave girl

whose mama calls her Handful, in

the courtyard of a Charleston plan-
tation, “The Invention of Wings” tells a story
of strength, sorrow and shame.

Handful is presented as a birthday gift
to one of the many children of the South
Carolina estate, Sarah Grimke, to mark her
11th birthday. One child being given another
— shameful.

But Sue Monk Kidd’s
deft writing takes us into
the hearts and minds of
both of these girls imme-
> » diately, as Sarah tells her
mother she has no need
to own a slave.

“I was sent to solitary
confinement in my new
room and ordered to
write a letter of apology
to each guest. Mother
settled me at the desk with paper, inkwell
and a letter she’d composed herself, which I
was to copy.”

From that first act of rebellion, Kidd
shows readers that Sarah strains against
the mold forced on young women of the
Southern aristocracy. She reads voraciously,
abetted in the early years by her father. But
once she is caught teaching Hetty to read,
her father decides he’s doing his willful
daughter no favors and forbids her from his

Monk

Sue

Invention
of Wings

vast library.
While Sarah is going through her own
growing pains, Handful must live under
the control of her owners. She has only
her mother, Charlotte (who Handful calls
Mauma), to turn to — and Charlotte is as
willful as Sarah.

Charlotte tells Sarah early on that she
must help Handful to freedom, and Char-
lotte fights against her slavery as best she
can. She steals, fakes an injury when it aids
her and never lets Handful forget that they
are human beings who deserve freedom.

As Sarah and Handful grow to adulthood,
they fight different battles while remaining
committed to similar goals — Sarah wants
freedom for all slaves, and Handful wants
freedom for herself and Mauma.

Kidd weaves a fascinating story, for Sarah
Grimke and her sister, Nina, were real
women of the early 1800s who became the
first female abolition agents. Handful also
existed — a young slave named Hetty given
to Sarah.

But the rich and complex relationship
between Sarah and Handful is the author’s
creation, and a masterful one. They become
friends, of sorts, but Handful resents her
position, and Sarah — despite her pure
intentions — was reared with a sense of en-
titlement and wealth that are hard to shake.

Kidd, best known for “The Secret Life of
Bees,” also creates the rich love between
Mauma and Handful. Mauma vanishes from
the plantation when Handful is 19, leaving
Handful unsettled at not knowing her fate.
The love between these two women is pal-

VikiNg/AP

“The Secret Life of Bees” author Sue
Monk Kidd recently released her novel,
“The Invention of Wings,” about American
abolitionists Sarah and Nina Grimke.

pable; you share Handful’s sense of loss.

Most of this book is about Sarah, Nina
and Handful. A few men play important but
small roles. But this beautiful and ultimate-
ly uplifting book is about women and their
fight to be heard.

No wonder Oprah Winfrey picked “The
Invention of Wings” for her book club. It’s a
most deserving choice.

Should we? CIA memoir reveals what wasn’t asked

By Mart Apuzzo
The Associated Press

here is a moment in

John Rizzo’s new mem-

oir when the longtime

CIA lawyer has the
chance to change history. It is
March 2002, and Rizzo has just
been briefed on the agency’s
proposals for interrogating sus-
pected terrorists.

Rizzo walks the grounds of
the CIA, smoking a cigar, think-
ing about waterboarding and
other unprecedented tactics that
seem “sadistic and terrifying.”

Rizzo realizes that, on his own
say-so, he can end the discus-
sion right there. With the stroke
of a pen, Rizzo, the CIA’s acting
general counsel, could kill the
program before it starts.

“It would have been a rela-
tively easy thing to do, actually,”
he writes.

Then he thinks about what
‘would happen if terrorists
struck again. People would
blame the CIA. Rizzo would
blame himself. And he couldn’t
deal with that.

So despite his reservations,
Rizzo sends the interrogation
proposal to the Justice Depart-
ment, beginning a process that
gave the green light to tactics
the United States once consid-
ered and prosecuted as torture.

Moments like this occur again
and again in the roughly six

Company
Man

John Rizzo

chapters Rizzo dedicates to the
CIA’s post-9/11 response: People
set aside nagging questions
about morality (should we?) and
focused instead on the legalistic
question (can we?).

Rizzo’s portrayal of key meet-
ings offers an unprecedented
and sometimes startling look at
how uncomfortable the en-
hanced-interrogation techniques
made people.

Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld “didn’t want to get his
fingerprints anywhere near the
EITs.” Secretary of State Colin
Powell seemed “intensely un-
comfortable.” National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice was
disturbed that the detainees
were forced to be nude.

Yet there were no discussions
about whether this path would
damage U.S. relationships with
allies, harm U.S. long-term
interests or weaken its moral
standing.

Even though the interrogation
program is more than a decade
in the past, the topic remains
timely. Since leaked documents
showed the U.S. vacuuming
up millions of domestic phone
records, tracking cellphone
locations and eavesdropping on
calls, officials have defended the
tactics as legal.

Once again, the question of
whether the government should
do something is getting less
attention than the question of
whether it can.

Many insiders have written
memoirs about the post-9/11
CIA. Often, those who approved
the interrogation program are
portrayed as two-dimensional
heroes willing to make unpopu-
lar decisions to help the country.

Rizzo paints a less flattering
but more revealing picture, one
in which fear hung over impor-
tant decisions. Fear of another
attack, fear of blame, fear of
political liability.

Depending on your politics
and your views on waterboard-
ing, that might make these fig-
ures more relatable and human,
their decisions that much more
wrenching.

Or it might make them seem

cowardly.

Whatever conclusion you
draw, Rizzo’s book makes an im-
portant contribution to history
and the debate over interroga-
tion. And it serves as a reminder
of how much fear drives deci-
sion-making in Washington.

For instance, Rizzo regrets
not presenting the interroga-
tion program to more people
in Congress. Not because the
legislative branch should have
been fully aware of this unprec-
edented step, but because it
would have headed off criticism
of the CIA years later.

In a few key places, Rizzo
skips the opportunity for what
would have been important re-
flection. There is no analysis, for
example, of the two psycholo-
gists who became the architects
of the interrogation program
despite limited background and
expertise.

“Company Man” is tailor-
made for CIA buffs. Rizzo’s
career as an agency lawyer
spanned the decades from Iran-
Contra to drones, with Russian
turncoat Aldrich Ames, the rise
of al-Qaida and some inter-
rogation videos destroyed in
between.

Though Rizzo never sheds his
role as the company man, his
book manages to strike notes
that are both earnest and can-
did. That alone sets “Company
Man” apart in the genre.

‘Little Failure’
an immigrant
success story

By ANN LEVIN
The Associated Press

tage 41, Gary
Shteyngart seems
awfully young to be
writing a memoir.
But readers of “Little Fail-
ure” soon discover that he’s
been precocious all his life.

The book is Shteyngart’s
funny, often moving, chron-
icle of his family’s journey
from St. Petersburg, Russia,
then known as Leningrad,
to the U.S. in 1979. It’s also a

brutally hon-
est record of
his personal
transforma-
tion from
fearful,
sickly child
to angry,
self-destruc-
b ) tive youth to
professional
success and mensch.

Part of the wave of Soviet
refuseniks, the Shteyngarts
settled in Queens, N.Y., when
young Igor — Gary was the
English approximation — was
just 7. Soon he was packed off
to Hebrew school, where he
was bullied by other kids and
indoctrinated with religious
Zionism.

Then one day, the geeky
kid, who dreamed of being
a cosmonaut in Russia and
inhaled Isaac Asimov almost
from the moment his family
landed at JFK Airport, was
asked to read aloud in class
from his schoolboy attempt at
a science-fiction story.

Classmates were enthralled,
his ostracism ended and the
budding young writer ap-
peared to be well on his way
to the career that would bring
him great fortune. But years
of turmoil lay ahead: drugs,
alcohol, failed romance, bad
behavior, unsuitable jobs.

Shteyngart gives a big shout
out to psychoanalysis for
helping him learn to manage
his unexamined sadness and
rage.

As he prepared to write
this book, he went back to
Russia with his parents to
try to plumb the depths of
their pain. The urge to write
amemoir was great, he ex-
plains, because of his over-
‘whelming fear that he would
die before they did, depriving
him of the chance to express
his love and gratitude.

The title, “Little Failure,”
is a nickname his mother
bestowed on him soon after
they moved to Queens. The
mocking nature illustrates
what he describes throughout
the book — the “supposedly
funny banter with a twist of
the knife.” It’s an ironic title,
as well, because Shteyngart,
the quintessential overachiev-
ing immigrant son, has suc-
ceeded beyond any parent’s
wildest dreams.
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Robin Williams is President Dwight
Eisenhower and Forest Whitaker is Cecil
Gaines in “Lee Daniels’ The Butler.”

NEW ON DVD

“Lee Daniels’ The Butler”: True
story of the White House butler who
worked for eight presidents. Forest
‘Whitaker stars. The film tells a pow-
erful story of a man who goes from
picking cotton to working in the White
House. His relationship with multiple
presidents parallels events regarding
race relations unfolding in America.
‘Whitaker turns in an Oscar-worthy
performance, but the cast of supporting
players — particularly Oprah Winfrey
— is often more of a distraction than
attraction.

“Carrie”: How much you enjoy the re-
make of the 1976 classic horror film will
depend on how well you remember the
original film. Except for more elaborate
special effects and the addition of social
media as a tool for the bullying that
turns milquetoast Carrie into the worst
prom date ever, this is basically the
same take on the Stephen King novel.
Those who haven’t seen the original will
be introduced to the emotionally and so-
cially stunted Carrie, played to a creepy
chill by Chloé Grace Moretz. She’s a
high school reject because her zealot
mother (Julianne Moore) has raised
her to believe that any good feelings are
pathways for Satan to take her soul. You
can imagine how much dear old mom
fears any sexual awakenings that could
be going on with her daughter.

“You’re Next”: The first 10 minutes
of the new horror film “You're Next”
will feel familiar to fans of the genre.
Moments after a couple have sex in an
isolated location, they’re brutally mur-
dered. Don’t give up on the movie.

Through the smart writing of Simon
Barrett, the film slowly changes into a
horror thriller that will have you ques-
tioning who is evil and who is good. It’s
this ambiguity that makes for a refresh-
ing take on what has become a genre
stagnated by too many conventions.

Also available on DVD:

“The Spectacular Now”

“Riddick”: Vin Diesel is back playing
the antihero.

“Enough Said”: Julia Louis-Dreyfus,
James Gandolfini star in this story of
complicated relationships.

“Fruitvale Station”: Based on the true
story of a young man who was killed by
a BART police officer in Oakland, Calif.

“Big Sur”: Jack Kerouac tries to
escape his inner demons.

“Top Gear 20”: Latest season of the
BBC series that looks at cars.

“Where I Am”: Man goes to Ireland to
lay the past to rest.

“Voodoo Possession”: Demon reaches
from beyond the grave to torment the
living.

“I'm In Love With A Church Girl”:
Drug trafficker falls for a church girl.

“Unmanned: America’s Drone
Wars”: Looks at effect of U.S. drone
strikes.

“Wolverine vs. Sabretooth”: Wolver-
ine and Sabretooth square off in one
more battle.

— Rick Bentley/The Fresno Bee

More isn’'t always better

Binge TV viewing might not be good for the mind — or body

By B WarD

Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

abby Helmin-Clazmer is an

unabashed binge viewer. She

has devoured full TV seasons

at a time of everything from
“Keeping Up With the Kardashians” to
“Breaking Bad.” But as with other major
indulgences, the aftermath can be a
downer. One way or another.

“If I binge-watch a reality show, I feel
like I have wasted a ton of my time,” said
Helmin-Clazmer of Minneapolis. But
when she finishes an intense drama, “the
depression and feeling of emptiness is
much stronger than with a reality show. A
world that I was once ‘living in’ no longer
exists.”

As binge viewing continues to radically
change the way Americans watch televi-
sion — 62 percent of us do
it, according to a recent
Harris Interactive sur- P —
vey — the aftereffects {
are just beginningtobe |
understood.

The good news: It’s
probably not the worst
way to while away a
winter weekend. The bad
news: It’s not the healthi-
est of habits, and might
even influence our world-
view if the shows are dark
and depressing.

Michael Erdman of
Little Canada, Minn., just
watched the second season
of “American Horror Story,”
“and I've got to tell you, that
was one sick and twisted
show. Loved every minute
of it, but it was giving me
nightmares.”

The concerns can
go beyond the psyche,
said Dr. James Mitchell,
president of the Neuropsy-
chiatric Research Institute
in Fargo, N.D. “It doesn’t
sound like a particularly
desirable behavior, both for
one’s mood and one’s physical
health,” he said. “The inactivity
is bad, the food that accompa-
nies it probably is bad, your
mood is bad.”

TV scholars have long
worried about the adverse
effects of hing too

It doesn’t sound
like a particularly
desirable behavior, both
for one’s mood and
one’s physical health.
The inactivity is bad, the
food that accompanies
it probably is bad,
your mood is bad. ’ ’
Dr. James Mitchell
president of the Neuropsychiatric Research
Institute in Fargo, N.D.

yes, someone might be more concerned
about going out into the community after
three days of mayhem. But I don’t think
it’s a permanent condition.”

But then many of us simply move on
to the next series, via Netflix, Amazon,
Huly, “On Demand” services or myriad
other outlets. Even President Barack
Obama spends what spare time he has
watching serialized shows. The New York
Times recently reported that Obama is
working his way through the DVD box
set of AMC’s meth kingpin hit “Breaking
Bad.” He also is keenly awaiting the new
season of the political drama “House of
Cards.”

That show, which earned nine Emmy
nominations last year, was created by the
streaming service Netflix specifically
for binge viewing, with all 13 episodes
released simultaneously.

The delivery system might be different,
but shows like “House of Cards” are just
the latest iteration of a phenomenon that
began about a decade ago.

In the beginning was the DVD box set,
and it was good.

The shift toward binge
viewing was prompted
by serialized dramas
like “The West
Wing” and “The
Sopranos.” Their
ongoing story lines
compelled viewers
to follow the sagas of
these heroes (and anti-
heroes) in short order.
The trend gained steam
» even with short-lived
series such as “Firefly”
and “Freaks and Geeks,”
which became naturals for
binge viewing on DVD.
Nowadays, Sauter said,
the narrative in these types
of shows can span an entire
season, pushing viewers to
keep watching: “So you get to
the end of an episode, and it’s
‘Well, let’s watch one more.””
Sauter, who teaches courses in TV
criticism, likens the experience to
“eating a whole bag of potato chips.
The first couple are good, but once
you get to the middle of the pack,
you can lose all the savoring of it.”
Part of the impetus for binge
viewing, Sauter added, is
peer pressure, “what

much television. They
even have a name for it.
“The cultivation theory
says that people who watch
significantly more TV
have a darker view of the
world; they see it as a
mean and scary place,”
said Kevin Sauter, a
communications profes-
sor at the University of
St. Thomas. “This is a
more focused experi-
ence — the binge. And

J—

"

your social circle expects
of you. With shows like
‘Breaking Bad’ and ‘Down-
ton Abbey,’ there’s such a
strong social component, a
need to keep up or catch up.”
Still, he said, “TV has al-
ways been accused of being
a time-waster, and now
we’re talking about big, big
chunks of time. And time
spent (binge viewing)
means time taken away
from other things, fam-
ily, friends, activities.”
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A full-body scan
helped Michelle
Sullivan, shown
above right and in
X-ray, commit to
changing her eating
habits and lifestyle.
Kansas City Star/MCT

ight flah
ou can't see

Scan measures internal body fat

By Epwarp M. EVELD

The Kan tar

ichelle Sullivan scored a prominent
entry last August in the annals of put-
ting oneself out there.
A big, vivid image of Sullivan’
body fat as recorded by a medical scanner ap-
peared on the cover of the Kansas City Star’s
FYI magazine for all to see, with her internal
belly fat lit up in bright yello

It’s not the kind of graphic information ever:

one would want to share. But Sullivan was ready
to do something about her weight problem, and
she figured going public would help her stay
focused and could help other:

The 50-year-old nurse h: deuded to take
advantage of a new body scan at St. Luke’s Car-
dio Health and Wellness Center touted as highly

accurate and specific. It differentiates between
at, the kind you can pinch, and vi.
fat, which is internal and is the most dange;

'mful chemic:
an knew she needed to lose weight, but the map
of the fat concentrated in her abdomen, v

A VAT estimate higher than 100 is con idered an
increased health risk. Higher than 160 is “high risk.”
Sullivan’s VAT

Since her encounter with the scan, Sullivan has lo.
pounds. She followed the advice of Becky Captain, nurse
practitioner at the center, to focus each meal on a lean pro-

tein and “two colors,” that is, vegetables and fruit. Sugars
and starches are no-nos.
“I feel a lot better,” Sullivan says. The body aches she
feared might be the onset of arthritis have gone as
For breal she often has scrambled eggs and a piece
of turkey bacon. Lunch might be a piece of chicken plus
tomatoes and cucumber
Sullivan also prepares for those “other” times.
“If 'm going out shopping, I pack some nuts in my purse
so I don’t stop and get a big pretzel,” she says.
In the afternoon at wmk, she chews bubble gum to avoid
snacking. And no more soda, which she used to enjoy daily.
Captain says the center has provided about 275 scans
since offering them to the public in July.
“People are sur p1 1sed to hear about the dltferent l\mds of

Eating nuts during
pregnancy may cut
baby’s allergy risk

By Mary MACVEAN

Los Angeles Times

regnant peanut lovers can celebrate, per-
haps with a PB&J snack: A study shows
an association between pregnant women
‘who ate the most peanuts and tree nuts
and children with a decreased risk of allergy.

‘Women had been advised to avoid peanuts and
tree nuts, as well as other highly allergic foods,
during pregnancy and until the child turned 3, as
a way to try to reduce the chances of an allergy.
But those recommendations were rescinded after
researchers found that the effort didn’t work.

The current study, from Boston Children’s
Hospital and published Dec. 30 in the Journal of
the American Medical Association Pediatrics,
found that women who ate nuts more than five
times a month had the lowest incidence of allergic
children.

“By linking maternal peanut consumption to
reduced allergy risk, we are providing new data to
support the hypothesis that early allergen expo-
sure increases tolerance and reduces risk of child-
hood food allergy,” Dr. Michael Young, lead author
of the study, said in a statement.

“Current guidelines recommend that mothers
should not restrict their diets during pregnancy,
but this recommendation remains a widely de-
bated topic among food allergy experts,” Dr. Ruchi
Gupta wrote in an opinion piece accompanying the
study. Further research is needed, Gupta wrote,
to determine why 1 in 13 U.S. children has a food
allergy of some kind.

Despite recommendations to avoid allergens,
more children were found to be allergic to nuts
and other foods, with the rate tripling from 1997 to
2007. Peanut allergies affect 1 percent to 3 percent
of people in most Western countries. In the U.S.,
it’s at 4 percent, the study said. The reasons are
not known.

“No one can say for sure if the avoidance recom-
mendation for peanuts was related to the rising
number of peanut allergies seen in the late 1990s
and early 2000s, but one thing is certain: It did not
stop the increase,” Young said.

The researchers looked at data from 8,205
children, whose parents were part of the Nurses
Study, a long-term health study. They found 140
cases of peanut or tree-nut allergy among the chil-
dren born from Jan. 1, 1990, to Dec. 31, 1994.

Animal studies have shown a protective effect
of maternal exposure to allergens in foods. The
human data, Young said, are not strong enough to
conclude a cause-and-effect relationship. He said
more research is needed.

Tree nuts are walnuts, almonds, pistachios,
cashews, pecans, hazelnuts, macadamia nuts and
Brazil nuts. Peanuts, Gupta noted, are a good
source of protein, and they provide folic acid,
which has the potential to prevent neural tube
defects.

The researchers said women who are them-
selves allergic should not eat peanuts or tree nuts.

Kirk McKoy, Los AnceLes Times/MCT

The recommendations to avoid peanuts and tree
nuts during preg y have been il

following a study thal found that women who ate
nuts more than five times a month had the lowest
incidence of allergic children.
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Making room for the unexpected, in more ways than one

By FRANK SHYONG
Los Angeles Times

have a confession to make.
Tam a 25-year-old living

with his mother, the walking

stereotype of a millennial.
Raised on unearned parental af-
firmation, equipped with elevated
self-esteem, we graduated from
college only to face the most dismal
economy since the Great Depres-
sion. One result, according to a 2012
Pew study, was that 36 percent of
the nation’s 18- to 31-year-olds were
bunking in their parents’ homes.

They call us basement kids and
nest dwellers.

It doesn’t always happen that way.

My millennial story began about
ayear and a half ago, when I landed
areporting job in Los Angeles. My
parents — back in Tennessee, where
I grew up — decided to buy a condo
in California. The plan was to have
me rent from them so the income,
plus any eventual sale proceeds,
could help them retire.

1 put up a quick but hopeless fight,
then steered them toward a property
in a decent neighborhood. I helped
oversee the renovations, arranged
for needed repairs and reveled in
being out on my own.

Four months later, I was hosting
my first Christmas. A few hours
after dinner, my parents dropped
the bomb: My mother’s job search
had ended in Los Angeles. She’d be
moving in with me.

Perhaps it was just a coincidence,
but I immediately fell ill. Bedridden
for a week, battling a 102-degree
fever, I tried to think of a way out.

I knew my parents needed help

with the loan payments, and I
couldn’t bring myself to move out
and leave my mom to navigate Los
Angeles alone. (A lifelong resident
of suburbs, she once had shown me

a parking
i ticket and
This past asked if she
February, needed to
pay it.)
my mOt.her This past
moved in. February,
«.. For the ﬂz;:gtil;er
PaSt year, my e share a
independence place next
has b door toa
. S . e.en pair of gos-
in dignified pel singers
real and within
retreat. earshot of
a weekly

mariachi dance party.

For the past year, my indepen-
dence has been in dignified retreat.

First I took down some decorative
paper lanterns, because apparently
they trigger Taiwanese superstitions
about death. Then I turned to using
the air conditioning only in secret,
fearing my mother’s reaction to
the energy bill. I started tiptoeing
around the creaky parts of the stairs
at night.

Eventually, when I could no longer
find anything in the cupboards, I
gave up control of the kitchen en-
tirely. Our dishwasher was convert-
ed into a dish rack. Avocados once
left out to ripen now are mercilessly
refrigerated. I miss guacamole.

Living with my mother, of course,
also means listening to her opinions.
She doesn’t like that I work long
hours, and I have become well-

versed in the seemingly vast array
of better-paying careers that I could
have. I'm also intimately familiar
with the careers of her friends’
children, at least those with jobs at
Apple or Google.

But there are benefits to the ar-
rangement — even beyond having
my laundry done and my meals
prepared. My mother is a positive
presence in my life, and I try to be
the same for her.

When there’s friction at the
hospital where she works, I help
her rehearse English phrases that
convey professionalism and demand
respect. She reads Chinese newspa-
pers, suggests articles for my beat,
and tells me stories about our distant
family in Taiwan.

Our living situation is the byprod-
uct of sweeping economic change.
My parents’ retirement savings
were erased by the stock market
nosedive. Job stability has been elu-
sive for more than the millennials.

I have come to view college
graduates moving home with their
families — or the other way around
— as an economic alliance, not a
narrative of generational failure.
This is the modern version of cir-
cling the wagons against danger and
uncertainty. And it brings far-flung
families closer.

My dad recently lost his job in
Tennessee and is applying for posi-
tions in Los Angeles. Later this year
he’s planning to move in with us.

Our two-bedroom condo is not es-
pecially large, and living habits are
sure to collide. But we’ll move some
things around. That’s what a family
does, even a millennial’s.

SPOUSE CALLS

Family memories
are frozen in time

v son dragged his empty suitcase, thunk,

thunk, thunk, down the stairs to his room

to pack up his things, as I turned off the

Christmas tree lights on our family’s last
evening together.

The next day would be filled with two trips to the
airport, with one child flying back to Texas to resume
graduate school and another back to her college in
California. I said my good nights and reluctantly set my
alarm for an early wake-up.

The next morning was gray. Traffic was heavy, and
a steady rain eroded the blanket of
snow that decorated our last holiday
week. We approached the airport,
and I saw the “Departures” sign. I
hate departures. I wanted to veer
toward “Arrivals,” as if I could turn
back time to the beginning of our
visit as easily as turning the steering
wheel.

The night before this dreary
departure morning, the five of us
walked down snowy streets to have
dinner at a neighborhood restaurant.

“That was a good time with the
kids,” my husband said later. “I was
thinking while we were sitting there, that I wish we
could freeze those moments.” I was thinking the same
thing.

Several inches of snow and sub-zero temperatures al-
most made us feel frozen in time the previous week. Our
neighborhood near Scott AFB, Ill., was part of the wide
swath of the country caught in the polar vortex of wintry
weather just after Christmas. Classes were canceled an
extra week for our son who’s in high school, and even
the base was on limited hours and personnel due to bad
roads.

‘We were given more time than we expected just to be
together while the snow piled up outside our windows,
thankful for a warm house and a well-stocked pantry.
‘We made pots of chili, soup and apple cider and caught
up on our favorite mystery series. We had a treasure
hunt, a snowball fight and tried curling on the snow-
covered street with an improvised curling stone made
of ice.

Like most families, over the years we’ve had many
moments we would have frozen if we could: an after-
noon of sledding, a game of cards by the fire, or a simple
conversation in a coffee shop. Of course, we can’t, so we
preserve those moments in memory. They’re not frozen,
so they evolve with each retelling. The snow gets deeper,
the jokes funnier, winning scores higher. Disagreements
seem less important, and irritations become laughable.

No matter how cold it gets, we can’t freeze our time
together. Departure day is simply part of the price we
pay for making more memories with our family, and it’s
worth it.

Irarely cry at the airport, though this year I came
close. Military moms have had some practice keep-
ing it together at the departure gate, staying strong to
reassure our children that all will be well, that we are
strong enough to endure. We’ve been through so many
farewells: deployments, moves, sending kids to college
across the country or an ocean. Maybe shedding tears
in the moment is the healthier alternative, but I usually
save mine for later.

Perhaps at this stage of my children’s lives, I don’t
cry because I don’t want them to feel guilty for leaving,
for happily returning to the lives they’ve created, to the
friends they’ve made, to their own new worlds. That’s no
occasion for tears.

I stayed to watch my daughter going through the
familiar motions of airport security, showing ID, putting
her things in gray plastic bins and onto the conveyor.

I felt sad, and yet proud of this small symbol of her
independence and capability. She didn’t know I was still
watching, so she didn’t turn for one more wave.

“I know it was a longer visit this year,” I said to my
oldest son, giving him one last hug as we said goodbye.
“For me, it never seems long enough.”

It’s true, but I also know these children are now adults
and that they are forging their own paths. That’s the
success I want for them, not the deep freeze but a life-
time of memories still to be made.

Terri Barnes

Terri Barnes writes Spouse Calls weekly for Stars and Stripes.
Contact her at spousecalls@stripes.com or at stripes.com/
go/spousecalls.
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IT’S ONLY “A” GAME By ANDREW CHAIKIN/ Edited by Will Shortz

ACROSS

1 Last name in Scotch

6 Stream

10 Bloke

14 Like blokes

18 Napoleon, e.g., twice

19 Steakhouse order

20 Test subject

22 Grand-slam drama
that stars Bacall’s
man

24 Half an Xmas
“Halls” chant

25 1976 horror hit, with
“The”

26 Point value of an A
in Scrabble

27 Little to no

29 Heavily favored

30 All-inclusive

32 Beat poet Cassady
and others

33 Captain Hook’s
right hand

34 69-Across, e.g.

37 Scrams

38 Astral saga that has
a Darth part

42 Cutting edge

43 Gulager of TV's
“The Virginian”

44 French Oscar

46 Bit of Google
programming

47 Staple of a waiting
room

48 Work on the roof.
say

50 “Movin' __" (TV
theme song)

52 One of die Planeten

53 Kitty, e.g.

54 Count __

55 “__ Anything”
(“Oliver!” song)

56 “The Witches”
writer

57 King Arthur of
tennis

59 Kris __ (music
duo)

61 Like classical
poetry

63 Fab “backward-
gram” a la “Sam,
aha! Bahamas!”

67 Burger topper
68 Segway inventor
Dean __

69 Apple product

70 Bird’s gullet

71 Chip on one
shoulder, say

73 Kowtowers

75 Pilates targets

78 Take on

79 Poses

80 Stone figures?

81 Equal to the task

82 Objective

83 Louis Armstrong, to
friends

85 Two-time U.S. Open
champ

86 Houston’s old
__ Field

87 Black cat that
packs grass and
chants “Jah”

91 Prefix with -hedron

GUNSTON STREET

93 Best-selling novelist
Susan

94 Great Basin
natives

95 An op-ed has one

96 Air apparent?

97 Worships

100 “Common Sense”
pamphletcer

101 Valedictorian’s
pride, for short

102 Bygone Bombay
bigwig

106 Landmark vassal
law act

108 Warm mask/cap
amalgams

111 Burning desire

112 Puts away

113 Friends, in
Firenze

114 Big name in
faucets

115 Depict

116 Swarm

117 Where Sharp
Electronics is
based

DOWN

1 Chrysler Building
style, informally

2 Physical, e.g

3 Smart-alecky

4 “MFARSHH” star

5 One in a gray suit

6 Modernist Kafka

7 A bridge might have
one

8 “The Lord of the
Rings” villain

9 “Pop” goer

10 Online gaming
guilds

11 Gatekeeper
12 Lawyers’ org.

14 Tilex target

15 Latin 101 verb

16 Score creator
Schifrin

17 Style

21 Subject of the

documentary “An
Unreasonable
Man™

23 Spoils

24 Two-faced

28 Haphazard

31 Gift shop buy

32 Signatan
intersection

33 Apple product,
perhaps

34 Recipe amt

35 Skin soother

36 Gala that saw
“Black Swan,”
“Avatar” and
“Ab Fab” attract

claps
37 Bar glass that's
half Bass, half

dark malt

38 Lama’s art that
can’t last

39 “Shazam!”

40 Noted political
maiden name

41 Designer
McCartney

43 Comedian Margaret

45 hear”

48 Something woeful

49 Ttem of atire for

cross

51 Squa

e meals that

are round

HeY LooK WHoSE WIFE | | ANOTHER RoUND

52 Minneapolis suburb

54 Jackie of “Shanghai 74 Word repeated in

Noon™ the “Superman”
58 Maine senator after intro

Mitchell 76 Alliance
60 Striped Girl Scout 77 Meaning: Fr.

cookie 81 Flashback and
62 Knocks halfbacks

63 Zodiac symbol
64 Pier place

65 Adams and Alcott
66 Most handy

84 Eyelashes

86 That, in Tijuana

88 Source of
excitement

LET Me oUT?... I'M HERE

BecausSE SHE

WON'T LET Me
|

[

“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. E-mail him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com, and visit gunstonstreet.com.

72 70s self-help course

89 TV/movie group
associated with

s puzzle’s

90 Agave drink

92 In the slightest

93 Apple product

95 The Adversary

96 Jerk

97 Day-and-night, in
away

98 Belafonte hit

99 Dungeons &
Dragons figure

100 Strait-laced

101 Elation

103 Reebok
alternative

104 Hike, with “up™

105 The East

107 It goes before E
except after C

109 Whiz

110 Vientiane native

RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE

T|wla|=|-|w
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= =
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Logan and Cabill uncover a plot far

more i

7.

than drug trafficking

the cartel has discovered a GPS hack with
the power to debilitate the United States

by

e

it possible to ipule
everything from traffic signals and
banking wire transfers to cruise missiles.

WIN YOUR SIGNED COPY!

Stripes Book Club and Dutton, a member of Penguin Group (USA) Inc.,
are proud to offer you a chance to win one of 10 signed copies of
Brad Taylor’s The Polaris Protocol.

Go to stripesrewards.com/bookclub to enter and win.

Pemgia Gop (USA]

DUTTON
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Pantsless man attempts
to board school bus
O CRESWELL — Oregon
State Police said a man
rammed a Creswell school bus
to force it to stop on Interstate 5
in Lane County then took off his
pants and tried to board.

There were no children on the
bus at the time Tuesday after-
noon, and the driver kept the door
closed.

As troopers and deputies ar-
rived, the man got back in his car
and tried to drive away. The car
had two flat tires and crashed
into a pond.

Troopers arrested the 38-
year-old Bothell, Wash., man and
jailed him on charges that include
drunken driving, hit-and-run and
being a felon in possession of a
firearm.

Plymouth Rock graffiti
is quickly cleaned up
MA PLYMOUTH — Van-
dals have struck Plym-
outh Rock, but the spray-painted
mess was quickly cleaned up.

Someone spray-painted the
word “LIES” on the chunk of
rock earlier this week. Plymouth
Rock is engraved with “1620” to
mark the Pilgrims’ arrival in the
New World.

The vandals also defaced the
granite walls of the landmark’s
sunken enclosure with an ob-
scene figure, the phrase “For a
drug filled world” and the letter
Ainside a circle similar to the an-
archist symbol.

A worker for the state De-
partment of Conservation and
Recreation removed the graffiti
Tuesday morning. There was no
word on arrests.

Man gets hefty fine for
trophy buck poaching
WY RIVERTON — A judge

ordered a Riverton man
to pay a hefty fine for poaching an
18-point buck deer.

Investigators said Joseph A.
Holdren, 28, didn’t have a gen-
eral deer license when he shot the
deer near the North Fork of the
Popo Agie River in October.

Holdren pleaded guilty in
circuit court last month. Judge
Robert Denhardt ordered him to
pay $7,500 in fines and $4,000 in
restitution.

The Riverton Ranger reported
the judge also revoked Holdren’s
hunting privileges for 10 years
and ordered him to turn over the
.223-caliber AR-15-style rifle he
used to kill the deer.

Authorities said Holdren left
the meat to waste. They will try
to make some kind of public use
of the head, which had nontypi-
cal antlers measuring 31.5 inches
across.

Woman gets 1 year for
hitting Wal-mart worker

BATAVIA — A 28-year-
old woman has been
given a court-ordered one-year
sentence for punching a 70-year-
old cashier at a western New
York Wal-Mart on Christmas Eve

2011.
The Daily News of Batavia re-

Foggy Philly

Runners take in the view from the top of the steps of the Philadelphia Museum of Art on a foggy Wednesday in Philadelphia.

ported Jacquetta Simmons was
resentenced Monday after a state
appeals court earlier this month
ruled that her original five-year
state prison sentence was too
harsh. She’ll serve a one-year
term in a county jail with credit
for time already served.
Simmons was convicted in Au-
gust 2012 of assault for punching
Wal-Mart cashier Grace Suozzi
after she asked to see a receipt
for merchandise Simmons was
carrying out of the Batavia store
on the morning of Dec. 24, 2011.
Police said the punch knocked the
cashier to the ground and caused
fractures to the side of her face.

YouTube posting of pot
plants leads to arrest
c CLINTON — A Con-
necticut man faces drug
charges after police say he posted
a YouTube video of himself giving
a tour of his marijuana “garden.”

Police in the shoreline town of
Clinton arrested William Brad-
ley, 46, on Monday following a
six-month investigation.

In the video, a man identify-
ing himself as Bradley welcomes
people to his garden and says he’s
growing marijuana because he
has terminal cancer. He also so-
licits donations, saying he wants
to give away marijuana to people
who need it for medical reasons.

Police say they seized more
than 2 pounds of marijuana and

other drugs Monday from a stor-
age unit he used. Bradley was
charged with drug crimes and
detained on $5,000 bail.

State police probe
milk tanker spill
NEW PARIS — State

P police have been inves-
tigating a tanker truck crash that
spilled about 6,000 gallons of raw
milk onto privately owned marsh
and meadowlands in southwest-
ern Pennsylvania.

Troopers from the Bedford
barracks said the crash happened
Saturday in East St. Clair Town-
ship, about 70 miles southeast of
Pittsburgh, near New Paris.

Although milk isn’t a hazardous
material, it can Kill fish and other
aquatic life if it reaches a water-
way in high concentrations.

Bedford County emergency
management director David Cub-
bison said crews worked for hours
to contain the spill, while Penelec
workers were called to fix power
lines downed by the crash.

Chicken farm closes 2nd
time after roach cleanup
c LIVINGSTON — A Cali-

fornia chicken farm that
reopened over the weekend after
it was shut because of a cockroach
infestation said it’s “voluntarily

and temporarily” suspending op-
erations again.

Foster Farms said Sunday it
was closing the plant in Livings-
ton for several days so it can prop-
erly implement new food safety
measures. The company said in
a statement that it is “exercising
vigilance” and dedicating addi-
tional time to ensure its preventa-
tive plan is realized.

Work had resumed Saturday
after Foster Farms announced
that it met the demands of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
by performing a thorough clean-
up and treatment of the plant.

The plant closed Jan. 8 when
inspectors found the cockroach-
es on five separate occasions in
various parts of the plant over
four months. That closure came
three months after inspectors
threatened a shutdown because
of salmonella problems at the
Livingston plant and two Foster
Farms sites in Fresno.

Police officers allege
bias in reassignments

AUSTIN — More than a

dozen Austin police of-
ficers have filed complaints with
the state alleging racial and age
discrimination in the wake of
staff reassignments.

MatT ROURKE/AP

reassigned 19 supervisors and of-
ficers who were part of a promi-
nent organized crime division.
They were transferred from cov-
eted positions to jobs that include
night patrol shifts.

Thirteen of the officers filed
complaints with the commission.
Nearly all of them are black or
Hispanic officers in their S0s.

Police officials have said the di-
vision needed a staffing overhaul,
and that such transfers are not
uncommon for specialized units
where burnout can be a problem.

Man is accused of
illegally feeding moose

ANCHORAGE — An

Anchorage man is ac-
cused of illegally feeding cabbage
to multiple moose on his prop-
erty, according to Alaska State
Troopers.

Troopers received a tip last
month that Samuel Becker, 67, had
been feeding moose. They said
they responded Jan. 4 and deter-
mined Becker had illegally fed the
animals the day of their visit.

Becker was issued a summons
to appear in court Feb. 3 to face
a misdemeanor charge of inten-
tionally feeding game, Troopers
Megan Peters said.

The Austin American-States-

The misd carries a

man reported the
submitted in recent weeks with
the Texas Workforce Commis-
sion are a required step before a
lawsuit can be filed.

The department last summer

maximum penalty of one year in
jail and a $10,000 fine, she said.
State prosecutors have not filed
charges.

From wire reports
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OPINION

No common cause in Common Core

By GeorGe F. WiLL

iewed from Washington, which
often is the last to learn about
important developments, opposi-
tion to the Common Core State
Standards Initiative still seems as small
as the biblical cloud that ariseth out of the
sea, no larger than a man’s hand. Soon,
however, this education policy will fill a
significant portion of the political sky.

The Common Core represents the ideas
of several national organizations (of gover-
nors and school officials) about what and
how children should learn. It is the thin
end of an enormous wedge. It is designed
to advance in primary and secondary edu-
cation the general progressive agenda of
centralization and uniformity.

Understandably, proponents of the Com-
mon Core want its nature and purpose to
remain as cloudy as possible for as long as
possible. Hence they say it is a “state-led,”
“voluntary” initiative to merely guide edu-
cation with “standards” that are neither
written nor approved nor mandated by
Washington, which would never, ever “pre-
scribe” a national curriculum. Proponents
talk warily when describing it because a
candid characterization would reveal yet
another Obama administration indiffer-
ence to legality.

The 1965 Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, the original federal intru-
sion into this state and local responsibility,
said “nothing in this act” shall authorize
any federal official to “mandate, direct, or
control” schools’ curriculums. The 1970
General Education Provisions Act stipu-
lates that “no provision of any applicable
program shall be construed to authorize
any” federal agency or official “to exercise
any direction, supervision, or control over
the curriculum, program of instruction”
or selection of “instructional materials by

any” school system.

The 1979 law creating the Department
of Education forbids it from exercising
“any direction, supervision, or control over
the curriculum” or “program of instruc-
tion” of any school system. The ESEA as
amended says no Education Department
funds “may be used ... to endorse, approve,
or sanction any curriculum designed to be
used in” grades K-12.

Nevertheless, what begins with mere
national standards must breed ineluctable
pressure to standardize educational con-
tent. Targets, metrics, guidelines and cur-
riculum models all induce conformity in
instructional materials.

Washington already is encouraging the
alignment of the GED, SAT and ACT tests
with the Common Core. By a feedback
loop, these tests will beget more curricu-
lum conformity. All of this will take a toll
on parental empowerment, and none of
this will escape the politicization of learn-
ing like that already rampant in higher
education.

Leave aside the abundant, fierce, often
learned and frequently convincing criti-
cisms of the writing, literature and math-
ematics standards. Even satisfactory
national standards must extinguish feder-
alism’s creativity: At any time, it is more
likely there will be half a dozen innovative
governors than one creative federal educa-
tion bureaucracy. And the mistakes made
by top-down federal reforms are continen-
tal mistakes.

The Obama administration has pur-
chased states’ obedience by partially con-
ditioning waivers from onerous federal
regulations (from No Child Left Behind)
and receipt of federal largess ($4.35 bil-
lion in Race to the Top money from the
2009 stimulus) on the states’ embrace of
the Common Core. Although 45 states and
the District of Columbia have struck this

bargain, most with little debate, some are
reconsidering and more will do so as op-
position mounts.

Many proponents seem to deem it be-
neath their dignity to engage opponents’
arguments, preferring to caricature oppo-
nents as political primitives and to dismiss
them with flippancies such as this from
Bill Gates: “It’s ludicrous to think that mul-
tiplication in Alabama and multiplication
in New York are really different.”

What is ludicrous is Common Core pro-
ponents disdaining concerns related to this
fact: Fifty years of increasing Washington
inputs into K-12 education has coincided
with disappointing cognitive outputs from
schools. Is it eccentric that it is imprudent
to apply to K-12 education the federal touch
that has given us HealthCare.gov?

The rise of opposition to the Common
Core illustrates three healthy aspects of
today’s politics. First, new communication
skills and technologies enable energized
minorities to force new topics onto the po-
litical agenda.

Second, this uprising of local commu-
nities against state capitals, the nation’s
capital and various muscular organiza-
tions (e.g., the Business Roundtable, the
Chamber of Commerce, teachers unions,
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation) dem-
onstrates that although the public agenda
is malleable, a sturdy portion of the public
is not.

Third, political dishonesty has swift,
radiating and condign consequences. Op-
position to the Common Core is surging
because Washington, hoping to mollify
opponents, is saying, in effect: “If you like
your local control of education, you can
keep it. Period.” To which a burgeoning
movement is responding: “No. Period.”

Will is a member of the Washington Post Writers
Group.

French not so

By Josnua KEATING
Slate

he old stereotype is that puritani-

cal American voters obsess about

their leaders’ sex lives while the

French can’t be bothered. Take,
for instance, the contrast between Bill
Clinton, whose extramarital affair domi-
nated American politics for years, and
Francois Mitterrand, who was somehow
able to spend most of the nights of his pres-
idency staying with a second family with-
out the press, public or political opposition
taking notice. (Both “widows” attended his
funeral)

But for a country that supposedly doesn’t
care about politicians’ sex lives, we seem to
hear an awful lot about French politicians’
sex lives. A policy address by deeply un-
popular President Francois Hollande this
week was overshadowed by tabloid reports
that he has been having an affair with ac-
tress Julie Gayet. First lady Valerie Treir-
weiler has been hospitalized for unclear
reasons.

Hollande was supposed to be Monsieur
Normal, an appealingly bland return to
sanity after the tabloid distractions of the
Nicolas Sarkozy years. But his messy per-
sonal life has been on display almost from
the beginning with his partner, Trierwei-
ler, carrying on a very public feud with
Hollande’s ex, former presidential candi-
date Segolene Royal.

It’s true that 77 percent of French voters
say the affair should be a personal matter
and 84 percent say it won’t change their
(very negative) opinion of Hollande. But

blase about leaders’ sex lives

AP

French p lect Francoi

kisses his companion, Valerie Trierweiler,
now hospitalized after news broke last
week that Hollande was having an affair,
in May 2012.

with all due respect to the French, I don’t
buy this for a second. The gossip magazine
Closer sold out the issue featuring photos
of Hollande pulling up to Gayet’s apart-
ment. The first question at this week’s
press conference, which was supposed to
be devoted to policy issues, from the head
of the Presidential Press Association, was
whether Trierweiler is still first lady. (Hol-

lande ducked it.)

It’s true that the mainstream media in
France was slow to jump on this until the
Closer photos forced the issue, but the
blogosphere has been buzzing about Hol-
land and Gayet for almost a year.

To be sure, the French aren’t quite
Americans yet. It’s almost impossible to
imagine the global-media-dominating
seismic Drudgequake that would result if
President Barack Obama were ever photo-
graphed being dropped off by motorcycle
at a Hollywood starlet’s apartment. The
U.S. hasn’t even elected an unmarried
president since James Buchanan, much
less one who has had relationships with
three different very famous women, none
of whom he has married.

In terms of the media’s attitude toward
what’s acceptable to cover about presi-
dents, things haven’t actually been this
way in the U.S. for that long. John F. Ken-
nedy and Franklin Roosevelt would find
today’s U.S. media about as uncomfortable
as Mitterrand. U.S. voters are fairly realis-
tic about this, with the majority saying that
greater scrutiny rather than falling morals
are the reason why there are more political
sex scandals today.

The French may never have been quite
as blasé about political sex as they like to
pretend, but a number of factors including
the Internet and the British and Ameri-
can tabloid media’s insatiable hunger for
French sex scandals are making it harder
for the mainstream French media to down-
play these stories or for French citizens to
act like they’re not interested.
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What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Gun control and states’ rights
e Paris (Tenn..
Post-Intelligencer

Didn’t we fight the Civil War over wheth-
er federal law prevails over states’ rights?

Now, conservative lawmakers in several
states are attempting to organize defiance
of certain federal laws, beginning with gun
control. Their idea is that if enough states
band together, they can overwhelm Uncle
Sam’s enforcement power.

A measure introduced last week in the
Missouri Legislature seeks to prevent
some federal gun control regulations from
being enforced. State law enforcement of-
ficers who attempt to enforce the federal
rules would be subject to civil and crimi-
nal penalties.

That body came within one vote of pass-
ing a similar measure last year. This year’s
proposal, The Associated Press reported,
delays the effective date of the rebellious
rules to give other states time to join the
cause.

Sounding for all the world like a Con-
federate organizer, one Missouri senator
said, “We continue to see the federal gov-
ernment overreach their rightful bounds,
and if we can create a situation where we
have some unity among states, then I think
it puts us in a better position to make that
argument.”

Courts have consistently ruled that
states do not have the power to nullify fed-
eral laws, but that doesn’t keep the restless
from trying.

Last year, for example, a federal appeals
court struck down a 2009 Montana law
that would bar federal regulation of guns
that are made in that state and which re-
main within its borders.

Open defiance is not the right path. The
proper arena for this struggle is neither
Fort Sumter nor the Supreme Court, but
Congress. Obviously, many Americans
sympathize with the objection to gun
control laws, so let their elected repre-
sentatives sort this out, using the proce-
dure spelled out in the U.S. Constitution.

More to the Haiti story
The Miami Herald

Four long and painful years after a cata-
clysmic earthquake leveled Port-au-Prince
and much of Haiti, the country is emerging
from the depths of the disaster. Rebuilding
is replacing recovery. A measure of order
is replacing the chaos of the early years.

Most of the rubble is gone. Where once
the capital’s streets and surrounding areas
housed 1,500 makeshift camps for about 1.5
million refugees, the numbers were down
considerably near year’s end: 175,000 re-
mained in 306 camps. Ten new hurricane
shelters are being built, the country boasts
180-plus miles of newly paved roads, there
are 46 new health centers and seven new
hospitals. And so on.

This is progress, but hold the applause.
The numbers don't tell the full story.

Too much time has been wasted in re-
criminations among the government of
President Michel Martelly, donor nations
and the international aid groups that re-
ceive much of the money directly. Politi-
cal disarray has blocked elections. Tens
of thousands were forcibly evicted from
camps, with no safe place to go, and many
more face the same prospect in 2014.

Billions of dollars in promised aid re-
main undisbursed, and international in-
vestment has been slow to arrive because
of a lack of confidence in the government.

AP

Iran’s heavy water nuclear facility near the central city of Arak is shown in January 2011. Iran and the five permanent members of
the U.N. Security Council plus Germany have agreed to start implementing the terms of an interim deal over the Islamic Republic’s

contested nuclear program.

Nearly 700,000 suspected cases of cholera
have been detected, some 8,500 victims
have died and the epidemic still rages.

Progress has come in fits and starts. The
government is not all-powerful. Martelly
and Prime Minister Laurent Lamothe can-
not wave a magic wand and resolve all the
issues blocking the pace of recovery, but
they are not helpless, either.

If Lamothe wants the international com-
munity to “trust us, give us the benefit of
the doubt” — as he told Miami Herald re-
porter Jacqueline Charles in an interview
— when it comes to receiving and disburs-
ing aid funds, he must work harder to gain
that trust by improving the transparency
of his government.

The failure to hold elections has done
much to tarnish Haiti’s political class and
undermine confidence in the government.
The voting has been delayed for more than
two years, which is simply unacceptable.

On this fourth anniversary of the earth-
quake, the Obama administration could
take no better action to demonstrate its
avowed concern for Haiti than to make
good on its promise.

Polio remains a threat
The New York Times

It has been three years since the last new
case of polio was reported in India. The
country can now be declared polio-free.

India’s victory is an important milestone
in the global effort to eliminate polio. In
2013, just 250 people were paralyzed by
polio.

But the viral disease remains a threat.
The World Health Organization reported
359 new polio cases as of Dec. 10, 2013, up
from 213 in December 2012. And the num-
ber of countries where polio is present rose
to eight from four between December 2012
and December 2013, with polio spread-
ing out of Nigeria into the Horn of Africa
and from Pakistan into the Middle East.
Violent conflict and distrust of vaccination
programs are to blame.

Cases of polio in Pakistan, where skep-
ticism of vaccination efforts remains after
the revelation that the United States Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency used a fake vac-
cination program in its hunt for Osama bin
Laden, rose to 85 in 2013 from 58 in 2012.
The WHO also reported 17 confirmed
cases and 60 suspected cases of polio in
2013 in and along the borders of war-torn
Syria, a country that had been free of polio
for 14 years.

With eradication of polio so close, these
nations need to redouble efforts to combat
the disease. India can play a vital role. It

has welcomed experts from polio-affected
countries and has sent medical officers to
Nigeria to help with eradication initiatives
there.

Pakistan is also enhancing its efforts.
It has raised the salaries of vaccinators,
created police and army escorts to en-
sure their safety and enlisted mullahs and
imams to calm fears that vaccination is a
Western plot.

In the most violent polio-affected areas,
warring factions and rebel groups must be
persuaded to embrace Unicef’s strategy
where they agree to cease hostilities long
enough for health workers to reach vul-
nerable populations. India’s technical and
logistical success and Pakistan’s efforts to
enlist trusted local leaders are important
examples to follow.

All of those tactics will be necessary
to eradicate polio in 2014 and to ensure
that by 2018 this terrible virus is gone for
good.

Important step on Iran’s nukes
The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Negotiations on Iran’s nuclear program
and the international economic sanctions
against it took another step forward Sun-
day as the two sides reached agreement on
a starter deal.

The United States has three negotiations
going, all related to the Middle East. Those
are the Israeli-Palestinian talks, the Syr-
ian peace talks set to begin in Switzerland
Jan. 22 and the Iran discussions.

The agreement reached in Geneva, with
Secretary of State John Kerry leading the
U.S. delegation, contains a complex series
of measures, but the basic thrust is that
Iran will freeze its nuclear program and
accept extensive inspections by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency while the
other countries involved take steps to ease
the economic pressures on Iran.

All of it is subject to reversal and all of it
is temporary, with the truly difficult nego-
tiations still ahead. At the same time, the
accord that has been reached is an impor-
tant step in reducing Iran’s nuclear threat
to Israel and its Middle Eastern neighbors.
On the other side, it eases up on the puni-
tive actions the United States and other
Western countries have imposed on Iran’s
leaders and its 80 million people.

Opposition to the agreement exists in
both the United States and Iran from hard-
liners. In Washington they are influenced
by part of the lobby for Israel, which op-
poses any measure it considers to be a
concession to Iran, even if it involves plac-
ing strict limits on that country’s nuclear
program. In Iran, opposition comes from

the element in its politics that still seeks to
promote hatred of America.

Fortunately, discouraging Congress
from hamstringing Kerry’s negotiations
by putting new sanctions on Iran is the
presence of the world’s major powers with
the United States on the international side
of the table: China, France, Germany, Rus-
sia and the United Kingdom.

This is a positive development for peace
in the Middle East, as well as an opening
in U.S.-Iranian relations, which have been
frozen since 1979. It was welcomed sig-
nificantly in an interview with Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid al-Maktoum, prime
minister of the United Arab Emirates, a
Sunni Muslim state and an American ally.
Everyone else should see it as good news,
t00.

Anti-abortion cycle renewed
The Arizona Republic

After 41 years of court challenges to Roe
vs. Wade, American abortion law is becom-
ing a dense thicket of case law that makes
tea-leaf reading difficult when jurists de-
cline to explain their decisions.

That is what happened on Monday when
the U.S. Supreme Court decided not to hear
a case involving an Arizona law limiting
when a woman could seek an abortion.

Last May, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals overturned a federal judge’s rul-
ing that Arizona’s 2012 law House Bill
2036 was constitutional.

In its decision, the appeals court panel
noted that “controlling Supreme Court
precedent” forbids states from denying
women the right to an abortion “at any
point prior to viability.”

Viability — the ability to survive outside
the womb — is generally considered to
occur at 22 to 24 weeks, not at 20 weeks.

The appeals-court decision affects only
Arizona, however.

At least nine other states have laws that
ban abortions at 20 weeks, and those laws
will remain in effect. If that seems confus-
ing, it should.

It may be that Arizona’s law pushed the
viability envelope a bit too far. The law is
structured so that, in practice, it could af-
fect pregnancies that are only 18 weeks
along.

Regardless, we know what the outcome
of this nondecision by the high court will
be: The process will begin anew.

Advocates who oppose abortion already
have declared their intent to bring a new
proposal to the Legislature, where it’s like-
ly to pass.

Then, it is off to the courts once again.
Lawyers need not fear unemployment.
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SHARPLY.

A MoRE
HoRRIFYING
CONCEPT of BELL

COCONIC, LOM/ NONLEQUTSR.

P OEPT T L1921

o

M
EXPERIMENTING
w \THAMETHM

SouRcE

UM Y07 FUNDING | YoU  SoND Like
A DA RAT - THE TIRST

CANDLES

MIT? YO

s ,:,,U iy nore

ALEX WENT
THERE.

T TURNEY POWN YOUR
MOTHER S MARRIAGE
PROPOSAL, JOE.

IT JUST SEEMS
IMPOSSIBLE TO
MAINTAIN THIS

LONG-TERM.

WHAT'S YOUR ANP
JANIE'S SECRET?

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

48
53 54 55
56 57 =
ACROSS 58 Conger or moray 26 Moines lead-in

1 “NCIS” network 28 Right angle

4 Astronaut Grissom  DOWN 30 Green org.

7 Oyster's gift 1 Sing like Bing 31 Pump up the volume
12 Knock 2 Wilkes- —, Pa. 32 Ball-bearing item
13 Gerilla 3 Binge 33 Noshed
14 Palin book, 4 Shapely legs 36 Stuff like that

“Going —" 5 Tips over 37 Check payee, at
15 Bobby of hockey 6 Attack times

lore . 7 ltem on stage 40 Hil
16 E:gs::per 8 A billion years 42 Match
19 Pry 10 Mojito ingredient 45 Grancacale :
20 Requisite 11 Tommy —Jones < 1 one s

17 Wander espot

22 "CSI" evicence 21 “Like a Rolling 48 Witticism
23 Start a garden Stone” singer 49 Outback bird

27 "Of course” 23 Bearcat maker 50 Erstwhile M&Ms

29 Courage 24 List-ending abbr. color

31 In any way 25 Wapiti 51 Singer DiFranco

34 15-Across’ disks

35 Gold, silver and Answer to Previous Puzzle
bronze

37 Cudgel A|D|Z B|E|E|F S|L|E[D

38 Hammernead part L|E|O U[V[E|A H|A|R|E

39 Work with F|O|O|T|(B|A|L|L A[R|I[A

41 Wild and crazy -T V] sILIAINIDIE[R

45 Brilliance Hluls|T S N

47 Sticky stuff Elvlu oIRIDIS

48 Bad writers mix AlBlT]T NIO[A[R
them

52 Scepter LIO|T $ ? '-L( g

53 Muscat native

54 Shell game item DIE|C|O B-

55 Compass dir. O|V|E|R E|G|S

56 Roman garment R{I|D|E E[N|E

57 Blunder P|L|E|D R|U|E
1-17 CRYPTOQUIP

B 1 UQK LN-GUOP NI “ZNIJK
GUNPC?” B G QOJBDX O D
KRNUBNDOZ NSUHSPGU, QK
RBXQU HK LPCBD’ N'DKOZ.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I'VE HEARD THAT
COMPANIES ARE ADDING AROMAS TO CERTAIN
DEVICES AND CALLING THEM “SMELLPHONES.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B cquals T
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Frazz

Pearls Before Swine Dilbert

Doonesbury Get Fuzzy Candorville Non Sequitur

Fort Knox

NO, TO MY KNOWLEDGE
HE WAGN'T A SKIER .
NOT NOTRBLY.

THEN WHY WOULD THEeY PUT
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
ON ONE. OF THE BIGGEST
SK\ WEEKENDS

OF THE YEAR?

THEY PUT CHRISTMAS
JUST BEFORE THE BAGGEST
S¥Y WEEK OF THE YEAR

AND | DON'T THINK
ARYBODY WNNOWED

WITH TRAY DID A

10T OF SKUNG

o
YOURE § YOU HAVE NO % ™
MENTALLY E] AMBITION, NO PRIDE, £| ALSO THE ":lr%(gl_ri
WEAK. ? AND NO SELF-RESPECT. % P‘;ﬁz’gﬁ%}; %ﬁt&'l;gg
2 £] THIS ROOM. d
K g - E/k‘g}? § ‘\ ( Q}\a
8 2 /

oH, CREAT...
ALL BURNT To
A CRISP hoAIN.

WAHK

HEY! HOWD /1€
gi-,ﬁ &zg AGAINST

YOU!
B80soM.

The NOPIRITION
for ARTIRS

ROOND ThBLE

GOCONTA,LOMONSEITR

I P SEP BT i 0T

HELLO, CREPITOR, YOUVE
REACHED THE HOME OF
LEMONT BROWN AFTER 5FPM.

A

I8 CASE YOU DIDN'T NOTICE, |
RETYPED THE FINE PRINT IN
THE CREDIT APPLICATION YOU
APPROVED. | CHANGED IT TO

COMPANY AGREES TO PAY MR.

BROWN TWICE THE AMOUNT OF

AT THE S0UND OF THE

BEEP, LET ME KNOW
WHERE TO SEND THE BILL.

A

geep
A

cuck!

MOU'RE JUST

IT LOOKS LIKE

THROWING A
BLENDER INTO
A BOX.

DO WE REALLY WANT TO
DRIVE SAM AROUND TO.

LOCK. 2
NEVER GET INTO:

L Have
BEING ACCEFTED.
N

SHE THINKS THAT
CAUSE ALEX WENT
SHE . NO TROUBLE

JUST BE-
70 MIT,

HERSELF!

E

SCRRY TO KEAR

T'M NOT MARRYING THANKS, HONEY...
THE GENERAL, WESLEY. IPBELYINGIF T
SAIP T PIPN'T HURT.

WHAT WOULP MA

I

BUT PO YOU KNOW
A ME FEEL BETTER?

KE

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

38

75 76 a7

48 49 50

51 52 53

ACROSS 53 “Guinness Book” 24 Serenade the moon
1 Credo suffix 25 Indivisible

4 Low singer

8 Viper's weapon

12 Coloring agent

13 Greatly

14 Medley

15 Navy newbie
(Abbr.)

16 Old ltalian bread

17 Paella ingredient

18 Hester Prynne’s
symbol

21 Longing

22 Jay's follower

23 WWII sub

Fave

Mandible

30 Jazz flutist Herbie

31 Onin years

Flaky dough (Var.)

33 Sailor's assent

Holly’s partner

35 Star's bit part

Dogfight

participant

37 Arctic diver

38 Nacre

45 Shrek, e.g.

46 Wield scissors

47 Prompt

48 Urgent request

49 Farm fraction

50 Coop denizen

51 Progeny

52 Garden intruder

DOWN

Midmenth date

Harmonization

Arizona city

Bolshoi

performance

Extraterrestrial

Categorize

Pursued obsessively

Two score

Settled down

10 Pleasant

11 No stay-at-home

19 Reynolds or
Gosling

20 Chow down

23 Ms. Thurman

-

Hwn

0w NG

26 Thickness

27 Cramer of CNBC

28 Pub order

29 Court

31 Supervised

32 Phony

34 Kind of cube

35 Like beggars'
hands

36 Winning

37 Blazing

38 Broom closet items

39 Give the eye

40 Genealogy chart

41 Never again?

42 Analgesic target

43 Wishes otherwise

44 Fast time

Answer to Previous Puzzle

E|A|R|L
PENE
R
0
A
o™
B
U[S|E
ClL|A
M nlo[R
O P|E
T E|R

1-18

FBZF

B Q

WQCCVK’'R

YR QR
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip:
“LOVE STORY™

CRYPTOQUIP

QNQDE KVDU MZRRIJPA WDVO

NQDE BVPQRF ZPU ZHHYDZFQ.

OVYFB

FDYFB-MZRF .

IF THE CO-STAR OF

IS HAVING AN EMOTIONAL

OUTBURST, HE MIGHT BE CRYIN’ O’NEAL.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: B equals H

JR
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Introduce your friends or family members
and SAVE!

Introduction Cashback Campaign

When a SoftBank user introduces a friend or family member
who sign up for a new SoftBank subscription,

Receive 12,000 yen CASHBACK!

[Image]
@ Introduce a friend or family member ) Choose who will receive benefit
Smartphone! Introduce
user smartphone
‘ \‘l \'l
SoftBank user Friend or family SoftBank user Friend or family Divide benefit in half
(Introducer) who is introduced (Introducer) | whois introduced

*SoftBank smartphone user who signed up by 18 Dec. 2013.

[Benefit] Choose one of below.

12,000en Soniyiit @ poms 15,000pt.

(1,000yen < 12 months) (1,250pt. X 12 months)

©Disney Mobile user can only choose 12,000yen discount.

[Beneficiary] Choose who will receive benefit.

w Introducer = Friend or family who is introduced = Divide benefit in half
©OWhen “Divide benefit in half” is chosen, benefit will be added to both accounts for 6 months. Both users need to choose the same benefit.

[Conditions]

= SoftBank existing user (including Disney Mobile) who purchased iPhone / smartphone and signed up by 18 Dec. 2013.

Introducer | » gypscribing White Plan, SIBasic Pack, and designated Flat-rare Packet Data Discount.

= Purchasing SoftBank iPhone / smartphone (including Disney Mobile) with a new subscription or
MNP (Swithorver from other carrier).

= Subscribing White Plan, S!Basic Pack, and designated Flat-rare Packet Data Discount.

Friend or family
who is introduced

Some restriction apply. Please ask SoftBank shop crew for more details.

— SoftBank
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ENTER FOR A CHANCE TO

WIN A ¥1500 Room

OF ASHLEY FURNITURE!

FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, INC.

HOMEWARD One of these rooms of furniture could be yours!

Our yearlong Homeward Bound celebration kicks off this

B O l | N D ) month with a spectacular furniture giveaway from Ashley

Furniture! Three lucky winners will receive their choice

. of furniture and accessories to create their very own
your heart is home...

luxurious living room, beautiful bedroom or delightful

dining room! Each room is an approximate $1,500 value.

Enter today!
www.facebook.com/AAFES.BX

Hurry! Furniture giveaway ends February

The EXCHANGE is proud to serve those who serve. To show our

appreciation to all returning troops, the EXCHANGE and our vendor o
partners are saying, “Thanks for your service and your family’s

sacrifice” with a host of spectacular events throughout 2014. 1 5 /o
Join the fun at the Exchange online community: 2 e ——
Facebook.com/AAFES.BX.PX 4 )
Click “LIKE” us and watch our numbers grow! o MHLEY
Plus, get up-to-the-minute news about:
- “Homeward Bound” monthly giveaways g \ : EURNITURE

- Weekly prizes "
+ Sales and seasonal specials ’ ]anual"y 10 thru

- “Bound for Savings” deals . February 6,2014

- “Welcome Home” events Also available online at shopmyexchange.com.
» And much, much more ¥ Use promo code: x4001Tashley
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Stripes T T
SERVICE DIRECTORY*

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market

Attorneys 178 | Transportation

VEHICLE

US & German Attarneys
SHIPPING SERVICES
Wills and Probate - Support Issues
FersonaliniA « International Shipping « Customs clearance
= Import & Export = All Risk Marine Insurance
< Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe) = Auto Insurance (Germany only)
Issues 3 = Door to door pick-up/delivery service
2 9‘3‘ 2069-0
ssanickelonline For Further Information Please Contact
GERMANY UNITED KINGDOM usA
Phone:  +49-6134-2592730 +44-117 9381919 +1-972-602-1670
EUROPE'S PREMIER Toll-free:  0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 0800-7839351 (UK unly) +1-800-264-8167 (US only)
E-Mail: i logistics.d info@carshi infoatgal.us
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM WEE: Rhtay e "h T
COURT & CARPENTER For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations
4 Over 45 years defending
Dental 902 _ | Financial Services 904

Heilbronner Strasse 150,
70191 Stuttgart, Germany

munity in Germany
lo on Base Referral Needed

Phone in Germany: 0711 490 04320
www.militarylawfirm.eu [ n L A Family Dentistry « Implant Surgery LOANS up to $1 0,000
é « American Hygienists « Certified Orthodontics
Dental 902 b ' « American Staff « Porcelain Bonding
«Wisdom Teeth Surgery « Nitrous Oxide for all Procedures

For Active Duty U.S. Military

istrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden-Erbenheim

Over 90% Non-Extraction Poststrasse 1, 66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach
www.ramsteindental.com
-. » 06371-406230

Call Toll Free

Germany: 0800 YES-LOAN
Italy/Belgium: 00800 YES-LOANS
Stateside: +1.931.802.6522

Wwww.yesomni.com

P2 ] :

Interglobal Shipping GmbH
Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada

Member Convenient Payment Plans Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings

American Association of Contact your Pro’s at the Docks todayll!

M TN VIPPING, AN

”e

0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447) “We love to say yes’
info@worldwide-ship.de
www.worldwide-ship.de

erglobalshipping.de,

Orthodontists No Referral Necessary = 5
interglobalshipping.de

Evening & Weekends
TriCare Provider

. n, DDS, MS (Orthod)
Univ of Maryland, Former USAF
All Treatment Fees in US $

06371-918911

www.dillonortho.com

TET: (04213407650 Faxd (0421) 3407
To|I£7é2 0800700063 1/

Sell Your Stuff!

Take the fuss out of packing up for your
everything with Stripes next PCS—sell

p '//&/ (2 4y - . P . free classifieds!
Ort r\‘ dontic y . : . STARS%:&@STR'PES

Stripes.com posts regular updates from our overseas military bases in
Europe, Pacific and the Mideast—and covers the Pentagon and Capitol Hill.

| STARS¥,#STRIPES.
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FREE AD Guidelines:

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.

+ Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information
No websites will be accepted in Free ads.

« Stars and Stripes reserves the right to
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads.

- - =

STARSH&STRIPES.

CLASSIFIED

Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast

PACIFIC

When you see this ﬁ

camera icon go to stripes.com
to view the uploaded photo.

ClassifiedsEUROPE..........

Civ:

Rate:

0631-3615-9013/0912 or DSN: 583-9013/9012

Announcements 040

Automotive 140

Automotive 140

SCAM
FADS

Classifieds scams can
target both sellers and
buyers with classifieds
advertisements

Be aware of the common
red flags.

Some of the latest Scam
fads are

W Vehicle buyers wanting to
buy sight unseen and have
the vehicle shipped
through an agent using
paypal.

W People saying Free Dog
(different breeds) for
adoption.

SELLER BEWARE

Individuals placing
classified advertising
should use discretion in
concluding the sale of their
property. Not all potential
buyers are reputable or
honest. Stars and Stripes
suggests that you take
precautions to ensure that
potential buyers are
reputable and will be able
to fulfll the terms of the
sale. Stars and Stripes is not
liable for the contractual
relationship between
sellers and buyers of
merchandise advertised in
the newspaper or on the
web site.

Eord Parts, Shelby OT 500,
£ your mustang wi
Salvaged 20 1S Shelby

% performiance
oot Saty B A A
shocks, springs and stabilizer,
complete exnast, 19 () and 20
(%} gnc jheels. Composit drive
RuBert il cive mailmill

o]

Autos for Sale
ermany 142

AUDL

500,00 German Specs, Auto-
matic uansm\ss\cn All

Drive, Hodled Teather Seats

Both” frong. andl rear

rain trm, Car alarm, yer

urnmer S cna” Shr

ms (onl¥ sed 3 mos).” AC

roon _chargo)._ Cat

e W Sarisch .

Greal, family car"and spacious
for_haulinglarge ‘items. Inside.

A6, QUATTRO, 1995

2

01622550236 or 01622565008

Autos for Sale
- Germany

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Ford, Escape, 2008 $10000.00
Excellent condition, 4WD, auto-

dings. ~85,0
New
fron brake pads % Sotors

ads. Ol
0 miles.

53100
vewmg and can

o ST
015115325827

“or “Guestions.

GTS, 2008
ars T
B Sty

i : thy Auﬂg
28500 mies G

bec. 403 1]
L8006 aeRo. arkies ke the
spoits car that it s, [OADED
heat, crlis:
tara feather, daal zone chmale
irol” I’ socond ownor, Al
semcev G, fand.  Tifle
Fonang, Brce nea Wil sell with
XS0 iter Hies & Whaels,
rubber mats, cargo bars, carge
Cover, extra’ Ow-40 MobilT syn
ol Tooking fo. sell QUICKL
Emall_preforred.Venicle
Stutigart,” SERIOUS | BUYERS
+4917632362538  fullbirdmusic
gmail.com

Borsche, Cayenne
gmsuc do Cayenne

Ford, Mustang GT_Premium,
2010'$19000.01 dl Sun
set. Goid color 250 ot
with 315 HP l; 325 Tq. Auto

eath

system, USB
Sl lutttoh mouils A Tog-
Tigns, ABS, Trac Conirl, Hous
coid " nlake looks and
s The o Only Saling 19
finance' another " motorcycle
KBB, gnva(e party” value _is
22,265 and I asking §19.000
ar” is ist " south of
Wianich, S Twling 5 gt &
make g deal. Thanks for looking
0160 84967

140 Auto - Quality P

s Shechemee Seadetooy @hotmall.com

Events [IL]]
Free Europe-wide delivery

FREE TOUR Capodimonte Ital- Jeep, Liberty Sport, 2006
ian Porcelain studio Exquisite BMW [¢7] sugbu .00 E‘ svecm ﬁfcgpd
craftsmanship _admired in_al . Jow, mileage, Black, Ve,
comers of " the world, now BMW, 316, 1996 $950.00 Com- B\ayev e enel-Gu 9, al
available for you to see, touch, pact Automatic Air Conditioner | S€ason tires 0611 705 7207
photograph, buy (credt cards v Al
accepted) and even learn how 49625852203 Wrangler _Sport,

to do it 1separa\s classes), This
tour_is FREE for US,

o their depend o
{15 Tequired). Making the. vii
list for Feb 1 at 10 AM. Duration

tour: ~1_hr - Location:
Napoli  (Cavizzano) _Children
over 12 yrs are welcome under

ontact@EasyFigure.com
3452250047

FREE TOUR to the oldest

[etola-Ducenta (Via
Caserta, Italy Dat
1600 (special
Duration s
newsletters and prizes at Email
MarketingBarbera-coffee.com
3452250047
The Knights of Columbus The
s Timothy J
#10292 will hold
a Basketball Free Throw
petition on 9 February 2014 at
the  Wiesbaden

ym
hours. Th
Doys and gits aged 10:14 years
ol is open to all IDcard

and
enjoy some _round-ball _funll!
joseph.e.cleboski civmail.mil

parts

* We ship 1o APDs
via LS. mail

« FREE catalog
inssyas

port
www.BavAute.com

for
\.I'nlen ne's
Day Presents
at Oconus.com!

Coupons and
Exclusive Offers
from over
600+

Jewelry, Flowers,

russelldennard@yahoo.com

BMW, 5361, 2011 $40000.00
pacé-grey melallc exterior with
lack Interior upgraded
loathor LB exracwimer anesls
and ‘iges. plus winfer accesso-
ries. Car andr winter accesso-
seg'can be sold sepprately and
are all' negotiable ' Very,
fice Ganl'A ust See. Test drive
avaigble, Some options nclude,
Heads ‘ip’ display. Upgraded
Leather, upgrade ealsy Pert
um_dnd cold weather' pack-
e ip camera and park:
ing_ assist, Heated seats and
steering _whecl
e ont Saler mamanca.
04407303
kristiannoe @ yahoo.com

MW, M3, 2011 $45000.00,
Sedan, S45K, excellent condi-
{ion, Competiton Package, DCT
Gluich, Metalic. Black. éxterir,
Beige 'L¢
owner,

parked, US Spec, set of summer
res, and rear winer tires. Wil

nkukona@gmail.com if you are
interested.

FIAT, PANDA, 2004 $3000.00
This car is alréady registered in
the USAREUR syster. It 1s i
excellgnt condiion inside and

Come rakes

i 140

come wih a new’ 2 vear | i
inspecion prior 0 sell. 475-9640
bmiw,_m5s200( Go.

Automotive 140

Winter Tires, Winter Tires, 2012
$850,00 Winter Tires for sale,
with_rims
Sanecrs Adaed. P over $soo
with VAT. Selling for $650. Uset
only Donthe, Like new.
0114
keuenammsv@yaheo.com

i

18 00 Tl

150000 Pamng i

cab pickup Ttk Motor (22
. Trans, hood.

"nterior. | bed;

i) 4 m
fonders.”cab. -
brakos” ABS, ‘averyiing s Tof
sale. Email me for parts list and
prcgs, stogalit-online.de Wies:

roger.m.stegall.civmai

Ford, Mustang GT Promum,
V8, 2007 10.00, Like New
Excellent Condiion, 'Black m
Silce, Automati, oriy S3Triles,
ardge Kopt duar expaust. new
res, ‘only $18700. OB must
rce eaolatle, Cal
ayme o 5730505 or
mat’ R giEsoperationsdyance

o]

$98B00,

0.00 356 hard fop, gower

windows and loct uise
Control, factory running boards,
SENch receir 2 drop tongu

wired” for traller_lights, - metai
brush guards o lights,

3 8 uto|
$18,900.00 OBO mszzgsmsz
Johnfouch@online.

Nissan, hgai, 2013
35358000 Gorman Spec St
far to US Model Nissan Rogue -
Perl White - Manual Transmis-
sion - Onboard Navigation Sys-
tem - Radio CD & USB Connect
link MP3 - Blue-Tooth Audio

Hoatod Soats - Rear bacicup
camera - Summer_and Winter
{ires included 0811 705 7207

Opel,

Astra, 1992 $1500.00,
ol

tires. Automatic
inspection on 10 Janu
lent car  with

9 9 1

0
schroe19k@yahoo.com

orsche, 911

Canvegable,
758 simoo 00

U, Ske
S ard

undprotecior

1 Gud 1S ositl reicoaion
015115285947
Jezek301@hotmall.com

Saturn, ION 2, 2007 $5300.00

Only 55000 iles. Recently

passed G

fnspection. n Ve ond

tion: runs very well, brakes o
mi

00

04915154

mike.boyd6sig@gmail.com
o)

BAV 4 20Togola, D-CAT 4xi
$14450.00 EI

Spec_Garaged,
Simuianeous ~IVE-CD  ohags
playor, ™ extinguisiiors. * Non
fmbig Sehide, el e

Zervico Mistory MOT- 05
R 3arvce eaa fong.05 &
137ABS “Alloy Wheels, 15 oen-

airbag, Elecin - windows,
A Sonditonin Climale

Conirol Tvawon control fmmo-
an-

Tran:
4 Cyinder, Blese Bl
jonathon.cureton@yahoo.com

Saturn, Aura, 2007 $8300.00
86.000"migs, One Owner ngn:
followmlg_'options: _atiomatic
transmission. traction

conversion
hefers? Fower driver &dp
gor séals, power ius(ab\e
pedals, " steerin dio

ontrol oo S0
s spltioning oA soats,

ang morel regisicred thiougli
Eebruary o il Anthony
Q1751142752 “anthony.m.torrs
s@gmail.cor

Toyota, FJ Cruiser, 2008
$38008100 V6 2781 NG isues,
heatd seats, fact rr diff lock,
PDC, rr hitch, fact 110v inv-

1008400w, indash 6-disc. AFE

g, it and
owAing Maon ool fop tent cide
awning’ molnt_(awhing  NOT
Judd), 1 door laddor r o
TSR Thn” fomote cor
leveling OME coil springs. Very
ofifoad capable & ready for lond
ferm ovefland & camp’ tips.
Price neg'with equipment. eagi
‘emaint0g4 @ hotmail.com

TOYOTA, Seinna XLE 2000
3995,00' “Price _ REDUCED.
ave 5400 KBB. Engine: 6-Cyi
300, “Automatic' Transmission,

ool Tl Wheel, Legiher Seats,
Power ' Steering, - Power Wi
dows'& Seat, Al EM Slereo 6

CBChanger, ABS' Portable

DVD Play L With (2) Screens,
Navgaton Sysieri

i Erteat

age. Hoar Rack, Allo Whee\s‘

Bl Alr Bags: Kel ok

val

Carg folders ONLY! 'Avaiiable

on 24JAN14 dato i Negoiablo

fob.macksonhotm

Volvo, €30 , 2009 $1450000
T5 Hatchback 2DR, Black, US
specs, 1 owner, great conditon
awnspryl gm:

2012
szeuue uu Absu\uﬂy m\\ loaded
navi rear view camera leather
sunroof US spec 01728616505
Sreinhold@ freenet de

Jobs Offered

630

LPN - MEDICAL SERVICES TECHNICIAN

NEEDED IN AVIANO

EXCELLENT COMPENSATION!
4 YRS. EXP. REQ.
ASSOCIATE DEGREE REQ.

Contact Nichol at 001-800-852-5678
ext. 152, fax 513-984-4909 or email to
nmulligan@sterlingmedcorp.com

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Germany 142 |- Germany 142
Iv XC90_ R-Design, 2010
Toyota, Tacoma S Double 86,00 32 WD, speed
zbn 250000 This Is a 000, miles, black
Ve, %Wp. Sappniro n lomatic, sit

Bkl 5o el o \ransierab\e
gxtend wartany,
Bart overseas vehicle piotection
acikage 356 00 bol duider
0 cargo net, and an $80.00
Bod et Ay Guestions car be
directed 10" the- below" email
adiess orlo my cal which can
o accessd by Iegisl
VA ik
w\(h smus nquies ‘or olters,

% Pemyh§2 @yahoo com
17664939936

Yolvo, XC70, 2004 $11750,00,
Grose Countyy AWD wagon 251
Euro”Spe P8 953 209
RSk POk T'de book value of
850" Euro 00.US ki Goce
N apply

ki excerdf el pedd

MUST
sell now, USAREUR plated. 2d
. Non-smoker.'ABS, AC

Qunei
RAibags. Aoy Whee\s, AT.6 CD
Xchanger, Clrl dr locks, Cruise,

£8P, 9R5g” lights, y
On—bnzldogwr'r‘vgpmer PS, Bvﬂ

d le yan
RickCady @gmailcom  Car i
parked It Wigsbaden resale car

BY oo 00Miing  alley
iro12az2e8

Edmon Koc’ 155888 Socem
oan‘face | Edilon, ~Furo
Seear By
with 1

Systom ith bult, in”car phone
Slicara _ required)

i tunction  sieering - wheel

navigation - system. " bixenon

headlghts, fog-lghts, paricdista

nce-control, _{rip-compute

26na AC. cruist coptrol, AWD,

summer fres on 18" alifims
exra winter_fires L
s i e "\ 459 66

2120490 ks @ unleashhesky.c

o]

VW, GTI, 2012 $22000.00 Black
US * spec. very fast

sunroof heated seat Graf area
§505

sreinhold@freenet.de

ut
conaioning. hird Tow Seafing.
ower&heated seats, power 1o¢
S&windows&sunrodf,  cruise
corirol, "GO’ player, havigaiion
system, xenon active bending
Jghis, " tnied \ a ws‘ |Qm
wes (whes\s cwenny on’ tha car
Biohure 5t the factory A Besioh

5
heels). Floor, mal
new!

ankandnessagm

Autos for Sale
Ital 144

MINI, Cooper JGW! (John Coo
Vo).’ 2010 " 525800
with black rally stripes
Inttior. black ‘jsather” w WAt
iping. Immaculate periormance
car all ol and
s u port nding,
high-p: ormancs Vet Tial o
mem engme 6L urbo cngme
Spsed,

Elope” maps) eated seats,

SnGof, pram. sound with

Backup cim, oot rack, 2 seis of

seasonal mounied uffai nres
alley ims, incl

Incred\by fin'1o"drve tops

e ariset Tor Aumnahn

voad s, Priced $1700 below

lue book

SHe898K71 @hotmal.com

Autos for Sale
- Benelux 150

Toyou RAV 4 2.2 D-CAT 4x4
zubs $14450.00 EU Spec

Sauishers,
jon smoking vehicle, well main:
ined service history, MOT 05

%5, last_sefvice was done 05

V23, ABS, Aoy Whedls, Pas
niger aitbag. Llectric windows

ESP, Al condmm\m
control, Fog i
airbag, P

C
issior M
vl ransmission Transitions: &
4 Cylinder,

Spesd; & Cylinder, Diesel Fuel
015256108188
jonathon.curetonyahoo.com

Motorcycles 164

Electra-Glide
2009 $16000.00
3. For sale is

Harley Davidsgn
Uiz Classic,
Inspecied
aimost few

Handy FLHTED

miles’ on it Service was just
wmple1ed in Au%usl along with

brand new battery. T
ST 254 Ve e
Screaming” Eagle. Stage-t. ki,
gusiom aif dleaner,"Screaming
Esgle miters, Kiock Work ra
windshield, and
Sorieahar Sovers. lur bo(h "ihe
front fairing and hard bags. This

inai part are avaiable 45

rious inquiries and offers

5Y Happy' New = Year

40709607 davia takaki
fo.usme.mil

Harley Davidson,_Road ng
Classtt, 2012 $18500.00 New

10 sell my NewRoad King gpas

gannot e | i o Japan.

absmuls\y Deriect ABS, Secun
Syst Wmusmeld

ockihg haravars & Passenger
high bickrast. U raded Gri
Plasma Blue Lt gr Rt
romote, Stiest Gide Tail lght
wap i [ow out,
Hana%s e “hahdisoars or
miort, 1100 miles. save
nd for this model. |

sure it will be easy to obtain fast.
dana.bovender@Yahoo.com

Harle,

Davidson, Road Kin %
FLH ut

2009 $12500.00 Tve pt
' 00 miles on ihis bike i

ve lime for 1l anymore. | ha
vor $22,000 invodtod and | my
lowes! priced offered Tho bike
as, aftef market HD hiand grips,

lignted” passenger oot rosts,
g ik passenger _fool re

i o xhaus. AN
Al ws comes_with a Garmin
Zume mﬁe maps),
§ eakers‘ esled 1D gloves:

Wiesbaden).
bsiohotmail.c

o B1622676445

Harley Davidson,  Sgfttail
§) rmger Classic, 2005
§las08 00 _sigck “aria Siver

eader.
Sm&le <23 Lok i oK rics
586002 roy.a.rathbun@ng

o]

amil

Enduro
b ?Gunu mspemeu and
feacy Tor’ USAREDR ‘regisra:

89914758080

Stripes.com posts regular updates from our overseas military bases in
Europe, Pacific and the Mideast—and covers the Pentagon and Capitol Hill.

Wherever you need us, however you read us: we're always for you.
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C | aSS Ifl ed SEU Ro E For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9013/0912 or DSN: 583-9013/9012

y 164 | Cellular Phones 280 | Furniture 510 | Antiques 512 | Medical 690 | Tax Assistal 940
LASS TOP DESK STOOL Looking for sumsmmg special - L
e R e e b bbbyl Tricare Provider (
2010 Utira c\gss‘c Eiecia Ghde‘ Used, like now condition, desk :ng\elazt‘;ied‘scg‘a\‘v"se ihe able in ‘t:enznx‘;%n;:u&nkm f?lh zvé:";jo\; =
Fses i, g Jop s e e | U R e B SSTS | e o eted | For ULS. citizens /= H&R BLOCK®
Sanbr ki, Fam No chips in glass. Small scratch- | SArink 1o a round table for ery piece we find. We are —

Es e dq ovier
ock box kit, Touting saddlebag
I rall"wii LEG brake gt
tour-pak " accent rall

Home 0sde1"002163 smithtodd

28, 2011 $6500.00
l” s"ee(F\ghle’ ! Brand_New
Comm
Aulu Tuner HID Profecto
iaht ing. Mgdded
o8 nifat G0\ ity
nejelskij@yahoo.com

es on desk frame from movers.
o "pets.

$50
rabona1 580 yineom
:Phone 4 Black 808 $300.00

1-Phor ew, Black
Ediion, S ompleie i
USB Cable, Adapter WiFi, and

's. No Contract required.
Call 017679730505 or email

Gne year old New cost 69 Eurc
Sach 035227266001 jepmi
me.

FREEIOLDER KITCHEN CABI-
NET MUST GO!l Older kitchen
cabinet. Very sturdy and heavy.
Top comes off for easy trans:

FREEI! erdberret1

today for additional information.

Samsung Galaxy S Il $200.00,
Phone, WiFi, Camera,

P Full Motion Gaiera o
patbie wih all_services oz,
japhone, Telek only

zuc 00 call 017679730505 10-

Trucks 174
A
L8040 WIS Soor. 2P0
Blitos. Srh o Toung pacic | Clothing 320 |u
%ges. Pwr indows locks,
ruise, Re ?"Rack %Ivev Exter
Blins Cloal " Only 45000 mica| | Leather Jacket $100.00 Menis
Ve Go Ccnﬂm 19 e - Black

1ed ' NADA vaiue $:
ing 319000 fs Anstach. ‘Cail
Eflc 815164514574

o]

only four times. Size XL,
button-up with thinsulate. finer.
Like new!

)

asking 1
robash1981@yahoo.com

Furniture/Appliances 511

German Kitchen $1000.00 Ger-
man Einbaukuche (EBK) (built-
in’kitchen). Contains an oven
with glass stove top, dishwash-
fridge and freezer combo,

stove fan, sink and all electrical
connections. Plenty of cupboard

Books 250

UMUC Books $35.00 Current
UMUC WRTG 293 and various
CCJS books for sale. Al i lie

°
Tobash1981 @yanoo.com'

Classifi

Furniture 510

ErSree Bl o yoar ol
New. Great bike 10 use in front
of ifie TV has many lovels A

honared to bring s passion to
to_ share _our
Smiration of the beautiul ihings

‘ou’ can al
015776395472 for an appoint-
ment " for viewing
349%%
fiencim@hetmaitcom

Home Electronics 570

50 inch Hitachi Projection TV
$100.00 This 1V s In excellent
condition, " wit pic

tion Manual (in’ &n
feMote cagirol Buyeh must
I
8491757014856

o7

glish),” and

pick
ery

Kindle Fire HD 89 $200.00

nil and nas not been. used
017640145392

Vacuum $110.00 This is a
wireless Vacuum. it has has a
hand Vacuum in_the back
mall areas. 015227269001
jkpm1me.com

gmail.com

Refrigerator 220V $485.00 This

a an  Refrigerator. one
year old. has 2 frdazer throe
drawer 07522726001 ko1

Please don't hesitate to contact me:

sbaden 06 11

30 07 55

Wi
www.dr-von-seck.de

Home Electronics 570

M TOM GO 500 $140.00

This is a TomTom Go 500 EU

mags. & monihs” ofd

018237269001 jkpm 1 me.com
o]

Musical Instruments 740

uitar Rack $2000 00 For Salo:

00 OBG Furman_ AR1215
Vohage aoglaicr (KORG Hack
Tunel DTR 2000 Mesa Boogie

IAXIS, Now. Tubes MECA

ogie- 200 Modied
PO08° 3006 shace Rack i
Wiheels Sell vl «hm%mgemev
or ltem by it

A iofal e 10wt systom
Branidurt 01154771757
infotimharris.us

o]

C

Free

assifieds! |

Visit Stripes.com
for details.

Person to Person 800

Stars and Stripes reserves
the right to reject any free
advertisement request
The use of full names is not
permitted. You must be 18
years of age or older to
place afree person to
person advertisement.

Real Estate Wanted 851

LTB a house for a family of four.
Are you selling a house o know
meone who is? We are a
family with two chigron, 1ooking
e in the Ramstein

after the closures and are really
tired of the commute and drive
just to shop at the commissar
We would prefer a free-standing
house with at least

STARS AND STRIPES

Germany H&R Block Tax
Offices Get face-to-face tax help.

1

Ramstein

Wiesbaden
06371-8020410 |06134-256963 | 01735-736112

Vilseck

-

Email: eclemons@hrblock.com

Resume Service

rea
49625852203

928

Resume/ Resumix & Military
Transitios

ns
www.polishedresumes.com

Sporting Goods 980

Weider Weight Set $50.00 110
Ip sot Barbell and two dumbbolls
e

russelldennard @yahoo.com

1000

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km
th of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
aBeur PP DBL occp,ree bt
iogs welcome.
o oA carat.d

o]

Explore Garmisch
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km
Garmisch Hot tublsauna
aseur PP, DBL occp,free b,
dogs welcome. 08324-
Yotw Toresnais.cberau.a8

o]

Travel

OKINAWA DS|

Read STARSY#STRIPES, online at

www.stripes.com

040

Announcements

for
anemne's
Day Presents
at Oconus.com!

Coupons and
Exclusive Offers
from over
600+
stores!

Jewelry, Flowers,
Lingerie & More!

Autos for Sale
- Korea

Chevy,  Camaro,

SR bo 1638y carmaro
gonvertile, sivor wi back fop
381 Automatic
Gual_exhaust pipes, ires. re:
Placed & year ago. Vehicis only
diven o' and "rom wor

new register n

Vele Reking § T06e:8a o Bost

offer Piease call 010-5146-1965
d_ask for Mark _or "emall
okinawaboy @hotmail.com

mo S1dc-1965 okinawaboy 61
otma

Mercedes Benz, CLK, 2000
$500000 2000 Memedes Benz
manual 70 k\\ums
18R Black Saarior an leame
interior. 55000 i Loca ted a!
Cp Emai

ek dgne Som Ghee
rakorea @ gmal corn

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Korea - Korea

MINI, Cooper_S_Count
FIAT, 500 GUCCI, 2012 | ALL4, 201, !528500 00 IszI
$17500.00 Fop 5 Reasons 10 | Turbo, ‘1.6 Liter Auig
By iz car 17t may a6 | AWD primum i oort et
dive 3 & acton Gario itamc Sabi

them 3. Economy 4.

206 o parking and randing 5

Fin‘ts dive Gencrously ol
ped with Upgraded options &

s\andard idaflros. o Hoated

Brive Bayimo

ug oég Pvem

fires, Il inieresied or test

ontact. Sol “at
81ee 5334 azas m O50048238
minamé6 @ gmail.com

Iy Coral RS (220
fort and Convemence ‘A Cond-
w.?uows

Holes
WUEM Serets Eietoo
Wicless isan Sl Al Bage
Panoraga foot HID Headlamis
2ar “Sooier Fremim dur
{ihgels . run fat ires, pius
SR parts. i socessdres
PSS %, 2EBY G
Minamb6@gmal.com

Ford, E350XLT Super Dut
onversion VAN ' 200
15000.00 Hocky Ridge “Con:

version Sed on 2008

B Ro N 1S5 By it

was sold_on 2009 as a brand

new G sion

CoplangAlve chars 10in LCO

yer (BUX player

jame

Wireless
ea

allmaintenance  history 20
chrom "Thitg. 0w seat
Gan'be i ou 016-0834.5%55
010-9924-8332

GMC, Acadia, 2007 $16800.00
Excellent  Rufi Condition,
Looks New. Citer, a7k
Niles, 2D, Auto- eveg\mng‘
Esinte” avkmg
Sensors. JAlr bags,
Capialy Seats, oy,
Boards, r\ow_ res, Plus
Son i
14!

"'5‘53 ioo.com * 621
45551647 rsipajo @yahoo.com
o]

°f =52

Furniture/Appliances 511

Jobs Offered

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST ASSISTANTS

NEEDED IN YOKOTA, JAPAN

1 YR EXP. REQ.

EXCELLENT COMPENSATION!
ASSOCIATES DEGREE REQ.

ANY STATE LICENSE

Contact Lynn at 513-984-1800
ext.156, fax 513-984-4909, or email
LynnR@MagnumMedicalOverseas.com

P
Services

880

INTELLIGENCE
RESUMES
Certified Resume Writer
Military-to-Civilian Transition
www.IntelligenceResumes.com
1-888-207-2716

Read STARS%#STRIPES. online at
www.stripes.com

Gas StovelOven For Sale
§700.00 This 7o a US Sta

size nge stove/oven)
brough [5;

il Iridaharley@gmail com
om -8560-3307  Inaharicy @ gm

Sporting Goods 980

s, Head Lite Than

it 5, lor Satel 2958
Used buf like newl!t Thess Lits
Thangs e oute, light and soft
makinig redt choce fof

; Poyer ia

jack
Ko 5 hag ‘300" BBk
inclydeall Call. 0045651647

{rsjpaie @ 82-10-
oo REY rdphie Gyahos com

Relocation GUIDE

In print o Online at stripes.com o
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad

No one covers the bases the way we do.

You'll get one - just by reading
Stars and Stripes military news coverage.

STARSESTRIPES.

Wherever you need us, however you read us: we're always for you.

We’ve been making
loans of up to
$10,000 to Active
Duty Military for
over 63 years.

Take the fuss out of packing up for your
everything with Stripes next PCS—sell

free classifieds!

a &  STARSw#STRIPES.

(WY

Visit Stripes.com
for details.

“We love to say yes” ®

Click today...cash today™  www.yesomni.com

STARS AND STRIPES
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Tennis

Australian Open

rsday
At Melboure Park
Melbourne, Australia
Purse; $29.72 million (Grand Slam)
Surface ¢ Hard -Outdoor

cons
Kei lehlkorl (16)‘ Ja an, def. Dusan
Lajovic, Serbia, 6-1, 6-1,
o-Wilfried Tsonga (10), France, def.
Thomaz Bellucc, Brazil, 1-6 (6); 6-4,
onald Young, United States, def. An-
9reas Seppi (24), Italy, 6-4, 2-6, 63, 4-6,

Rafacl Nadal (1), Spain, def. Thanasi
Kokkmakls. Aus(ra ia,
derer (6), Swltzerland def.
Blaz Kavclc, Slovenia, 6-2, 6-1,
Martin Klizan, Slovakia, def. Tehas Rola,
slovenia, 6-4, 6-3, 57,
Grigor Dlmltrov (22), Bu\garla‘ def.
Yen-hsun n, 6-3, 6-3,
Kaek Monilie 555, France Setack
Sock, United States, 7-6 (2), 7-5, 6-2.
phane Robert, France, def. Michal
Przysiezny, Poland, 7-6 (), 6-1, 67 (3),

Ml\DS Raonic (11), Canada def Victor
Hanescu, Romania, 7-6 (9), 6-
Teymuraz Gabashvili, Russ\a ef. Fer-

nando Verdasco (31), Spain, 7-6 (1), 3-6,
2:6,6-4,6-4.
Gilles Simon (18), France, def. Marin

cmc Croatia, 46, 1.6 (). 6.7@). &-1, 6.2
rto Bautista Adut, Spain, ' def.

Juan Martin del Potro (5), Argentina, 4-6,

Fellclano Lopez (26), SDaln, def. Mi-

chal Berrer, Germany, 6-4, 7.6 (6),

enoit. paire (27). France, det, Nick
Kyrgms, ‘adstralia. 67 (5, 6.7 (5, 6-4, 6

¥ urra% @), Emam, def. Vincent
Milo, Frace 26215,

second Round
Zarina Diyas, Kalakhstan def. Marina
Erakovic, New Zealand, 6-0.
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova (29), Rus-
sia, def.”Mandy Minella, Luxémbourg,
E\ma Svitolina, Ukrame, def. Olivia
Rogowska, Australia, 6.
ona. Halep 4D, Romania, def.
\GlaﬂrvGara Lepchenko, United States, 4-6,
bominika Cibulkova (20). Slovakia, def.
Stefanie Voegele, Switzerland, 6-0, 6-
ANz Corrat 5), France, def. Cantila
Glorg\ italy, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4.
arla Suarez Navarro (16), Spain, def.
Galma Voskoboeva, Kazakhstan, 7-6 (2),

bnE Muguruza, Spam def. Anna
Schmledlova Slovakia, 6-3, 6-:

aria Sharapova (35, Russia, def. Kar-

in KnaDP Italy, 6-3, 4-6, 10-!

he Wozniacki (10 )v Denmark,

def Chr\stma McHale, United States, 6

AGnieszka Radwanska (5), Poland, def,
Olga Govortsova, Belarus, &-0,

e Stephens (13), Unlted States

def A]Ia Toml]ancvlc Croatia, 36, 6-2,

Vlctorla Azarenka (2), Belarus, def
BarblTora Zahlavova Strycova, Czech
public, 6

Jelena Jﬂnkovlc (8) Serbla, def. Ayumi
Morita, Japan. &

, Jef, Magdalena

eusburger. Aus(rla. def. Bo-
Jana SOVANOVSKI (333, S6rbia, 3-8, 6-

Pro football

NFL injury report
RK — The National Football
League mlur report, as provided by the
league (OUT - Efml(eli{ w|II nol play:
DN U

- Did not practice; LIM
participation in practic
ticipation in practice):

<NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS at DENVER
IOTS: DNP: C Danny

Auken (IllneSS Tom Brady (ngm
Shoulder, ness). LIMITED P Ryan Al-
len (shoulder), 'WR Danny Amendula

L-F |I par-

Vereen (groin). B
Miike Adams (thigh): FULL: TE Joel Drees:
sen (knee). S Duke Ihenachg (knee). T
Winston Justice (finger), G Kuper
(ankle), 0B Peyton Manring (ankie). B
Kayvon Webster (thumb).
AN FRANCISCO 4SERS at SEATTLE
p: LB Ahmad
BRooks. (inessy. BT Demarciss ‘boph
han Goodwin

e). FULL: LB NaVorro
n_(wi WR Michael Crabtree
(wn 5, R ok Gore (knee), LB Dan
skuta f ot). SEAHAWKS: No Data Re-

Wednesday’s transactions
BASEBALL
Amerl ican League

BO! 0X — Agreed to terms
wlth RHP Burke Badenhop on a one-year
co

CLEVELAND INDIANS — Signed LHP
Josh Outman to 2 one-year contract

USTON ASTRO! Named To

Francesco manager. Steve Webber Dltch

ary Ruby pitching coach, Tim
FAHnG “eaalh e T Lawloss irald
Coach to. Corpus. Christi (TL): -Rodney
Linares manager, Don Alexander pitch-
ing coach, Darryl Robinson hitting coach
and Mark Bailey catching coach to Lan
caster (Cal); Omar Lopez manager, D:
Barkowski pitching coach, Joel Chimelis

|ttmg coach and Vince ‘Coleman out-
field/baserunning coach fo Quad Cit
omero manager, Chris Holt
p\tchlng o o R ST o hit-
ting coach to Tri-City (NYP); Josh Bonifay
manager, Josh Miler pitching coach and
Cesar Cédeno hitting coach to Gre
evile (sally); Marty’ Mafloy manager,
ector Mercado pitching coach, Ramon
Vasquez hitting coach and Gordy Mack-
enzie coacl .

EATTLE MARINERS — Agreed to terms
with OF Michael Saunders on a one-year
contract. Named Rich Donnelly manager,
Jaime Navarro pitching coach and Cory
Snyder hitting coach of Tacoma (PCL);
James Horner manager, Lance Painter
pitching coach and Roy Howell hitting
Boach of Jackson (SL); Eddie Menchaca
manager, Lorraine _pitchin:
coach, Max Venable hitting coach an
Cory Ritter performance coach of High
Desert (Cal); Chris Prieto manager and
Taylor Nakamura performance coach of
clinton (MWL); and Dan Wilson minor
league catchin coordinator.

— Agreed to terms
wllh LHP Nea\ CO".S on a one-year con-
tract.

tional League
COLORADO. ROGKIES "= Agrecd to
terms with LHP Frankin Morales on a
one-year con

MILWAUKEE nnswzns — Signed LHP

Zagh Duke to a minor leagua contract,
N

nounced a four year work\ng agreemem
with Harrisburg (EL

National Baskelhall Association
BOSTON CEL igned G Rajon
Rondo to Maine (NBADL
CHICAGO BULLS — Recalled G Marquis
Teague from lowa (NBADL).

OLDEN STATE WARRIORS — Sent G
Tomey BOUGIaS Ho Mi who sant ¢ Joel
Anthony, a 2015 first-round draft pick, a
2016 second-round draft pick and cash
considerations to Boston. Boston sent Gs
Jordan Crawford and MarShon Brooks to

ol
PHII.ADEI.PHIA 76ERS — Recalled G
Lorenzo Brown from Delaware (NBADL).

National Fouthall League

MIAMI DOLPHINS — Named Bill Lazor
offensive coordinator.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Named Mike
Zimmer coa

NEW VORK Gl JANTS — Fired tight ends
coach Michael Pope"and running backs
coacn Jerald Ingray

YORK IETS — Signed C Jacolb

Ashworth S Brandon Hardin and DB Nicl
Taylor to reserve/fulure contracts.
N INGTON REDSKINS — Promoted
tight ends coach Sean McVay to offen-
sive coordinator.

A — Named Mike Trager chairman
of the board of dlrect EV

I anke Leagu
NHL PI.AVERS ASSOCIATION - F Jamie
Langenbrunner announced his_retire-

“ANAHEIM DUCKS — Recalled G Freder-
ik Andersen from Norfulk ( L).

OILERS raded G D
van Dubnyk to Rashile for £ Matt Hon-

dri
LOS ANGELES KINGS — Assigned F Ty-
ler Toffoll to Manchester (AL Traded
G Ben Scrivens to Edmonton for a 2014
third-round dratt pick. Recalled G Martin
Jones from Mar
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Assigned
D Matt Grassi from Hamilton (AHL) to
Wheeling ECHL.
W YORK ISLANDERS — Loaned F
Ryan Sirome to Bridgeport (AHL).
YORK RANGER!

Sdcott Sta]cerfmm Hartford_(AHL) tofFIor
i ssiaen fro
Hartford tO Greenv\lle (ECHL) N

OTTAWA SENATORS — Reassigned
f Jea)anabﬂe\ Pageau to Binghamton
(AHL).

WEIGHTLIFTING
U.S. ANTI-DOPING AGENCY — Suspend-
ed Sarah Robles of the United States two
years for testing positive for a banned
substance.
OCCER
ajor League Soccel
I‘HII.ADEI.PHIA UNION — Swgned MF
Cnshan Maidana.

RTLAND TIMBERS — Signed F Gas-
ton Femandez and D Norberto Paparatto.
Loaned F Jose Valencia to Olimpo de Ba-
hia Blanca (Argentina-Primera Division).
Signed D Bryan Gallego as a homegrown
player.

\TTLE SOUNDERS — Signed F Tristan
Brown Traded Ds Patrick lanni, Jhon Ken

ly Hurtado and the 13th Dverall

the 2014 draft to Chicago for D Jalil Ani-

baba, the eighth overall pick in

draft'and a Eonditional 2015 third-round
ra

Pro basketball

NBA
EASTERN CONFERENCE
‘Atlantic
GB
Toronto -
Brooklyn 4
New York 4%
Boston 6k
Philadelphia 33
Southeast Di
Miami
Atlanta 7
Washington 8%
Charlotte 2
Oriando i
Central Division

Indiana -
Chicago 12
Detroit 1%
Cleveland. 7

Milw 230

7
“WesTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Di
San Antonio
Houston
Dallas
Memphis
New Orleans
Northwest Divi:
portland
Oklahoma City 8
Denver 0
Minnesota 8
Utah 3
Pacific Divisit
L.A. Clippers 7
Golden State 5
Phoenix 2

Sacramento 4
L.A. Lakers

25
Wednesday’s games '
Chicago 128, Orlando 125,30T
Phila |Dhla 95, Charlotté 92
Washmglon 114 M mi 97
n 88, Tor
Sacramento 111v anesota 108

Denver 123, Golden State 116
LA. Cllppers 129, pallas 127
lay’s gams
o Brookiyn Vs, Atianta at London, Eng-

New York at Indiana
Oklahoma cit at Houston
lay's games
Charlotte at Orland
Miami at Philadelphia
Chicago at Washington
LA. cluppers at New York
Minnesota at Toronto

Def
Sacramento at Memphis
Portiand at San Antonio
Dallas at phoenix
Cleveland at Des
Golden State at Oklahoma city

Saturday’s games
A Clippers at Indisna
etroit at Washington

iami at Charlotte
ahuladelphva at cmcago
tah at Minnesota

al es0
Milwaukee at Houston
Golden State at New Orleans
Portland at Da\las

lay’s games
LA Lakers at Toronto
Boston at Orlando
Sacramento at Oklahoma City
Milwaukee at San Antonio
Denver at Phoenix

Pro baseball

Calendar
Feb. 1-21 — Salary arbitration hear-
ings, St. Petersburg, Fla.

. 6 — Voluntary reporting date for
Arizona and Los Angeles Dodgers pitch-
ers, catchers and injured players.

Feb. 11 — Voluntary reporting date for
Arizona and Los Angeles Dodgers other
players.

3 — Voluntary reporting date
for other team's pitchers, catchers and
|n|ured players.

. 18 — Voluntary reportmg date for
cther team 's other playel
Mandatcry repomng date.
lay to place a player
on uncondltlonal release waivers and
pay 30 days termination pay instead of
45 days.

h 22-23 — Los Angeles Dodgers
vs. Anzcna Syd

rch 26 = La St day to request un-
coneional relebos walvers on a player
Without having o pay his full 2014 Sal-

ary.

*March 30 — Opening day in North
America, Los Angeles Dodgers at San
Diego. Active rosters reduced to 25 play-
ers.

June 5 — Amateur draft.
July 15 — Allstar game, Minneapolis,
line for amateur draft

plcks o swgn
— Hall of Fame inductions,
Cooperstown N,
31 — Last day to trade a player
wlthoul securing waivers.
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40
players.
Sept. 30 — Postseason begins.
Oct. 22 — World Series begins.
November TBA — Deadliné for teams
to make qualifying offers to their eligible
former players who became free agents,
fifth day after World Series.

College basketball

Wednesday’s men’s scores

American U. 65, Lemgn 63
Boston U. 66, Colgate 58
Erooklyn 72 Hunter &5

ayton 50, Fordham

Delaware 76, W||||am s Mary 71

Gordon 84, New England 5

Hol Cross 78, Arm ?'7

La Salle 72, Rhode [sland 6;

Mass.-Lowell 70, Albany (NV) 66, 0T

Navy 62, Bucknel| 6!

New Hampshire 55 Yumec

Ramapo 99, William EEREY 96,0T

Rufgers 85, UCF 75

Saint Joseph's 84, Duquesne 75

Stony Bﬁo"k 67, Bmghamton 47
sucha

5o \75 oF
WeNtworh 1gech 0, W. New En land 56
York (NY) 103, Medgar Evers

Alabama 80, Mississippi St. 61
Asbury 89, Indiana-£ast 7
Barton 92 Lees-Nickae 54

GRarasion Southarn. 9%, praspytorian 58
Clemson 56, Virginia Tech 4
oastal Carolina 81, UNC Asheyille 78
ollege of NJ 74, Mdntclair St. 72
Mennonite 62, Bridgewater (Va) 54
rskine 7, Mount Olive 64
lorida St.'63, Miami 53
ardner-Webb 56, Winthrop 51
Guilford 81, Emory & Henry 59
High Point &3, Longwood
‘Wilmington 64
ing (T enn.) 82, Limestone 76
incoln Memorial 97, Tusculum 68
aryland 74, Notre D
iligan 7, Montreat 76
Mississippi 88, LoU 74, OT
enoir-Rhyne 127, 20T
Northeastern 56, James Madison 52
Randolph 56, Washington & Lee 52
Randolph-Macon 103, shenandozh 80
Tenn. Wesleyan 83, Point (Ga.) 7:

Union (Ky.) 88 elnhardt 7
Ym0l Rad
esley. ampden Sydney 73
Wik Fordal 70 NCSIeieds
Voung Harris 84, Columbus St. 80
MIDWES'

Akron 59, Miami (Ohlo) 52
Albion 67, Hope

Aquinas 79, Slena Helgms 53
Augsbul r%GG Carleton 63
Bcw\mg reen 67, Cent Michigan 57
Calvin 78, Adrian

Cardinal S(rllch 84, St. Francis (IIl.) 78, OT
Carthage 67, Wheaton (Ill.

Concordla (Mich.) 72, Michigan-Dear-

or,
Concordia (Moor.) 74, 5t. John's (Minn.) 64
Gornerstone 84, Nofthwestern Ohio 79
Davenport 101, Mar’ 69
Ramiine 69, St. Mary's (Minn.) 65
ifinois St. 79, Evansville 78, OT
Indiana St 70, Missouri St.s5

t St. 73, N. 1llinois 64, OT
Loyola of Thicago 70, drake 60
Madonna 79, In fan:
Michigan St
Nebraska Wesle an 34, Doane 86
Ohio 71, Ball S
Qe bt Aima. opd

Saint Louis 66, St. Bonaventure 60

St. Ambrose 71, Viterbo 66, OT

St. Olaf 96, Macalester 57

St. Thomas (Minn.) 61, Gustavus 50

Toledo 67, Buffalo 65

valpara 0 78, Detroit 70
58, Wis. Oshkosh 30

HWI
Angelo St. 71, W. Texas A&M 59
Baderonts Tovas AkN Commerce &

£ New Mexico 82, Texas ALM- Rogaie 78
Oklahoma St. 82, T

SMU 71, South Flordh s

Tatleton S8, Midwastern st. 80
Texas A&M 75, south Carolina 67
Texas Tech 82, Bavlo

Air Force 77, San Jose St. 62

gan Diego st. 68, Fresno s

80, Washington i
SNLYV 76, New Mexico 73

Utah st.’57, Colorado St. 50

Wednesday's women’s scores

EAST
American U, 70, Lehigh 61
Army 70, Hol I¥‘c 0SS
Brooklyn 61, Hunter B
uffalo 51, Toledo 46

Bu
Hagvard 75, N
afayette G, Loyola (Md.) 53

unt St. Vincent 87, Mount St. Mary

avy 94, Bucknell 92, 20T
Hampshire 60, UMBC 47

2

+ John's, 58, Butler 53
t. Juseé]hs(Ll) 85,01 Westhury 77, 0T
k 48, Bingham
oo 65, Goncher s
Perin 54

ynesbur 75 Thiel 63

Wentworth Tech 1, W. New Eng\and 46
William paterson &1, Ramap

York (NY) 7, Medgar Evers 40

Berry 59, Agnes Scott 46
:(ndgewaler (Va ) 58, Shenandoah 56
on-N n 105, Bre:
b, Va. Wesleyan %
g 69, Tulay
rkine of; Mount Bivese

aj
enoir-Rhyne 56, Newberr 2
|mestcne 55, King (Tenn.

incoin Memorial 76, Siceun
ou|5|ana Lafayette 65, South RiThama 60

C

nessee 69, UTEP 58
ifligan 83, Montreat 66

Old Dominion 92, Southern Miss. 82

4,

cky 65, UALR 39

Young Harris 68, Columbus St. 63
WEST

Alverno 70, Lakeland 51

Augsburg. 51, Carlet 48

Bethel (Minn.) 68, St. Calherme 53
Bowling Green 72, Ball St. 61
Gardinal stritch 76, St Erancis ) 71

t. M h? n 65, N. illino
bo, Concochgrla Mich.) 75, Mlcmgan Dear-

Concordia (Moor.) 69, St. Benedict 63
Cornerstone 61, Northwestern Ohio 48
Creighton 79, Xavier 50
Davenport 87, Marygrove 57
Doane 82, Nebraska Wesieyan 30
£ Michigan 83, W Mic

R A
11385is 76, Northwestern 74
Indiana Tech 94, Madonna 93
Miami (Ohio) 79, Akron 76
Michigan 65, Purdue 49
Oakland 88, Valparaiso 55
Ohio 76, Kent St. 59
Olivet 67, Albion 51
Siena Helghts 73, Aquinas 69
St. Ambrose 90, Viterbo 52
St. Mary's (Minn.) 79, Hamline 70
St. Olaf 65, Macalester 58
homas (Minn.) 75, Gustavus 52
St Xaver 62, llingls Tech 22
West Virginia 73, lowa St.
n 81, Concordla ai) 43

W|_ shikosh 75,
Wis.-Superi
Wis Whiowter 72,1 Wls ol Seaie a0

Wisconsin 65, Indiana 60
SOUTHWEST

E. New Mexico 66, Texas A&M-Kings-

ville 57
North Texas 63, Marshall 50
Rice 82, Louisiana Tech 68
Tarleton St. 57, Midwestern St. 51
s 70, Kansas 58
S St. 68, Texas -Arlington 60
UAS 76, ulsa
UTSA 61, hariotte 6
West Texas A&M 81, Ange\o st.42

Boise St. 67, Nev: 4,
Colorado St, 86, Otah o

San Diego St. 70, FrasnG 4t 60
SanJose SE 79, Alr Force 70
UNLV 78, New Mexico 5

NHL
EAS‘TJ:RN CONFERENCE
GF G
ton % 132 102
TampaBay 47 136 113
Montreal 47 118 111
Toronty 49 136 149
Detroit 46 1 118 127
ottawa a7 134 146
Florida 46 109 141
Buffalo 46 13 3120
itan Division
Pittsburgh 48 34 0 156 115
Philadelphia 47 24 2 125 132
Washington 41 22 2 140 141
N.Y. Rangers 4 1119 126
New Jersey 55 0 1 0 112 118
Columois”™ 46 22 8 129 131
46 19 7 111 130
W fohoers 48 18 3 132 156
WESTERI
Central D

Gp Pts GF GA
Chicago 49 1177 135
st.Louls 45 9 163 100
Colorado 46 3 135 117
Minnesota 49 5 118 122
Dallas 46 9 137 141
Nashvile 48 7 113 143
Winnipeg 48 _ 5 133 146

Pacific Divisiol
Anaheim 9 7170 120
ose 7 4 150 117
Los Angeles 47 28 1 120 96
Vancouver 48 24 7 124 124
Phoenix 46 21 1135 143
Calgar 47 16 8 105 148
Edmonton 49 15 5 128 174

Note: Two pomts for a win, one point

for overtime
W nesday s games
Toronto 4, Buffalo
Pittsburgh 4, washlngton 3
Anahe\mg Vancouver 1
Thursday's games
etroit at N.Y. dg
ashvilie at b Phlla feiphia

e Emder ot fampa Bay
an Jose at Florida

05 Angeles at st. Louis
Edmonton at Minnesota.
oston at Dallas

ew Jersey at Colorado
Winnipeg at

Y R
Friday’s games
Washington at Colimbus
Anaheim s: .c

e
3
3
3
S
s
o
-Ea
os5
5
2.8
=1
8
&

ontreal at Toronto

0s Angeles at Detroit

Y. Islanders at Philadelphia
lorida at caml na_

Anaheim at
Colorado at Nashv\lle
New Jersey at Phoenix

sey
Dallas at Minnesota
Calgary at vancouver
d y 'S games.
Boston atem
Tampa Bay at carolina
Washington at N.v. Rangers
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Eduardo Castaneda of Vilseck, top, and Johnathan Brabazon from

Patch look to their coaches lor advice durlng their match on Dec.

7. The DODDS-Europe

with
teams in action at four sites. V'Iseck vnII be be wrestling at home,

20

while Patch travels to Kaiserslautern.

Back to the mats

European contenders should come into
focus as wrestling returns from break

BY GREGORY BROOME
Stars and Stripes

The DODDS-Europe wrestling
season resumes Saturday with
20 teams in action at four sites.
Here’s a look at where a few of
those teams stand entering the
season’s final stretch.

Lakenheath: Confined mostly
to sharing meets with northern
neighbors such as Alconbury,
Brussels, SHAPE and AF-
NORTH, Lakenheath will get a
long look at its Germany-based
Division I wrestling competition
over the next couple of weekends.

On Saturday, the Lancers will
share brackets with Patch and
host Kaiserslautern; they’ll find
Wiesbaden among their oppo-
nents a week later in Brussels.

Lakenheath entered the break
on a dominant note, piling on 260
team points and claiming first
place in 11 of 14 weight classes to
run away with a five-team meet
at Alconbury.

Kaiserslautern: The hometown
Raiders are looking forward to
testing themselves against the
visiting Lancers, head coach
Brian Daly said.

Specifically, European hope-
fuls Matt Fischer (120 pounds)
and Arvin Hrushka (170) will
find worthy foes in Lakenheath’s
Preston Booth and Colten Meng-
es, respectively.

Alconbury: Like fellow UK.
program Lakenheath, coach
David Longbine’s Dragons will
indulge the rare regular-season
opportunity to test their roster on

Follow the action

Gregory Broome has
the latest on Twitter
@broomestripes

the mainland Saturday.

Senior Zain Leach and sopho-
more Chris Dufresne are un-
beaten at 182 and 195 pounds,
respectively; their duels with Kai-
serslautern and Patch contenders
might be previews of final-day
European tournament match-
es. Sophomore Nick Dufresne,
meanwhile, will return from an
injury to see where he stands in
the crowded 170-pound ranks.

Wiesbaden: The Warriors will
travel to Vilseck with hopes of
rekindling the momentum they
gathered before the break.

Coach Christopher Evans said
junior Hunter Lunasin is becom-
ing “something of a dominant
force” at 220 pounds, and senior
Justin Vatcher should find himself
in the heat of 182-pound competi-
tion at the European tournament.
Interestingly enough, two of Wi-
esbaden’s top wrestlers share a
weight class at 152 pounds; Evans
said seniors Brayden Lamb and
Alex Wieman might place first
and second — not necessarily in
that order — “every weekend in-
cluding Europeans.”

Finally, Evans said he’s look-
ing forward to seeing his bigger
wrestlers face off with Vilseck,
which is notorious for its strength
in the upper weight classes and
is stacked again this year behind
195-pounder Kraig Sumpter and
285-pound heavyweight Arman-
do Saldana.

Bitburg: The Barons have just
seven wrestlers on their roster,
but they’re young and quickly
improving as they travel to Kai-
serslautern for Saturday’s meet.
Sophomore Kaleb Hoopes is a
solid entry at 106 pounds, and
freshman Cameron Castillo is
an emerging force at 145. The
young squad also has a measure
of experience in junior Brandon
Beaumont, a European semifi-
nalist last year at 113 pounds who
is now excelling at 126.

broome.gregory@stripes.com
Twitter: @broomestripes

24/7 sports at stripes.com

Game of the week

Boys basketball: Vilseck at Hohenfels, Saturday

Hohenfels' feel-good story might meet its first plot twist at
the hands of the visiting Falcons.

The Division Il Tigers have chased last year's discouraging
1-13 effort with nothing short of a full athletic renaissance,
a 6-0 boys hoops start bathed in the flattering light of the
school’s surprise European football title.

The Tigers struggled in close games last year, and were
punished with a record that didn't live up to the promise
of the talent on hand. Their unrealized potential was pain-
fully embodied on a January visit to Heidelberg in which they
outplayed the host Lions for much of the weekend before
suffering two losses by a combined six points. Interestingly,
the only game that didn't escape the Tigers' grasp last year
was a 55-53 win over Vilseck on Dec. 7, 2012.

Whether it's enhanced confidence or improved late-game
decision-making, this year's team has reversed that trend.
Hohenfels beat Black Forest Academy twice by a total of
three points to open its season, and gritted out a 39-35 win
over Ansbach on Friday before eaming a more comfortable
win the next day.

“We're excited.” point guard Mark Carr said after Satur-
day’s 48-32 win. “We worked hard to be better and it feels
good to win, especially because of how much we lost last
year."

— Gregory Broome, Stars and Stripes

Three more key matchups

Michate DarNELL/Stars and Stripes

David Harris and his Vilseck teammates will travel
to

on

Boys basketball

Girls basketball

Girls basketball

ISB vs. SHAPE
Friday at SHAPE,
Saturday at Brussels

The holiday break was just a little lon-
ger for this pair of Benelux rivals, each
of whom will play their first DODDS
game in more than a month Friday.

Both teams fared well before the
break. SHAPE won its only game deci-
sively, a 52-38 win over AFNORTH on
Dec. 7. ISB got off to a 4-1 start in De-
cember, a run that included a double-
digit win over Brussels and an upset of
Division | Lakenheath.

It's unclear where the Spartans stand
as Division Il European title contend-
ers. But the veil of mystery is about to
lift. With its light early schedule behind
them, the Spartans will be in action every
weekend for the balance of the regular
season, an eight-game stretch that in-
cludes two visits from Lakenheath.

Schedule

BFA at Wiesbaden,
Friday and Saturday

The Warriors have bigger games
looming against the likes of Division |
rivals Ramstein and Kaiserslautern. But
this weekend's scrappy Division Il visi-
tors should not be overlooked.

Though just 2-2 on the season,
Black Forest Academy nearly pulled off
a stunning upset Friday at Ramstein.
The Falcons trailed by just five at the
break and played the Royals to a sec-
ond-half draw in a 42-37 loss.

Wiesbaden doesn’t look particularly
vulnerable, having opened the season
by beating defending champion Kai-
serslautern in a rematch of last year's
European title game. The Warriors are
also DODDS-Europe’s only remaining
unbeaten Division | team. But they'll
need to stay on top of their game to
remain there come Saturday night.

Naples at Sigonella,
Friday and Saturday

An annual Division Il contender
and occasional giant-slayer, Sigonella
missed its first chance at upending
the Italian hoops power structure last
weekend when it lost both halves of
a Friday-Saturday set at Division I
Aviano.

The Jaguars will try again in a cat-
fight with the visiting Wildcats, who will
bring a perfect 4-0 record into Sicily.

Wins over Vicenza before the break
and routs of Marymount after have
Naples cruising towards the postsea-
son and an expected central role in the
Division Il European tournament. It will
take a strong effort from Sigonella to
throw the Wildcats off course, but the
Jaguars have been capable of such sur-
prises in the past and could be again.

Baskethall
Friday
AFNORTH at Alconbury
ISB at SHAPE

Lakenheath at American School of London

Bitburg at Ansbach
Ramstein at Baumholder

Black Forest Academy at Wiesbaden

Patch at Schweinfurt/Bamberg
Marymount at Aviano
Florence at Vicenza
Naples at Sigonella

Saturday
AFNORTH at Alconbury
SHAPE at ISB
Menwith Hill at ACS-Hillingdon
Bitburg at Ansbach
Baumholder at Ramstein

Black Forest Academy at Wiesbaden
Patch at Schweinfurt/Bamberg
Vilseck at Hohenfels

Marymount at Aviano

Florence at Vicenza
Naples at Sigonella

Wrestling
Saturday

SHAPE, Brussels, Ramstein, Baumholder at AFNORTH
Bitburg, Patch, Lakenheath, Alconbury at Kaiserslautern
Wiesbaden, Hohenfels, Ansbach, BFA at Vilseck
Vicenza, Aviano, Sigonella, AOSR at Naples

Marksmanship
Saturday

Alconbury, Wiesbaden, Patch, Bitburg at Baumholder
Ansbach, Bamberg, Schweinfurt, Vicenza, Vilseck at

Hohenfels

Get the latest results:
stripes.com/sports/europe
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Schedule

Game of the week

Japan
Basketball

riday Jan. 1
ASl) at Yokota, Zama at St. Mary's
, Jan. 17- Sa!urday, Jan.18
Japaneses teams at
turday, Jan. 18
Kinnick at CAJ
Girls
o Friday, Jan. 17
CAJ at Zam,
Friday,Jan. 17 sanuday. Jan.18
Japanese teams at Edgre
Saturday,Jan. 18
Kinnick at ASIJ
Wrestling
Saturday, Jan. 18
Kinnick, Yokota, St. Mary's, Zama
American ‘and Christian Academy Japan
at American School In Japan

South Korea
tball
Blue Division
Friday, Jan. 17
SAHS at YIS-Seoul, Humphreys at Osan
tus lan. 18
Osan at YIS-Seoul

.18
Daegu, Humphreys, Osan and Korean
teams at Seoul

Okinawa
Baske&ball
Friday, Jan. 17- Sllllday

_ Kadena and Kubasaki in Viartin Luther
King Invitational

Girl
Friday, Jan. 17-¢ Sllllda
na and Kubasaki in Martln LuthEI’
King Invitational
Guam
Basketball
Boys

Friday, Jan. 17
st. Paul at JFK, HCA at SSHS, St. John's
at Okkodo, GW at FDMS, ND at Guam High

urday, Jan. 18
Okkodo at JFK, HCA at St. Paul, SSHS at
St. John's, Southern at Guam, GW at ND

Baskethall: MLK Inwtatlonal

When:
17-19.

Where: Semper Fit Gymnasium,
Marine Corps Air Station Futenma,
Okinawa.

What: First of two tournaments
on consecutive weekends that com-
prise the bulk of the regular-season
schedule for Kadena and Kubasaki,
the most decorated programs in
Far East High School Basketball
Tournament history. Kadena's and
Kubasaki’s boys could get as many
as six games and the girls as many
as four in three days against adult
teams that are generally bigger and
more physical than what they're
accustomed to playing.

Players to watch: Kubasaki's
girls, who beat Kadena last month
for the first time in the regular sea-
son since 2004, are fueled by their
senior inside-outside combination
of Alyah Johnson and Sydney John-
son. Kadena's girls rely on their vet-
eran core featuring Jasmine Rhodes
and Alicia Vaughan. Kadena's boys
are triggered by point guard Jama-
rio Harris and inside veteran Pres-
ton Harris. The Dragons boys have
any number of weapons, brothers
Matthew and Nick Ashley, guards
Jarrett Mitchell and DeQuan Alder-
man and inside man Kareem Key.

— Dave Ornauer

Friday-Sunday,  Jan.

Three more key matchups

15A ToURTELOT/Stars and Stripes

Kadena’s Jasmine Rhodes shoots

The two teams take on adults this
weekend in a Martin Luther King
Day tournament in Okinawa.

Boys baketball
Seoul American
at Yongsan Int’l-Seoul

A win for the visiting Falcons would
clinch the Korean-American Interscho-
lastic Activities Council Blue Division
regular-season title and first-round bye
in the league’s postseason tournament
next month at Taejon Christian Interna-
tional School.

24/7 sports at stripes.com |

Girls basketball
Kinnick at
American School in Japan

A rematch of last season’s Far East
Division | final, won by a Red Devils
team that has been stripped of most of
the components from that team except
for returning point guard Alyshia Alli-
son. The Mustangs also lost star guard
Bessie Noll, now at Stanford.

Get the latest results:
stripes.com/sports/pacific

Wrestling
Dual-meet tournament at
American School in Japan

Kanto Plain Association of Second-
ary Schools’ six teams battle at Mus-
tang Valley, an event featuring three
returning Far East champions, Ryan
Vasconcellos and Jeffrey Koo of St.
Mary’s International and Eric Overton
of Christian Academy Japan.

Kubasaki,

Kadena

set for tournament

By DAVE ORNAUER
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa - In-
season tournaments have been a
big role in why Kadena’s and Ku-
basaki’s boys and girls basketball
teams are the most decorated in
Far East Division I Tournament
history, coaches say.

The next two weeks see the
Panthers and Dragons entered
in the Martin Luther King In-
vitational Tournament for adult
teams at Marine Corps Air Sta-
tion Futenma, followed by the
Okinawa-American Shootout with
Japanese teams at the Risner Fit-
ness Center on Kadena Air Base.

“It’s always been an important
part” of the schedule, said long-
time Kadena boys head and assis-
tant coach Robert Bliss, “but this
year, that has increased because
of the takeaways.”

Bliss was referring to two tour-
naments no longer an option for ei-
ther school: the New Year Classic
and the Hong Kong International
School Holiday tournament.

“We’re happy for any kind of
games. It’s great that we get to
play them” every year, Bliss said.

Marine Corps Community Ser-
vices sponsors the MLK Tourna-
ment and has waived the entry fee
for the high school teams since
they began playing in the event in
the mid-1990s.

The 11 men’s and two women’s
adult teams in the MLK play “a
lot more physical and we have to
be ready to adjust to that style of
play,” Kubasaki girls coach Bob

Driggs said.

Sandwiched between the MLK
and the Shootout are semester
final exams, limiting the amount
of time the teams have for prac-
tice in the run-up to the tourna-

ments, coaches said.

The MLK and Shootout are “a
good learning experience for us,
but our base is being student-ath-
letes,” Driggs said of the finals.

Among featured matchups in
Japan, Kinnick’s girls visit Amer-
ican School In Japan in a rematch
of last season’s Far East D-I tour-
nament final, won by the Red
Devils. Reigning Far East D-II
boys champion Zama American
visits St. Mary’s.

Among the outlying schools,
M.C. Perry and E.J. King’s bas-
ketball and wrestling teams have
the weekend off. Edgren hosts
Kamikita on Saturday in boys
and girls basketball.

In South Korea, Seoul Amer-
ican’s boys can clinch the Ko-
rean-American  Interscholastic
Activities Conference Blue Divi-
sion regular-season title with a
win Friday at Yongsan Interna-
tional School-Seoul.

Guam High opens the boys bas-
ketball season with home games
Friday and Saturday against
Notre Dame and Southern.

On the mats, DODDS Korea’s
four teams get together Saturday
at Seoul American for an individ-
ual tournament, while the Kanto
Plain’s six teams gather at ASIJ
for a dual-meet tournament.

ornauer.dave@stripes.com

Pacific sportshlog

Check in for
frequent updates
stripes.com/pacblog

LEAVING THE FAR EAST?
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WINTER OLYMPICS

By PaT GRAHAM
The Associated Press

ike a typical teenager, Mikaela

Shiffrin goes to the movies with

friends, watches episodes of “Glee”

and jams to all sorts of tunes in the
privacy of her bedroom.

Of course, she’s hardly your typical
teen.

The 18-year-old may very well be the
face of the Sochi Olympics, especially with
Lindsey Vonn sitting this one out because
of a right knee injury.

Shiffrin, the ski prodigy from Eagle-
Vail, Colo., showed her promise by win-
ning a World Cup slalom title last season.
She’s possibly the next big thing in skiing
— once she adds more speed events to her
calendar.

And next month, she will be introduced
to a much wider audience on an even big-
ger stage.

Intimidating? Try invigorating.

“It’s an exciting thought,” Shiffrin wrote
in an email. “I can’t let myself think about
it because I have enough on my mind.”

Like learning how to care for her new
reindeer, Rudolf.

He was part of the prize package for
winning a slalom event in Levi, Finland,
two months ago. Shiffrin recently ordered
a book to “brush up on my reindeer care”
for when she visits him (she’s not allowed
to take him home — Santa’s rules).

And while her Rudolf doesn’t fly, she
does — on the slopes, anyway. She already
has six career slalom wins, which is second

Marco Trovati/AP

Mikaela Shiffrin celebrates on the podium
after winning Sunday’s World Cup slalom
in Bormio, Italy.

on the all-time slalom list among American
women, trailing only Tamara McKinney’s
nine victories.

“She’s a phenom,” said Bill Marolt, the
CEO and President of the U.S. Ski and
Snowboard Association. “She has the ath-
letic ability, the mental tenacity to do what

Marco TrovaTI/AP

Mikaela Shiffrin skis past a pole on her way to the fastest time during the first run of Sunday’s World Cup slalom in Bormio, Italy.

The next big thing?

Teenager Shiffrin ready to shine in Sochi

she’s done and will continue to do.”

Still, she’s only a teenager and her sup-
port team tries to keep everything as rou-
tine as possible.

“Mikaela has alot of talent,” Vonn said in
a recent interview, before announcing she
was skipping the Sochi Games to undergo
another surgery on her knee. “It’s exciting
to have new blood on the team.”

Inevitably, Shiffrin draws comparisons
to Vonn, which she considers “flattering.”
Shiffrin definitely has a lot in common
with her idol, too.

Chief among them, winning races.

“Lindsey is a great athlete, a great skier,
an icon in women’s sports and a beautiful
human being,” said Shiffrin, who finished
up high school last June by taking online
classes through Burke Mountain Academy
in Vermont. “So, of course, I will always be
flattered to be compared to Lindsey.”

For the moment, Shiffrin remains a
technical specialist. Once she hones her
technique, though, the plan is to have
her compete in downhill and super-G
competitions.

“Maybe by next season I will be ready
for some speed events,” she said. “In the
meantime, I will keep training some SG
and DH, which contributes to my technical
progress and that gives me my speed fix
for the time being.”

These days, Shiffrin also tries to slalom
her way through the pile of fan mail she’s
received. Her goal is to answer every let-
ter, but has fallen way behind.

Even more could be waiting after Sochi.

Davis more
comfortable
in spotlight

By PAuL NEWBERRY
The Associated Press

KEARNS, Utah — Shani Davis was a
star at the last two Olympics.

Only now does he seem comfortable with
the role.

As he heads into what could be his final
Winter Games, the 31-year-old U.S. speed-
skater has finally embraced the spotlight
and come to terms with the remarkable
legacy he’ll leave behind no matter what
happens in Sochi.

“It’s my time,” Davis said. “I'm going
to try to take advantage of it, share myself
and my story with the world as much as I
can without it interfering with what I have
todo.”

Next month, he will attempt to become
the first male skater to win the same
event at three straight Olympics, having
captured gold in the 1,000 meters at both
Turin and Vancouver. Also, he’s looking
to improve on the pair of silver medals he
settled for in the 1,500, switching up his
training methods with the goal of peaking
at just the right time.

Davis’ impact goes beyond gold and sil-
ver, though. He was the first black athlete
to win an individual gold medal at the Win-
ter Games, and he remains one of the few
people of color at the oval. Growing up in
Chicago, he passed on more traditional
sports his friends played for the chance to
go really fast with a pair of blades on his
feet.

Beyond his Olympic accomplishments,
Davis has firmly established himself as
one of the greatest speedskaters ever for
the better part of a decade. He followed
Eric Heiden as the only male to capture
both the world all-around and world sprint
championships. Davis has 57 individual
World Cup victories and a shot at passing
the only man ahead of him, Canada’s Jer-
emy Wotherspoon with 67.

Davis is not ready to retire just yet, but
he has no idea if he’ll still be skating four
years down the road.

Now that he’s older than most of the guys
he’s competing against, more work is re-
quired off the ice to make sure his body
doesn’t break down. After tearing a groin
muscle last season, Davis is mindful of
things he used to take for granted: extra
laps after a race to cool down, staying hy-
drated, always getting in the cold baths and
massages that help him recover.

“I'm a race car,” Davis said mischie-
vously. “I've got to put the best oil in it,
get it tuned up, so on race day it goes the
fastest.”

Harry E. WaLker/MCT

Shani Davis won gold in the 1,000
meters at the last two Olympics and will
try to become the first male skater to win
the event in three straight Olympics.
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Budding U.S. aerials star Ashley Caldwell considers herself a grizzled veteran after tearing the ACLs in both of her knees in a span of 363 days between 2011-12, though the
injuries have done little to deter her from keeping her sights set on Sochi.

US aerialist Caldwell never let focus waver after torn ACLs

By WiLL GRAVES
The Associated Press

shley Caldwell felt her left leg
twist underneath her as she hit the
ground. She heard the pop in her
knee as the ACL ripped to shreds
and understood right away what it meant.

Another long rehab. Another season of
competition lost. Another hurdle in the
buddmg aerialist’s increasingly long path
to Sochi.

But mostly the thought that kept running
through the mind of ever blunt, ever opti-
mistic Caldwell as she lay on the snow in
Park City, Utah on Dec. 20, 2012 was, “Are
you serious?”

“I felt gypped,” Caldwell said with a
combination of sarcasm and exasperation.

Avyear earlier Caldwell had torn the ACL.
in her right knee at the same venue. Now
here she was, 363 days later, at the bottom
of the same hill with the same searing pain
in the one good knee she had left.

Forgive her if she can’t help but laugh at
the absurdity of it all.

“I had worked so hard, I came back, I
qualified for jumps,” she said. “I'm at the

I felt gypped ... | had worked so hard, | came back, | quallfled
for jumps ... It felt like it was very unlalr.

CarLo

AvLeGRI/AP
Ashley Caldwell

US Olympic aerialist

point where I'm not scared and I felt re-
ally confident and now here I am looking
at going through the whole process again.
It felt like it was very unfair.”

‘And maybe unavoidable.

When Caldwell went in for her second
surgery, her doctor admitted the channel
for her right anterior cruciate ligament
was so shallow, he figured there was a bet-
ter than 50/50 chance she’d end up on the
operating table again with the ACL in her
left knee ripped to pieces. He took no joy in
being right.

Funny, Caldwell has kind of enjoyed
proving the doubters — including the ones
inside her own head — wrong.

A month away from Sochi, Caldwell is in
the mix to make her second U.S. Olympic
team, just like she always planned after

finishing 10th in Vancouver four years
ago.

A top-three finish at either Deer Val-
ley, Colo., Val St. Come in Canada or Lake
Placid, N.Y., over the next 10 days would
make Caldwell a virtual lock to head to
Russia. She’s done her best to block out
the math. If she jumps well, she knows
she’ll go. If she doesn’t, she’ll just end up
watching it on TV.

It’ll hurt, but then again, she’s gotten
used to managing expectations. If Rus-
sia doesn’t work out, there’s South Korea
in 2018 to think about, or the 2022 Games
for that matter.

“Nothing is guaranteed,” Caldwell said.
“I don’t think my chances are lower, but I
know have to work harder than most if I
want to get there.”
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New kids on the block

With renewed focus on the run, Pats’ tight ends are blocking more, catching less

By Howarp ULMAN
The Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH, Mass.
ob Gronkowski and
Aaron Hernandez
were widely regarded
as the top tight end
duo in the NFL.

Michael Hoomanawanui and
Matthew Mulligan are block-
ing in anonymity as their suc-
cessors, helping pave the way
for New England’s return to the
AFC championship game.

“The game, with the way it
is now, no one ever talks about
a blocking tight end,” Patriots
left guard Logan Mankins said
Wednesday. “It is how many
catches they have. The tight
ends on our team have been
vital to our running success.”

The Patriots’ ground attack
is rolling — 267 and 234 yards
in the last two games — as
they head into Sunday’s game
at Denver that will determine
whether they or the Broncos
reach the Super Bowl.

New England won the first
meeting between the teams
this season, 34-31 in overtime
in Foxborough on Nov. 24.
Gronkowski caught a touch-
down pass that day then
went out with a
season-ending

knee injury

two weeks

later. He al-
ready had
missed the first

six games while
recovering from

forearm and back
surgeries and ended
up playing

New England Patriots tight
ends Matthew Mulligan,
left, Michael Hoomanawanui
are helping the team’s
running game by adapting
to the role of run blockers.

Davip GOLDMAN AND
Duane BuRLESON/AP

By the numbers

362 53

Number of
combined
catches for New
England tight
ends Aaron

Number of
combined
catches for New
England tight
ends Matthew

267

Number of
rushing yards
the Patriots
gained last
week in its AFC

Hernandez and Mulligan divisional playoff
Rob Gronkowski. and Michael game against
Hoomanawanui. Indianapolis.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Jjust seven games.

Hernandez was arrested in
late June, charged with first-
degree murder. He has pleaded
not guilty.

He and Gronkowski com-
bined for 106 catches and 16
touchdowns last season. In
their three seasons together,
they totaled 362 receptions for
56 touchdowns.

The totals for the tight ends
the Pa- -
triots

riedell

will use against the Broncos?

Just 37 receptions and four
touchdowns in four seasons for
Hoomanawanui and 16 recep-
tions and two touchdowns in
five seasons for Mulligan.

“They’ve lost key players and
you've got to find your strength
as a team once you do that,”
Broncos defensive tackle Ter-
rance Knighton said. “They
lost Gronkowski. He was a big
part of their offense. So they’ve
got to find other ways to beat
teams.”

The Patriots’ offensive sys-
tem is broad enough to accom-
modate stylistic changes at
different positions so they can
adjust when personnel change,
offensive coordinator Josh Mc-
Daniels said.

“Mike and Matt have been
a very big part of what we're

doing,” he said. “I

— know that they
" _

may  not

have the production in terms
of catches in the passing game,
but that certainly doesn’t di-
minish their role that they
play for us in the pass game.
They definitely do a nice job in
protection.”

They’re also a major part of
the running game.

“They don’t get much credit
for it, but you’re never going
to get to the edge if your tight
end can’t block,” Mankins said.
“There are a lot of plays that we
run right behind those guys so
they’ve got to do a good job for
our backs to have success.”

It’s not that F

e
r

CHAMPIONSHIP

New England Patriots (13-4)
at Denver Broncos (14-3)
AFN-Sports
9 p.m. Sunday CET
5 a.m. Monday JKT

showcase my skills as a block-
er,” Mulligan said, “because
you know they’re going to make
you look good.”

One of his two receptions this
season was a 1-yard touchdown
in a 30-23 win at Atlanta in the
fourth game.

Hoomanawanui’s only touch-
down among his 12 catches was

and Mulligan can’t or don’t
want to catch the ball.

“Who wouldn’t?”
Hoomanawanui said. “It’s al-
ways nice if you can be a fac-
tor in the passing game and the
running game, but (we’ll do)
whatever it takes to win and,
lately for us, that’s been run-

ning the ball.”
The Patriots have backs with
different styles. LeGarrette

Blount is powerful, Stevan Rid-
ley is elusive, Shane Vereen
is small and fast, and Bran-
don Bolden combines those
attributes.

“When you have four tal-
ented running
backs, it’s a

great op-

L ]

portu-
nity to
go out |
there
and

<Y

% report.

a lar handed grab
for a 13-yard score in the 14th
game. But the Patriots lost to
the Miami Dolphins 24-20.

“I would have traded it for a
win,” he said.

At least he finally got some
recognition. Friends and fam-
ily members still remind him
of that catch. So did his former
teammate at Illinois, Colts cor-
nerback Vontae Davis. They
saw each other last Saturday
night when New England beat
Indianapolis 43-22 in an AFC
divisional-round game.

“It’s something we definitely
take pride in,” Hoomanawanui
said. “It’s something I look at
right after a game, see what

kind of rushing yards we’re
putting up.”
AP Sports Writer Arnie Stapleton
in Denver contributed to this

J
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Broncos wide receiver Wes Welker has had the opportunity to play with two of the best quarterbacks in NFL history in Denver’s Peyton
Manning and New England’s Tom Brady, but don’t expect him to answer when pressed on which of the future Hall of Fame passers is better.

Too close to call

Welker says he can't pick between
quarterbacks Manning and Brady

By ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — He
traded Picasso for Michelangelo.
Or maybe it was the other way
around.

While John Elway famously said
he had no Plan B when he signed
Peyton Manning in 2012, Wes
Welker certainly had one when the
New England Patriots low-balled
him on a contract offer last winter.

Welker jumped at the chance to
team up with Manning in Denver,
where he signed a two-year deal
for $12 million, $1 million more
per year than the Patriots had
offered.

After spending six seasons as
Tom Brady’s top target in New
England, Welker was Manning’s
leading receiver before missing
the final month of the season with
a concussion.

He still finished with 73 recep-
tions for 778 yards and a career-
best 10 TDs and added another in
Denver’s 24-17 win over San Diego
in the AFC divisional round.

After an unhappy homecom-
ing at Foxborough in November,
‘when his blunder on a punt in the
wind led to a 34-31 loss to New
England, Welker gets another
chance to stick it to his old team
Sunday when the Broncos and
Patriots square off with a trip to
the Super Bowl on the line.

Welker has been asked ever
since his arrival in Denver to
compare the two QBs with Hall

of Fame credentials, something
he finds harder to do than to go
across the middle with a menac-
ing middle linebacker bearing
down on him.

“It’s like comparing Picasso
and Michelangelo,” he said. “It’s
hard to compare the two.”

Welker isn’t sure if he’s a Mi-
chelangelo guy or a Picasso guy,
either.

“I couldn’t even tell you,” Welk-
er confessed, revealing he’s less
an art aficionado than he is a con-
noisseur of quarterbacks. “Some-
body threw those names at me
one time and I thought it sounded
pretty good.”

‘What sounded good to Manning
was having Welker in the slot this
season to team with Demaryius
Thomas and Eric Decker on the
outside and emerging tight end
Julius Thomas to ensure one of
them would always be single-cov-
ered — or even wide open.

Along with rejuvenated run-
ning back Knowshon Moreno,
all four caught 60 or more passes
and reached the end zone at least
10 times apiece.

‘While Brady’s done a masterful
job of getting the Patriots to a third
straight AFC title game despite
having a new cast of ball-catchers,
Patriots safety Steve Gregory said
the Broncos’ embarrassment of
riches at receiver is evident when,
at times, Welker becomes Man-
ning’s fourth or even fifth option.

“Yeah, it’s impressive. You

AN
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‘It’s like comparing Picasso and Michelan-
gelo. It’s hard to compare the two. ?

Wes Welker

on playing with Broncos QB Peyton Manning, above left, as well as

Patriots QB Tom Brady, above right.

know, Decker, Thomas — the two
Thomases — and then Wes. We
know what Wes is. Wes is a great
receiver. He does a heck of a job
in the slot and they have spots
they move him around to. So,
we’re going to have to be on top of
our ‘A’ game.”

Welker, of course, was asked
again this week about the differ-
ences between Brady and Man-
ning, admittedly the only other
quarterback he wanted to play for
after being spoiled by all those
spirals from 2007-2012.

“I'll try and answer this and
be as indifferent as possible,” he
said. “There aren’t too many dif-
ferences. They are great quar-
terbacks. They do a great job of
keeping guys accountable, and
their leadership skills and every-
thing else. They are two guys you
want quarterbacking your team.
It’s a toss-up between those two.”

The Broncos are sure glad
they’ll have Welker on their side
Sunday.

“He’s tough, because he’s tal-
ented,” cornerback Champ Bai-

ley said. “He’s quick. He’s fast.
He’s aggressive. He blocks well.
I mean, there’s not a part of his
game that he’s weak at. I'm very,
very aware of that playing him
over the years.”

The meticulous Manning,
known for his grinding work
ethic, found a kindred spirit in
Welker.

“I always assumed that he was
an extremely competitive guy that
loved football and a guy that loved
to work, he loved to practice, the
way he played — I saw him many
a time play Colts vs. the Patriots
— so to have him become a Bron-
co, all those things checked out,”
Manning said.

“He’s a gym rat. He loves the
game, loves to work after practice,
loves to talk in meetings about
routes that he thinks might have
a chance to get open. He’s very
knowledgeable of defenses and
how teams have played him in the
past, whether they’ve double-cov-
ered him or whatever it may be.

“So he’s been a fun guy to play
with, I'll say that.”

Two: Manning
will have TE
Thomas for
Pats rematch

FROM BACK PAGE

“It was deja vu,” Elway said on
his weekly podcast on the team’s
website on Tuesday.

As Manning took the snap and
stepped up, the pocket began to
collapse around him, but he spot-
ted tight end Julius Thomas open
along the Broncos sideline. The
pass was perfect, as was Thomas’
tap dance until his momentum
took him out of bounds at the 41.

Then, on third-and-6 from his
45, Manning hit Thomas for a 9-
yard gain over the middle with
2:12 left.

A year ago, then-offensive co-
ordinator Mike McCoy called for
a run by undersized Ronnie Hill-
man on third-and-7 at about the
same point in the game, which in
turn ultimately led to a Baltimore
touchdown with 31 seconds left.

This was the ultimate second
chance, and Manning made good
onit.

“Julius and I have spent a lot of
time working on those particular
routes, after practice, in practice,”
Manning said. “And that’s one of
the most rewarding parts of foot-
ball, when you put that work in,
off to the side and after practice,
and it pays off for you in a game
... those two plays were certainly
worth the hard work.”

Thomas had just one career
catch coming into this season,
his third in the NFL, and he had
been hurt on that one reception,
no less. He even briefly consid-
ered giving up his dream of play-
ing gridiron.

But this season, he broke Hall
of Famer Shannon Sharpe’s team
record for tight ends by catch-
ing 12 touchdown passes and it
was his emergence that freed up
Manning’s other targets — De-
maryius Thomas, Eric Decker
and Wes Welker, along with run-
ning back Knowshon Moreno
— who all joined him with 10 or
more touchdowns.

Thomas, who didn’t play in the
first match against the Patriots
because of a knee injury, finished
with six catches for 76 yards on
Sunday, but none was longer — or
bigger — than his 21-yarder.

“Third-and-17 was the play of
the game,” Elway said. “We had
to pick it up, keep the chains mov-
ing, keep them off the field and
not give them a chance and so
that’s where it was tremendous.
The offensive line did a great
job of protecting Peyton, Julius
Thomas made a great catch drag-
ging his feet on the sideline.

“But who knows where the
game goes if we don’t make that
play? Those are the types of plays
you have to make in playoff foot-
ball to be able to advance.”

And make the most of second
chances.
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AFC CHAMPIONSHIP MATCHUPS

By BArRrY WILNER
The Associated Press

Matchups for the AFC championship game Sunday between the New England Patriots and Denver Broncos at Sports Authority Field:

Special teams

Denver PK Matt Prater
broke the NFL record with
a 64-yard field goal and
might have the strongest
leg in the league. But New
England’s Stephen Gost-
kowski is no slouch. Both
are reliable in tight situa-
tions and from distance;
in Denver’s thin air, that's
important.

Ryan Allen was side-
lined with a right shoul-
der injury in the victory
over Indianapolis, so their
punting situation is some-
what uncertain. Of course,
they hope they never have
to punt the ball back to
Manning.

Denver’s Britton Colquitt
is among the NFLs top
punters.

The only game-breaker
among the kick returners
is Denver's Trindon Hol-
liday, who must show he
can hang onto the ball.
Blount has done well on
kickoff returns, including
an 83-yarder.

New England’s cover-
age units are strong, while
Denver’s are not nearly as
stingy.

When the Broncos (14-3) have the ball

Things are a lot more simple on Den-
ver's offense. Sure, RB Knowshon More-
no has been a mainstay
and had a career-best
224 yards on a career-
high 37 carries in a
November loss at Fox-
borough. And rookie
Montee Ball can be a
significant contribu-
tor.

But everyone |
knows this attack is
allabout QB Peyton
Manning (right).

Manning broke
Brady’s  single-
season marks
with 55 TD pass-
es and 5477
yards in the
air, and the
Broncos estab-
lished an NFL
record with
606 points. It
would be the
capper to one
of the great-
est careers in
league history
for Manning to
get his second
championship, and
he has the supporting cast to do so.

The main problem is that New England has had his
number. Manning is 4-10 against Brady, and the de-
fenses schemed by Patriots coach Bill Belichick often
have puzzled him.

The Patriots’ defense, sparked by DE-LB Rob Ninkov-
ich, DE Chandler Jones and LB Jamie Collins really has
come on late in the season as Belichick kept plugglng in
new faces when regulars went down with injuries. That
New England lost its best two defenders, DT Vince Wilfork
and LB Jerod Mayo, and prospered is somewhat amazing.

When the Patriots (13-4) have the ball

Run, baby, run.

The Patriots? Yep.

While all four remaining teams in the playoffs have solid ground games,
New England has ridden the backs of its backs the most effectively.
Sure, QB Tom Brady is among the best ever and is seeking a fourth
Super Bowl ring, but he’s also among the smartest ever. Brady
knows that if his trio of runners — LeGarrette Blount (left), Ste-
van Ridley and Shane Vereen — are gouging the opponent, it's
the best approach to keep at it.

Blount has been unstoppable recently, rushing for 431 yards
and eight TDs in the last three games. He scored four times in
the rout of Indianapolis last week and is the power back the
Patriots have lacked for a while.

That they’ve gotten such production behind an offensive line
that entered the season with some uncertainty has been im-
pressive, too. Left guard Logan Mankins and left tackle Nate
Solder anchor the group, which has allowed only six sacks in
the last four games.

Give Brady time and it’s a recipe for defeat for the op-
position. So Denver has a dilemma: Would it rather force
the clutch-passing Brady to go to the air or deal with the
run game?

Coaching

Belichick bested John Fox when Fox was
coaching Carolina in the 2004 Super Bowl.
Obviously, Belichick is seeking a fourth
Super Bowl title, rare territory, and hasn’t
won it since the 2005. He’ll come up with
something on both sides of the ball that
will trouble Denver.

Fox, who missed amonth of the schedule
after heart surgery, is a strong rnotlvator,
too, and is smart enough to keep the reins
very loose on Manning. His background is
in defense, but that's where the Broncos
have struggled under him this season, in
large part because they lost five defend-
ers to IR and injuries to Woodyard and Bai-
ley made them backups for most of 2013.

Intangibles

Start with Brady having lost his last two
Super Bowls and not playing particularly
well in either of them.

Add in Manning seeking his third trip to
the big game — and an emphatic stamp of
approval as a championship QB.

The Broncos also are spurred on by their
meltdown late in last year’s playoff loss to
Baltimore at home. New England is driven
by no championships in nearly a decade.

Neither side will forget the regular-sea-
son meeting, either. Denver wants to repli-
cate the first half in which it forced a slew
of turnovers and went ahead 24-0. New
England wants to carry the momentum
from its second-half surge to victory.



Friday, January 17,2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SE3RREEEA]

NFL PLAYOFFS

NFC CHAMPIONSHIP MATCHUPS

By BArRrY WILNER
The Associated Press

Matchups for the NFC championship game Sunday between the San Francisco 49ers and Seattle Seahawks at CenturyLink Field:

AP

Coaching

Jim Harbaugh and Carroll have no love
lost, dating to when they were at Stanford
and Southern Cal and Harbaugh ran up
the score, prompting Carroll to ask him,
“What's your deal?”

Harbaugh’s deal has been winning like
no coach in San Francisco since Bill Walsh.
This is the Niners’ third straight trip to the
NFC title game under him. He exudes confi-
dence and, yes, arrogance, and it works for
the 49ers.

Carroll's nonstop exuberance rubs off on
his players, and no team is more aggres-
sive, especially on defense, which is Car-
roll’s specialty. He had some success in a
previous head coaching stint with the Patri-
ots, then went to USC and, since returning
to the pros, Carroll has done a brilliant job
turning the Seahawks into a championship
contender.

Intangibles

Playing in the same division means both
sides are deeply familiar with each other;
there won’t be many secrets on display
here.

That the Niners have struggled in the
Pacific Northwest is, well, tangible: They
were outscored 71-16 in their last two vis-
its, Harbaugh's two worst losses. They're
an experienced outfit in pressure situa-
tions, though, so the supersonic noise from
the 12th Man in the stands shouldn’t affect
them.

But it has. And it figures to be louder than
ever on Sunday.

When the 49ers (14-4) have the ball

San Francisco runs the ball as well as anyone left in the

playoffs, with RB Frank Gore as the focal point, but QB Colin
Kaepernick (7), left, as the wild card. The 49ers will try to es-
tablish something on the ground immediately behind a strong
line led by left tackle Joe Staley and guard Mike lupati. That
means plenty of Gore inside and even a bit outside, and Kaepe-
rnick using his speed — unmatched by any quarterback in the
league — to get to the edge.

But Gore has struggled at Seattle, and the Seahawks com-
mand the line of scrimmage as well as any team, even San Fran-
cisco. They ranked seventh at stopping the run, with huge tackle
Brandon Mebane clogging the running lanes. Seattle’s other D-
linemen, particularly Red Bryant and Michael Bennett, are ver-
satile and rugged.

If the 49ers can't get the rushing game going, it lets Se-
ahawks linebackers Bobby Wagner and Bruce Irvin get even
more involved. It also means Bennett, DEs Chris Clemons Cliff
Avril and Irvin will be more of a threat in the passing attack,

although trapping and sacking Kaepermck is no easy chore.

Kaepernlck struggled mightily in the Niners’ 29-3 loss at

| Seattle in September and has performed poorly at Centu-
ryLink Field in both of his appearances. He’s a more mature
player now and is 3-0 in road playoff games.

Special teams

No real big edges here
unless Percy Harvin is
healthy — he’s a game-
breaker on returns.

Golden Tate probably is
the next-best weapon on
either side running back
kicks.

Both sides treasure the
reliability of their kickers.
San Francisco brought in
veteran PK Phil Dawson
as a free agent after Da-
vid Akers flopped last sea-
son. Dawson has excelled,
and he beat Green Bay in
the wild-card round with
a final-second field goal
through the frigid night air.
Punter Andy Lee has been
a perennial Pro Bowler.

Seattle counters with
PK Steven Hauschka, who
also has had a topnotch
season, and Jon Ryan, who
regularly buries punts
deep in an opponent’s ter-
ritory.

Pace 61

When the Seahawks (14-3) have the ball

Seattle’s offense has slumped in recent weeks, but it
also has made big plays when needed. RB Marshawn
Lynch (24), right, is Gore’s counterpart and comes
off a great game vs. New Orleans: 140 yards and two
touchdowns. He’s a similar-type runner and when in
“Beast Mode,“ he’s as tough as they come.

Then again, so is San Francisco’s run de-
fense, led by do-everything tackle/end Jus-
tin Smith and linebackers NaVvorro Bow-
man, an All-Pro, Patrick Willis and Ahmad
Brooks. The Niners aren’t quite as deep
up front as Seattle, but they make up
for it with the NFL’s top linebacking
corps.

Coach Pete Carroll is most com-
fortable when Lynch is on the loose,
which makes things much easier
for QB Russell Wilson. If the 49ers
can control Lynch, who averaged 105
yards rushing at home against them,
it puts a heavy onus on Wilson, whose
passing numbers have been pedes-
trian recently.

Wilson, of course, is like Kae-
pernick with his escap-
ability.
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Pacific pressure

Bennett, Avril transformed Seattle
defensive line into menacing force

By Tmv Boors By the numbers

The Associated Press
RENTON, Wash.

dding Michael Bennett and Cliff Avril to
the Seattle Seahawks’ defensive line has 4 4

paid big dividends.

The odd part is neither lineman is real-
ly serving the roles expected when Seattle general
manager John Schneider signed the free agents in Seahawks’ team sack total
the offseason. They’ve been part of a deep defensive B
line rotation that has kept players fresh throughout du”ng the 2013 r?‘gwar.
the season. Along the way, Seattle has figured out season .W|th DEs Cliff Avril
surprising ways to use its two acquisitions. and Michael Bennett, up

The results might mean fewer snaps and less from 36 last season.

gaudy numbers for everyone involved, but it’s a
group that knows how to work together and is rest-

ed heading into Sunday’s NFC championship game
against San Francisco.
“I feel like if I was playing 80 or 90 percent of the ]

snaps my body would definitely be beat up a little
bit more than it is right now,” Avril said. “I'm not .
playing as much on the first downs so again I think RUShmg yards allowed
that helps out with the body feeling fresh this late per game by the Seattle
in the season.” defense, seventh in the
Seattle’s defensive line is an unusual mix that NFL. The 49ers, Seattle’s
defensive coordinator Dan Quinn has meshed to- N !
gether to find workable combinations. There’s the ~ OPponent Sunday, allowed
run-stuffing crew consisting of Red Bryant, Bran-  95.9 and is ranked fourth.
don Mebane and Tony McDaniel that has helped

ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

Seattle create a run defense that allowed 101.6 ive ends Michael Bennett (72) and Cliff Avril (56) sack Saints QB

yards rushing per game during the season. SOURCE: The Associated Press, NFL.com Drew Brees last Saturday. The duo combined for 162 sacks this season for Seattle.
Then there is the pass rush crew of Avril, Ben-

nett, Clinton

McDonald rusher from the defensive tackle spot.

and  Chris g?mk‘:'l The task for Avril, Bennett and their team-

Clemons ichael mates this week is among the most difficult , _ _

that raised Bennett they’ve faced this season: trying to get constant Seahawks’ DE Cliff Avril

Seattle’s Teo pressure on Colin Kaepernick, all the while ELAINE THOMPSON/AP

sack total S. Warren/AP trying to contain him so he doesn’t escape and

from 36 make a big play with his legs. Seattle sacked

during Kaepernick five times total in two games this

the 2012 season, but he still rushed for 87 yards in the

regular first game and 31 in the second.

season “For us up front it’s getting after the

to 44 this quarterback,” Avril said. “You know he’s

season. mobile, so some of the pass rushes that
Avril and you would use against let’s say a

Bennett have Drew Brees, you can’'t use
been the two because he’ll take off and
biggest  contribu- - run.”
tors to those pass rush -
numbers. Bennett led
Seattle in the regular
season with 8% sacks
and Avril was right
behind him with
eight. Bennett’s ver-
satility turned out to
be a pleasant surprise
for the Seahawks and
something they had
been seeking in recent
seasons. Bennett started
the season playing defen-
sive end while Clemons was
still recovering from offsea-
son knee surgery. But what
the Seahawks discovered
was his ability to be a
menacing pres-
ence as a
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NFL PLAYOFFS

What’s Harbaugh'’s deal? Its just winning

Emotional coach guides 49ers to their third straight NFC championship game

By JANIE McCAULEY going crazy on the sideline having fun,” Dorsey recalled. of coach you want to
The Associated Press “Always pumped up and always getting his win for,” Dawson said. /7l
. team hyped. He works hard, even “There’s a / V' 4
SANTA CLARA, Calif. pow being on the inside seeing special sat- / /
im Harbaugh pirouetted in frustration following  him every day and how he goes isfaction

a personal foul on Dan Skuta. He got hit with his  about doing his job, the enthu- with hav-

own unsportsmanlike conduct penalty for argu-  siasm that he has and the mo- ing a re- A
_ing followmg a catch by Vernon Davis that went  tivational stuff that he has, A m MPIONSHIP
to review before being ruled a touchdown. the knowledge that he has. with -
And that was just last Sunday. He’s a great coach.” the B )
Harbaugh has been at his emotional best — or, to Dawgon appreciates how San Francisco 49ers (14-4)

pca at Seattle Seahawks (14-3)

some, worst — with his cartoon-like faces and quirky  Harbaugh takes chances in coach.

sideline antics in leading San Francisco back tothe NFC  the kicking game based on Being AFN-Sports
championship game for the third time in as many years  hjs trust in the veteran, a place 12:30 a.m. Monday CET
since taking over as 49ers head coach in January 2011. The SO-year-old Har- Kick- 8:30 a.m. Monday JKT
On Davis’ TD during Sunday’s 23-10 win at Carolina, baugh, a 15-year NFL quar- er,

Harbaugh ran well onto the field during the play. terback himself, regularly on a

“Ithink Harbaugh gets away with murder myself,” for-  moves around the team plane
mer Seahawks coach and ex-49ers assistant Mike Hol- o visit with players about foot-
mgren said. “If I ever did that it would be a penalty.” ball and life. He shares meals

Harbaugh should be as charged up as ever come Sun-  with rookies and veterans alike
day, when he faces off once more against the rival Se- on occasion in the team
attle Seahawks in an NFC championship game featuring  cafeteria.

lot of teams the head coach never even
speaks to the kicker. He’s around, he gets
it, he’s been there. He’s sat in those seats. I think
it’s probably one of the biggest reasons he’s suc-
cessful is his ability to communicate with the guys
and relate to them on their level and be able to

that familiar coaching sideshow with Pete Carroll. This “He’s the instill whatever it is he’s trying to instill
p mntel:_l, tlin_ere‘s a Super Bowl berth  kind in a way that guys will receive it.”
on the line. == =
He’s the Butasking Harbaugh, “What's AP Sports Writer Tim Booth in

Renton, Wash., contributed to

your deal?” is so five years ago. . this report.

kll'ld °f coac" Enough already, he insists,
keep it about the players.
y?u want to “That might have
win for. He’s  been something four
or five years ago,”
aroulrd, he Harbaugh said.
gets it, he’s  “But, I haven't
seen it as of
been there. ¥ e Ang,
Phil Dawson it would
49ers kicker D s
irrel-
evant
now as it would have been then
when people made a bigger
deal out of it. So, irrelevant,
irrelevant.”

Sorry, not this week. There’s
no avoiding such chatter. Har-
baugh has to expect that infa-
mous phrase to come up often.

It dates back to their college
days coaching in the then Pac-10
Conference. In 2009, Harbaugh
and No. 25 Stanford ran up the score
on 1lth-ranked USC in a surprising
55-21 rout, even attempting a 2-point
conversion with the game way out of
reach — prompting Carroll’s infamous
“What’s your deal?” when they met after-
ward at midfield.

Whatever their past or perceived differ-
ences, Harbaugh knows what to expect every
time a Carroll-coached team takes the field.

“It’s hard to get to this position,” Harbaugh
said. “Talking about a year of preparation
and planning and offseason and training
camp and games. And they did it better than
anybody did it this entire season. So, a great
task, great challenge ahead of us.”

Place kicker Phil Dawson wanted to be part
of the winning vibe after 14 mostly disappoint-
ing years with Cleveland. Nose tackle Glenn

Harbaugh

Dorsey left Kansas City to join a team with Har- is the first

baugh at the helm. coach in the \)
Even if Dorsey’s first impressions of the coach

left him shaking his head. Super Bowl

“I noticed what everybody else noticed: a coach era to reach the
NFC title game in
each of his first

three seasons.

San Francisco 49ers head coach Jim Harbaugh

the scoreboard against the Carolina
Panthers during the first half of their NFC divisional
playoff game on Sunday in Charlotte, N.C.

IRCE: The A Pr
GerrY BROOME/AP SOURCE e Associated Press
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By ARNIE STAPLETON
The Associated Press

ENGLEWOO

Chargers 24-17.
The last time Manning
lost twice in a row to the

Consecutive
victories

L for Peyton ame team was in 2007,
' rom rematches to revivals to rede Manning in hen the Colts lost 23-21
it’s not a good idea to bet against P

t San Diego in November

nd then dropped a 28-24

eartbreaker at home in
the wild-card playoffs.

rematches. He has
not lost to the same
team twice in a row
since 2007, when

Manning when it comes to second chas
He has 97 touchdown throws since ho
p with Broncos executive John Elway in Den

(CHAMPIONSHIP

New England Patrii 13-4 ears ago after the Indianapolis Colts release N . Since t}len, Manning
:t Derﬁlgr %ro?ltcoost?l(fs) en neck troubles clouded his NFL future. e Ins(lear;zpolls t%OI'S s won five straight re-
dispatching San Diego in the playoffs on the \gﬁre 2 22 g{ te atches, and it took a vin-
FN-Spurts ary of last year’s crushing loss to Baltimore S, arggrs N -N & tage performance Sunday
9 p.m. Sunday CET similar circumstances, Manning is one win V:rr:‘b:i ('1"28‘; "
5am. Monday JKT ot at becoming the first quarterback to win at home in the AFC

s with two franchises.
n his way are Tom Brady and the New
iots, who beat the Broncos 34-31 in

wild-card playoffs.

Inside: V. November. e Manmine lost
g is, it’s been six years since Manning los
B Welker can't r atch to a team that beat him during the season.
pICk one QB ol 'he Broncos lost just once at home this season, [ and Chargers quarter-
hen they became the highest-scoring team in the = g up his r ‘ig]ht arm on
over other, Super Bowl era, propelled by Manning’s record 55 yea[?e:l;lcizrtgrtnl;teilrs:rg; -135;
Pa ge 59 touchdown throws and 5,447 yards through the air. B cvertime,

That was on Dec. 12, when they were upset by San
| | M atCh u pS Pa ge 60 Diego, a loss they avenged on Sunday by beating the

SEE TWO ON PAGES® -
P o]

at second ¢

AFN-Sports
12:30 a.m. Monday Cl
8:30 a.m. Monday JKT

Inside:

B Emotions, wins are
all part of the deal for
49ers coach, Page 63

match up, Page 61

Shani Davis settles into starring role e oympics, poge 56

B How the teams
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